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Highlights 

o       Planning  districts  located  closest  to  downtown  Boston,  with  a  high 

proportion  of  young  adults,  gained  population,  while  other  areas  of  the 
City  lost  population  between  1970  and  1980  for  a  net  decline  of 
(562,994)  for  Boston. 

o        With  a  stable  number  of  households  and  persons  in  group  quarters,  the 

13  percent  loss  in  persons  per  household  (to  2.4)  in  1980  accounted  for 
the  overall  population  loss.     Household  size  shrank  in  almost  all 
neighborhoods . 

o        Boston's  shifts  in  age  distribution  and  in  household  composition 

paralleled  nationwide  trends  toward  increasing  numbers  of  young  adults 
and  smaller,  increasingly  nonfamily  households. 

o        Although  females  continued  to  outnumber  males,  the  ratio  of  males  to 
females  increased  during  the  1970s  largely  due  to  the  influx  of  males 
into  predominantly  young-adult  neighborhoods. 

Age  Composition 

o        Boston's  population  was  younger  and  had  "aged  less  slowly"  than  that  of 
the  Boston  metropolitan  area  and  the  United  States  as  a  whole.  Boston's 
lower  1980  median  age  of  28.9  years  was  influenced  by  significant 
numbers  of  students,  young  adults  and  minority  families  balanced  by 
areas  of  older,  largely  white  residents. 

o        In  1980,  the  age  composition  of  Boston's  population  centered  on  the 

20-34  year-old  age  groups  which  contained  one-in-three  persons  compared 
to  one-in-four  persons  in  1970.     All  other  age  groups,  whether  older  or 
younger,  shrank  as  a  proportion  of  the  total  except  the  15-19  year 
and  75  and  older  age  groups.     The  largest  shrinkage,  37  percent, 
occurred  in  the  0-14  age  group  because  of  declines  in  births  and  net 
outmigration  of  children. 

o        In  general,  most  neighborhoods  followed  the  same  citywide  1970-80 

pattern  of  gains  for  those  20-34  years  and  those  75  years  and  over,  and 
of  loss  among  those  under  20  and  those  aged  35-74.  However,  there  were 
notable  divergences  in  these  trends  for  some  neighborhoods  and  in  their 
initial  (1970)  and  final  (1980)  age  distributions. 

Race  and  Ethnic  Composition 

o        During  the  1970-1980  decade,  the  proportion  of  whites  declined  from  82 
to  70  percent  of  Boston's  population  while  that  of  blacks  increased  to 
22  percent,  Asians  to  3  percent  and  other  races  to  5  percent  of  the 
total.     Growth  in  "other  races"  reflected  selection  by  hispanics  in  1980 
of  that  category  rather  than  the  white  or  black  categories,  especially 
in  Jamaica  Plain  and  North  Dorchester.     While  all  neighborhoods  had  a 
lower  proportion  of  whites  in  1980  than  in  1970,  the  ordering  of 
neighborhoods  with  regard  to  proportion  of  whites  and  nonwhites  was 
relatively  stable.     A  notable  exception  was  Hyde  Park,  with  a  growth  in 
the  proportion  of  blacks.     Large  increases  in  blacks  occurred  in 


Mattapan.     The  Asian  population  of  Central  and  Allston-Brighton  also 
increased  rapidly. 

o        The  self-reported  hispanic  population  of  Boston  doubled  to  some  36,000 
during  the  1970-1980  decade,  with  all  neighborhoods  except  South  Boston 
showing  some  increase.     The  largest  enclaves  of  hispanics  were  located 
in  Roxbury  and  Jamaica  Plain  in  both  censuses. 

o        Four  percent  of  Boston's  population  spoke  English  either  not  well  or  no 
at  all.     Of  these,  a  high  proportion  spoke  Asian  languages  or  Spanish. 

Household  Composition 

o        During  the  1970s,  the  composition  of  households  in  Boston  changed 

substantially.     Family  households  declined  from  65  to  53  percent  of 
households,  an  18  percent  drop  in  numbers.     Nonfamily  households 
(individuals  living  alone  or  with  other  unrelated  individuals)  increase! 
complementarily  from  35  to  47  percent  of  Boston  households,  an  increase 
of  one-third,  to  over  102,000  households  out  of  the  over  218,000  total. 

o       Within  the  family  category,  married  couples  with  and  without  children 
declined  by  28  percent  to  one-third  of  Boston's  households.  Married 
couples  with  children  declined  by  35  percent  to  34,000  households  (15 
percent  of  the  total).     Other  family  households,  those  lacking  a  married 
couple,  comprised  20  percent  of  Boston  households  in  1980.     Within  this 
group,  female-headed  households  with  children  under  18  years  made  up  10 
percent  of  all  Boston  households  and  38  percent  of  all  families  with 
children  under  18  in  Boston,  compared  to  23  percent  in  1970. 

o        In  1980,  37  percent  of  Boston  households  contained  only  one  person 

compared  to  29  percent  in  1970.    Twenty-one  percent  contained  a  single 
female.     One-in-ten  contained  two  or  more  roommates. 

o        The  mix  of  family  and  nonfamily  households  varied  by  neighborhood.  In 

Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill  and  Fenway-Kenmore  where  young  adults  predominated, 
fewer  than  20  percent  were  families.     The  proportion  of  family 
households  was  below  40  percent  for  Central,  South  End  and  Allston- 
Brighton.     The  proportion  was  between  50  and  60  percent  in  Charlestown, 
South  Boston,  and  Jamaica  Plain.     Families  comprised  close  to  two-thirds 
or  more  of  the  households  in  the  remaining  neighborhoods.  The 
proportion  of  non-family  households  complemented  these  numbers. 

o        All  neighborhoods  had  a  growth  in  nonfamily  households  and  a  decline 
in  family  households  between  1970  and  1980. 

o        The  proportion  of  households  occupied  by  elderly  living  alone  has 

remained  stable  at  just  over  10  percent  of  the  total,  while  there  was 
a  decline  of  10,000,  or  13  percent,  in  the  number  of  Boston's  elderly 
residents  during  the  1970  decade. 
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Educational  Attainment 

o        Between  1970  and  1980,  the  proportion  of  Boston  residents  who  had 

completed  four  years  of  college  or  more  doubled  to  20  percent,  while  the 
fraction  of  those  with  at  least  some  college  education  grew  from 
one-in-five  to  one-in-three.     Great  disparities  in  educational 
attainment  existed  between  the  neighborhoods.     Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill 
residents  tended  to  have  the  highest  educational  attainment,  while  East 
Boston  and  Roxbury  had  the  lowest. 

Labor  Force 

o        Civilian  labor  force  participation  rose  to  60  percent  in  1980  because 
an  increase  in  female  participation,  from  48  to  53  percent,  more  than 
offset  the  slackening  of  male  participation  from  72  to  69  percent.  The 
highest  participation  rates,  about  70  percent,  were  recorded  for  Back 
Bay-Beacon  Hill  and  Central.     Also,  residents  of  twelve  out  of  the 
sixteen  neighborhoods  had  higher  participation  rates  in  1980  than  in 
1970.     Participation  rates  declined  in  East  Boston,  South  Boston, 
Roxbury  and  Roslindale. 

o       Among  Boston  families,  one-in-five  had  two  wage  earners,  one-in-three 
had  one  wage  earner,  and  one-in-two  had  no  wage  earner.  Two-worker 
families  were  prevalent  in  neighborhoods  of  higher  socio-economic 
status.     The  proportion  of  families  without  workers  was  high  in  areas 
with  large  numbers  of  students,  retirees,  less  educated  residents  and 
minorities.     These  neighborhoods  also  had  low  labor  force  participation 
rates  and  higher  than  average  unemployment  rates. 

o        During  the  1970s,  a  substantial  shift  occurred  among  the  industrial 

sectors  of  employment.     The  largest  gain,  some  30  percent,  occurred  in 
employment  in  education,  followed  by  a  20  percent  gain  in  professional, 
related,  and  health  services.     By  1980,  46  percent  of  Boston's  workers 
were  employed  in  finance,  business  and  professional  services  industries 
of  all  kinds  compared  to  38  percent  in  1970.     In  most  neighborhoods,  the 
proportions  employed  in  the  various  industries  tended  to  follow  the 
citywide  average  with  some  disparities. 

o        A  shift  in  the  occupational  structure  of  Boston's  workforce  paralleled 

the  industrial  trend.     Workers  in  professional,  technical  and  managerial 
occupations  grew  by  30  percent  to  78,000,  or  over  30  percent  of  the 
256,000  total  workers  in  1980.     Changes  in  the  occupational  distribution 
in  the  neighborhoods  have  paralleled  those  of  Boston  with  some  being 
more  dramatic  and  some  more  gradual. 

o        In  1979,  58  percent  of  Boston  residents  were  employed  full  time,  year 

round.     The  larger-than-expected  residual  was  attributable  to  areas  with 
students  and  minorities,  especially  hispanics,  where  part-time 
employment  and  unemployment  rates  tended  to  be  higher. 
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Location  of  Work 

o       Three-fourths  of  Boston  resident  workers  were  employed  in  the  City 

while  one-fourth  worked  outside.     These  proportions  varied  among  the 
neighborhoods  ranging  from  over  80  percent  of  South  Boston  and  Roxbury 
workers  to  only  two-thirds  of  West  Roxbury  and  Hyde  Park  workers 
employed  in  Boston. 

Income 

o        Household,  family  and  unrelated  individual  income  increased 

substantially  during  the  1970-1980  decade  to  $12,530,  $16,062  and 
$5,877,  respectively.     However,  the  increases  in  all  three  measures 
lagged  behind  the  increases  shown  for  the  Boston  metropolitan  area  and 
did  not  match  the  rate  of  inflation. 

o        The  planning  districts  with  the  highest  median  household  incomes  in  198C 
were,  in  order,  West  Roxbury,  Hyde  Park,  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill, 
Roslindale  and  Central.    While  these  neighborhoods  have  sizable 
proportions  in  the  income  ranges  under  $5,000  and  $10,000-$19 ,999,  they 
were  distinguished  by  a  substantial  proportion  in  the  $20,000-$39,999 
range  within  the  suburbanlike  neighborhoods,  or  by  a  relatively  high 
proportion  in  the  category  earning  $50,000  or  more  in  Central  and  Back 
Bay-Beacon  Hill. 

o        Fenway-Kenmore  and  Roxbury  had  the  lowest  median  household  incomes 
in  1980.     Fenway-Kenmore  had  the  lowest  median  unrelated  individual 
income  while  Roxbury  had  the  lowest  median  family  income. 

o  The  neighborhoods  with  the  highest  proportions  of  families  in  poverty 
were  Roxbury  (30  percent) ,  North  Dorchester  (24  percent) ,  and  Jamaica 
Plain  (22  percent).  High  proportions  in  poverty  were  related  to  both 
low  family  income  and  high  proportions  of  female-headed  families  with 
children. 

o        The  highest  proportions  of  unrelated  individuals  in  poverty  were  found 
in  Fenway-Kenmore  (41  percent)  and  Allston-Brighton  (32  percent), 
reflective  of  large  student  populations  living  in  and  outside  of 
dormitories . 

Housing 

o        Increases  in  the  number  of  housing  units  and  households  occurred  in 
South  End,  Allston-Brighton,  Central,  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill,  West 
Roxbury,  and  Charlestown.     Large  losses  of  each  occurred  in  Mattapan, 
Roxbury,  North  Dorchester,  and  South  Dorchester. 

o        In  both  1970  and  1980,  27  percent  of  Boston's  households  were  owner- 
occupied  while  73  percent  were  renter-occupied.     The  highest  proportions 
of  renter  households  continued  to  be  in  Fenway-Kenmore,  Central,  South 
End,  Allston-Brighton  and  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill.     Those  with  the  lowest 
proportions  of  renters  continued  to  be  West  Roxbury,  Hyde  Park,  and 
Roslindale  with  their  high  proportion  of  single-family  homes. 
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o        In  1980,  Boston's  mean  household  size  was  2.40  persons,  down  from  2.76 
persons  per  unit  in  1970.    Declines  for  the  neighborhoods  are  directly 
related  to  average  household  size  in  1970.     By  1980,  the  smallest 
average  household  sizes  were  found  in  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill  and 
Fenway-Kenmore ,  while  the  largest  were  in  North  and  South  Dorchester, 
Roslindale  and  Hyde  Park. 

o        The  median  value  of  owner-occupied  non-condominium  units  declined  by  5 
percent  when  measured  in  constant  1980  dollars.  Inflation-adjusted 
housing  values  leaped  upward  over  50  percent  in  South  End, 
Fenway-Kenmore  and  Charlestown,  where  gentrif ication  has  been  taking 
place.    North  and  South  Dorchester,  Mattapan  and  Hyde  Park  had  larger- 
than-average  declines  in  values. 

o        Between  1970  and  1980,  median  contract  rent  in  Boston  was  essentially 

stable,  rising  by  only  one-half  percent.     Larger  increases  took  place  in 
Charlestown  and  Fenway-Kenmore,  whereas  declines  occurred  in  the  other 
planning  districts. 

Mobility 

o        Boston  residents  in  1980  were  more  mobile  than  both  Boston  residents  in 
1970  and  Massachusetts  residents  in  1980.     The  most  mobile  residents, 
measured  by  a  change  from  where  they  had  lived  five  years  earlier,  were 
found  in  Fenway-Kenmore,  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill,  Allston-Brighton ,  Central 
and  South  End.     In  contrast,  East  Boston,  Charlestown,  South  Boston, 
Roslindale,  West  Roxbury  and  Hyde  Park  residents  were  least  mobile. 

o        Over  one-quarter  of  Boston  households  moved  into  their  dwelling  units  in 
the  year  and  a  quarter  preceding  the  1980  census,  and  over  half  did  so 
in  the  five  years  preceding  the  census.     For  Massachusetts  the 
comparable  proportions  were  8  percent  and  28  percent.     Boston's  mobility 
was  due  to  the  73  percent  rental  households  as  well  as  the  significant 
role  of  students  and  young  adults  in  Boston's  population.  Among 
Fenway-Kenmore  residents,  50  percent  had  moved  in  during  the  year  and  a 
quarter  before  1980.     The  proportion  was  over  30  percent  for  the  young 
adult  areas  of  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill,  Allston-Brighton,  South  End  and 
Central.     Roslindale,  West  Roxbury  and  Hyde  Park  contained  the  lowest 
proportion  of  households  that  had  recently  moved. 
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Neighborhood  Profiles  -  A  Thumbnail  Sketch 

Boston  and  its  neighborhoods  today  are  extraordinarily  complex, 
combining  the  descendants  of  19th  and  early  20th  century  immigrants,  a 
small  old  and  new  gentry,  college  students  in  large  numbers,  a  new 
influx  of  young  adults,  largely  professional  and  middle  class,  and  the 
more  recent  growth  and  entry  of  black,  hispanic  and  Asian  populations. 
While  the  body  of  this  report  presents  the  detail  and  substance  of  the 
diversity  of  Boston's  neighborhoods  up  to  1980,  the  following  pages 
provide  a  summary  portrait  of  their  characteristics.     These  highlight 
similarities  and  differences  in  age,  composition,  ethnicity,  household 
composition,  income  levels,  occupation,  and  mobility.     The  thumbnail 
sketches  introduce  the  more  extensive  analysis  in  the  pages  which 
follow,  and  serve  as  a  preliminary  guide  to  the  story  of  Boston's 
neighborhoods . 

South  Boston,  East  Boston,  Charlestown 

As  of  1980,  South  Boston,  East  Boston  and  Charlestown  are 
neighborhoods  with  older,  white  residents  living  in  traditional  family 
arrangements  and  ethnic  enclaves.     The  population  under  fifteen  years 
old  has  declined,  while  persons  over  55  are  a  rising  proportion.  About 
60  percent  of  East  Boston  residents  have  Italian  ancestry  and  60  percent 
of  Charlestown  and  South  Boston  residents  are  of  Irish  ancestry.     A  good 
majority  of  the  households  are  families,  belieing  the  national  and 
Boston  trend  toward  smaller,  nonfamily  households,  i.e.,  one  person,  or 
two  or  more  unrelated  persons  sharing  a  residence.     Moreover,  among 
nonfamily  households,  in  these  neighborhoods,  a  significant  proportion 
are  elderly  singles,  mostly  widows  and  widowers.     Residents  of  these 
three  neighborhoods  have  lower  levels  of  educational  attainment, 
occupational  skills,  and  income  (excepting  Charlestown)  than  the  average 
Bostonian.  East  Boston  and  South  Boston  have  the  lowest  proportions  of 
college  graduates  of  all  neighborhoods  among  the  population  25  years  and 
older,  5  and  7  percent,  respectively.     More  than  50  percent  of  East 
Boston  adults  have  not  graduated  from  high  school. 

The  effect  of  gentrif ication  on  Charlestown  is  seen  in  the 
closer-to-city-average  educational  attainment,  occupational 
distribution,  and  above  average  median  income. 

Residents  of  South  Boston,  East  Boston  and  Charlestown  are  citizens 
of  longer  standing,  with  a  smaller-than-city-average  share  having  moved 
recently  or  having  moved  into  Boston  from  the  outside. 
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Roslindale,  West  Roxbury,  Hyde  Park 

Roslindale,  West  Roxbury,  and  Hyde  Park  are  also  neighborhoods  with 
residents  of  longer  standing,  lower  mobility,  high  median  ages  and 
higher  proportions  of  elderly.     Residents  are  largely  white,  with  a 
small  but  growing  minority  population.     These  neighborhoods  differ  from 
the  previous  grouping  because  they  resemble  suburban  towns  where 
residents  are  primarily  in  families,  have  higher  incomes,  greater 
educational  attainment,  more  professional  occupations,  and  therefore, 
reflect  strong,  middle-class,  traditional  values.     Family  households  are 
dominant  with  a  large  proportion  of  husband-wife  families.     These  three 
neighborhoods  are  among  the  four  with  the  highest  incomes  in  Boston. 
Educational  levels  are  average  or  above,  while  there  has  been  a  gradual 
transformation  of  the  occupational  structure  between  1970  and  1980. 

Fenway-Kenmore 

Fenway-Kenmore  is  unique  among  Boston  neighborhoods  because  of  the 
concentration  of  university  students  and  young  adults  here.     Over  80 
percent  of  its  population  in  1980  is  young  adult:     27  percent  is  15-19 
years  old,  38  percent  is  between  20-24,  and  16  percent  is  25-34.  This 
leaves  only  20  percent  of  the  population  to  be  distributed  over  all  the 
ages  under  15  and  35  and  over.     Some  13,000  persons  out  of  a 
31 , 000-person  total  live  in  college  dormitories  and  other  group 
quarters.     The  households  occupied  by  the  remainder  of  the  population 
are  84  percent  nonfamily,  with  high  proportions  of  singles  and 
roommates.     Educational  and  occupational  achievement  levels  are  high, 
with  85  percent  of  adults  25  years  and  older  being  high  school 
graduates,  41  percent  college  graduates,  and  37  percent  of  workers 
employed  in  professional,  technical  and  managerial  occupations.  Yet, 
household  incomes  are  the  lowest  in  Boston  and  residential  turnover  the 
highest  by  far,  reflecting  the  presence  of  students. 

Alls ton-Bright on 

Allston-Brighton  shares  some  of  Fenway-Kenmore ' s  characteristics: 
it  has  become  an  area  of  young  adults,  with  half  its  population  aged 
between  20-34  years  in  1980.     While  it  houses  some  5,700  persons,  mostly 
students,  in  group  quarters,  the  young  adults  tend  to  be  older  and 
working.     Again,  high  educational  attainment  and  occupational  skills 
prevail,  as  does  high  mobility,  all  characteristic  of  Boston's  young 
adults.     Two- thirds  of  the  households  are  nonfamily,  both  singles  and 
roommates.     Minorities  form  small  proportions,  with  Asians  making  up  the 
largest  minority  group  (some  3,000  persons).     Household  income  is 
average  for  the  City,  because  of  above-average  family  income  and  below- 
average  income  of  unrelated  individuals.     Allston-Brighton  is  one  of 
Boston's  growing  neighborhoods. 
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Central,  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill 

The  Central  area  and  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill  neighborhoods  share 
several  characteristics,  including  population  growth  during  the  1970s. 
They  are  increasingly  populated  by  young  to  middle-aged  adults  who  are 
well  educated,  employed  in  high-level  positions,  and  have  high  incomes. 
They  are  also  extremely  mobile  reflecting  a  preponderance  of  young, 
nonfamily  households. 

Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill  is  an  archetypal  young  professional 
neighborhood  having  many  smaller  households,  two-worker  families,  young, 
mobile  and  professionally  employed  residents,  and  higher  incomes. 

While  a  high  proportion  of  Central  area  residents  share  these 
characteristics,  the  area  is  more  diverse.     There  are  older  adults  as 
well  as  young  ones.     Chinatown  is  home  to  more  than  3,000  people  of 
Asian  origin.     Nearly  AO  percent  of  households  contain  families.  These 
characteristics  reflect  a  more  traditional,  less  affluent  ethnic 
presence  which  gives  the  Central  area  residents  a  different  dimension. 

South  End 

South  End  is  one  of  Boston's  growth  neighborhoods  with  two  distinct 
types  of  population.     There  is  a  growing  concentration  of  young  to 
middle-aged  adults,  with  high  levels  of  educational  attainment  and 
occupational  skills,  resembling  that  of  the  Central  and  Back  Bay-Beacon 
Hill  neighborhoods.     South  End  is  also  home  to  an  expanding  black, 
hispanic,  and  Asian  minority  population  with  a  more  traditional 
household  structure  and  lower  income.     Forty  percent  of  the  population 
is  white,  40  percent  is  black,  with  Asian  and  hispanic  communities  of 
over  3,000  persons  each,  together  making  up  20  percent  of  the  total. 
Families  make  up  AO  percent  of  all  households.     Of  the  families  with 
children  under  18  years,  A6  percent  are  headed  by  single  women.  While 
incomes  here  have  risen  faster  than  those  for  Boston  as  a  whole  during 
the  1970s,  the  median  family  income  is  below  the  citywide  median.  The 
South  End  is  one  of  Boston's  most  racially,  ethnically,  and  economically 
diverse  neighborhoods. 

Jamaica  Plain 

Jamaica  Plain,  like  the  South  End,  is  a  neighborhood  of  whites  and 
minorities,  including  blacks  and  hispanics.     The  age  distribution  is 
distinct  with  a  higher  proportion  of  children  and  elderly  than  in  most 
Boston  neighborhoods.     The  white  population  makes  up  63  percent  and 
blacks  20  percent  of  the  total  population.     Nearly  7,800  persons  or  20 
percent  are  of  hispanic  origin  forming  the  largest  hispanic  community  in 
Boston.     Over  half  the  households  are  families.     However,  female-headed 
families  with  children  comprise  A6  percent  of  families  with  children, 
and  1A  percent  of  all  households.     The  educational  attainment, 
occupational  distribution,  and  incomes  of  nonfamily  households  are  close 
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to  the  Boston  average,  while  median  family  income  is  below  the  Boston 
average  in  1980. 

Roxbury,  Mattapan 

Roxbury  and  Mattapan  have  predominantly  black  populations  (close  to 
80  percent)  and  large  proportions  of  families  with  children.     Some  7,700 
or  13  percent  of  Roxbury' s  residents  are  of  hispanic  origin,  making  it 
the  second  largest  hispanic  community  among  the  neighborhoods  in  1980. 
Both  have  high  percentages  of  children,  teenagers  and  young  adults. 
Nearly  two-thirds  of  Roxbury  households  and  nearly  three-fourths  of 
Mattapan  households  are  families.     Female-headed  families  in  Roxbury 
make  up  42  percent  of  all  families  and  60  percent  of  all  families  with 
children.     For  Mattapan,  the  comparable  proportions  are  32  percent  and 
47  percent,  respectively. 

However,  the  two  areas  have  fared  differently  economically. 
Mattapan' s  median  household  income  is  above  average  while  Roxbury 's  is 
the  lowest  among  Boston's  neighborhoods,  with  the  exception  of 
Fenway-Kenmore.     Mattapan  residents  tend  to  hold  somewhat  higher-skilled 
jobs  and  some  two-thirds  of  the  residents  are  high  school  graduates.  In 
Roxbury,  about  55  percent  of  the  adults  are  high  school  graduates, 
unemployment  rates  are  high,  labor-force  participation  is  lower,  and 
there  is  a  greater  concentration  of  the  less-skilled  occupations. 

North  Dorchester,  South  Dorchester 

North  and  South  Dorchester  are  both  approximately  two-thirds  white. 
The  minority  population  is  concentrated  in  the  western  portion  of  both 
neighborhoods.     South  Dorchester  has  more  than  twice  the  population  of 
its  northern  neighbor.     The  median  age  of  both  neighborhoods 
approximates  that  of  the  City — 29  years.      Both  neighborhoods  have 
relatively  high  proportions  of  15-19  year-olds,  have  gained  in  numbers 
of  young  adults  under  35,  and  have  lost  population  in  the  older  age- 
groups  during  the  1970s.     This  is  reflected  in  their  loss  of  40  percent 
of  the  white  population  during  the  decade.     Despite  these  losses,  South 
Dorchester  still  has  the  largest  number  of  white  residents  of  any 
planning  district.     The  black  and  hispanic  populations  in  South 
Dorchester  have  increased  rapidly.     Both  Dorchesters  now  house  more  than 
3,000  hispanics. 

Both  neighborhoods  have  above  average  proportions  of  family 
households.     Two-thirds  of  all  households  contain  families,  about  40 
percent  are  made  up  of  married  couples,  and  almost  40  percent  are 
families  with  children.     Of  the  families  with  children,  over  35  percent 
are  headed  by  single  women. 

South  Dorchester  has  a  higher  level  of  economic  well-being  than  the 
city  overall.     South  Dorchester  has  higher  proportions  of  high  school 
graduates  and  professional  and  related  workers.     North  Dorchester  ranks 
somewhat  below  the  average,  in  terms  of  household  and  family  income. 
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Introduction 
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The  decade  of  the  1970s  was  a  time  of  significant  change  in  the  City  of 
Boston  and  its  neighborhoods.  While  the  number  of  housing  units  in  Boston  va 
stable,  its  population  declined  indicating  a  decrease  in  average  household 
size.  However,  underlying  these  citywide  trends  were  different  patterns  of 
stability  and  change  in  the  sixteen  neighborhoods  that  compose  Boston.  Indeed 
the  1970-1980  decade  has  brought  a  transformation  of  the  population  of  the  Cit 
and  many  of  its  neighborhoods  with  regard  to  total  numbers,  race  and  ethnicity 
and  social  and  economic  characteristics. 

This  report,  based  on  data  from  the  1970  and  1980  U.S.  Census  of 
Population  and  Housing,  provides  an  overview  of  trends  in  the  neighborhoods 
during  the  last  decade.     These  neighborhoods  are  the  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority  planning  districts  used  during  the  1970s.     Comparisons  with  the  city 
as  a  whole  are  also  provided.     Subject  matter  includes  population  change,  age, 
race,  hispanic  origin,  ethnic  heritage,  marital  status,  family  relationship, 
household  composition,  labor  force  status,  occupation,  industry,  commute  to 
work,  income,  poverty  status,  housing,  and  mobility.     Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority  Research  Department  reports  that  analyze  some  of  these  topics  in 
depth  are  noted  in  the  text.     This  report  is  largely  descriptive  rather  than 
analytical,  but  it  highlights  for  the  reader  neighborhoods  in  which  noteworthy 
change  occurred,  how  this  change  compared  to  citywide  trends,  and  some  of  the 
reasons  behind  the  changes  observed. 

The  most  important  changes  between  1970  and  1980  were  several  related 
citywide  shifts.     These  included  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  young, 
working-age  persons;  more  nonfamily  households;  a  dramatic  increase  in 
educational  attainment;  and  a  labor  force  in  which  the  typical  worker  held  a 
professional,  technical  or  managerial  occupation  and  worked  in  the  financial 
and  professional  services  industries.     All  the  neighborhoods  shared  in  these 
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6hifts  to  a  greater  or  lesser  extent.     Growing  numbers  of  minorities  also  have 
been  a  strong  force  in  determining  the  social  and  economic  character  of  several 
neighborhoods.     At  the  same  time,  the  presence  of  some  20,000  students  in 
Boston  has  continued  to  shape  the  social  and  economic  character  of  a  few 
neighborhoods.     These  citywide  shifts  have  paved  the  way  for  the  population 
changes  of  the  1980s,  which  include  overall  population  growth  and  further 
changes  in  characteristics. 
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II.    Demographic  Characteristics 
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Population  Growth  and  Decline 

Between  1970  and  1980,  Boston's  population  declined  by  12  percent  to 
562,994  persons.     Two-thirds,  or  12  of  Boston's  16  neighborhoods  also 
experienced  declines,  as  seen  in  Table  1.     North  Dorchester,  Mattapan,  and 
South  Dorchester  had  declines  of  20  percent  or  more.    Above  average  losses  also 
occurred  in  East  Boston,  Charlestown,  South  Boston,  Jamaica  Plain,  Roxbury,  and 
Roslindale.     Below  average  losses  were  seen  in  Fenway-Kenmore,  West  Roxbury, 
and  Hyde  Park.     On  the  other  hand,  several  neighborhoods  gained  population, 
i.e.,  South  End  (18.7  percent),  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill  (9.4  percent),  Central 
(6.6  percent),  and  Allston-Brighton  (2.5  percent).    Therefore,  Boston's 
neighborhoods  showed  a  wide  range  of  population  gain  and  loss.     Losses  occurred 
in  most  of  the  traditional  neighborhoods  while  gains  were  shown  by 
neighborhoods  with  large  numbers  of  young  adults  and  significant  numbers  of  new 
and  converted  housing  units. 

Table  2  indicates  the  population  living  in  households,  i.e.  occupied 
housing  units,  and  group  quarters,  such  as  college  dormitories  and  fraterni- 
ties, nursing  schools,  orphanages,  convents,  penal  institutions,  and  nursing 
homes.     In  most  neighborhoods,  the  population  in  group  quarters  is  small. 
However,  it  is  large  in  areas  with  many  students  such  as  Fenway-Kenmore 
(13,052),  Allston-Brighton  (5,662),  and  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill  (5,354).  The 
number  of  persons  living  in  group  quarters  is  essentially  unchanged  since  1970. 

While  the  number  of  households  was  roughly  stable  between  1970  and  1980, 
the  average  number  of  persons  living  in  households  declined  by  13  percent  to 
2.4  persons  per  household.     This  decline  in  household  size  is  the  source  of 
Boston's  population  loss.     Table  3  shows  that  household  size  declined  in  every 
neighborhood  except  Fenway-Kenmore.     In  addition,  only  minimal  declines 
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occurred  in  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill  and  South  End.     Other  neighborhoods  had 
considerable  shrinkage  in  household  size  due  to  a  variety  of  reasons;  including 
a  larger  number  of  elderly  and  young  adults  living  alone,  an  increase  in 
non-family  households,  increasing  divorce  rates,  and  fewer  births  and  children 
in  families.    These  trends  are  discussed  further  in  the  sections  about  age 
distribution,  household  relationship,  and  household  composition. 

Sex  Ratios 

During  the  1970-1980  decade,  Boston's  sex  ratio  increased  to  89  males  per 
100  females  from  the  85  to  100  ratio  of  1970.     This  was  a  significant  change 
when  compared  to  the  national  sex  ratio  trend  which  declined  from  94.8  to  94.5 
males  per  100  females.     The  small  national  decline  resulted  from  the  greater 
increased  life  expectancy  for  women  than  for  men  being  partially  offset  by 
improved  census  counts  of  males  in  1980  compared  to  1970,  especially  young 
adult,  minority  males. 

A  number  of  factors  have  contributed  to  Boston's  increasing  sex  ratio 
including  better  census  counting  in  1980  and  a  relatively  young  age  distribu- 
tion, with  a  decline  in  the  numbers  and  percentage  of  elderly. 

However,  when  Table  4  is  compared  to  Table  5,  the  relationship  between 
increasing  sex  ratios  and  changes  in  median  age  is  not  very  close.     Instead  the 
explanation  rests  with  the  tendency  of  relatively  more  males  in  the  ages  from 
15  to  64  to  live  in  Boston.     Indeed,  it  is  the  dramatic  increase  in  the  numbers 
of  males  in  the  20-34  age  group  which  is  the  linchpin  of  this  change.  Young 
males  increased  by  over  20,000  compared  to  an  increase  of  less  than  12,000 
increase  for  females  in  these  age  groups.     This  trend  is  related  to  the  change 
in  lifestyles  among  young  adults  for  whom  marriage,  childbearing ,  and  moves  to 
the  suburbs  are  lower  priorities  than  they  were  in  previous  decades. 
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The  information  about  sex  ratios  by  age  group,  extracted  from  Tables  14  I 
15,  corroborates  the  information  from  Table  4  about  sex  ratios  by  neighborhoo 
The  male  population  has  grown  significantly  faster  than  the  female  population 
in  planning  districts  with  a  high  proportion  of  young  adults,  including 
Central,  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill,  South  End,  Fenway-Kenmore ,  and  Allston-Brighto; 

The  median  age  of  Boston  residents  remained  relatively  stable  at  28.9 
years  in  1980  compared  to  28.1  years  in  1970.     This  shows  a  population  aging 
more  slowly  than  that  of  the  Boston  SMSA  and  the  nation  because  of  the 
inmigration  of  young  adults.     The  average  age  of  both  metro  Boston  and  the 
nation  rose  about  two  years  during  the  decade  to  31.3  years  and  30.0  years, 
respectively.     However,  around  Boston's  fairly  stable  median  age,  the 
neighborhood  medians  varied  and  the  age  distribution  of  Boston  and  its 
neighborhoods  changed  enormously. 

The  median  age  of  neighborhood  residents  in  Table  5  varied  considerably. 
These  neighborhoods  were  led  by  West  Roxbury  (39.3  years)  and  Central  (38.6 
years),  followed  by  East  Boston,  South  Boston,  Hyde  Park  and  Charlestown.  Witl 
the  exception  of  Central,  these  neighborhoods  tended  to  have  older,  white 
residents.     These  traditionally  family  neighborhoods  have  lost  children  (who 
grew  up  and  moved)  to  other  areas,  forming  households  for  themselves. 
Neighborhoods  with  median  ages  that  approximated  the  citywide  median  included 
Jamaica  Plain-Parker  Hill,  South  End,  North  Dorchester,  and  South  Dorchester 
where  there  has  been  a  recent  turnover  to  young  adult  minority  and  non-minorit 
residents.     Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill  contrasted  as  a  neighborhood  that  aged  to 
Boston's  median  as  residential  turnover  has  brought  in  an  older  group  of  young 
adults.     Fenway-Kenmore  and  Allston-Brighton ,  with  high  proportions  of  college 
students  and  young  adults,  remained  below  the  average.     Roxbury  and  Mattapan 
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medians  were  below  Boston's  average  due  to  a  large  number  of  minority  families 
with  children. 

Age  Distribution 

In  1980,  Boston's  age  distribution  centered  on  the  20-34  year  age  groups. 
One-in-three  persons  was  in  this  age  group  in  1980  compared  to  one-in-four 
persons  in  1970,  as  seen  in  Tables  7  and  9.     This  is  a  result  of  the  Baby 
Boomers  being  concentrated  in  these  ages  and  the  inmigration  of  young  adults 
seeking  higher  education  and  careers.     All  other  age  groups,  whether  older  or 
younger,  have  shrunk  as  a  proportion  of  the  total  except  for  the  15-19  year  and 
75  year  and  older  groups.     In  1980,  one-sixth  of  the  population  was  15  or 
younger  compared  to  one-fourth  in  1970.    The  proportions  in  the  middle  age 
groups  have  declined  slightly  while  the  proportion  of  elderly  has  been  stable. 
In  numbers,  Table  10  shows  that  Boston  gained  some  32,000  20-34  year  olds  while 
losing  110,000  persons  in  other  age  groups  for  a  net  loss  of  78,000  persons 
during  the  decade.     Table  11  shows  that  Boston's  largest  percentage  losses 
between  1970  and  1980  were  among  children.     The  average  loss  for  the  0-14  age 
group  was  37  percent,  which  was  due  to  both  fewer  births  and  net  out-migration. 

In  general,  the  neighborhoods  followed  the  city-wide  1970-80  pattern  of 
loss  for  those  under  20  years  and  those  aged  35  to  74,  and  of  gain  for  those 
20-34  years  and  75  and  over.     Notable  variations  in  these  trends  and  exceptions 
will  be  mentioned  here. 

Among  children  under  15,  the  largest  percentage  losses  occurred  in  the 
traditional  neighborhoods  of  East  Boston,  Charlestown,  South  Boston  and  West 
Roxbury.     High  losses  also  occurred  in  Fenway-Kenmore  and  Allston-Brighton 
where  the  numbers  of  young  college  students  and  singles  were  increasing.  Areas 
that  bucked  the  trend  and  showed  small  increases  in  children  10-14  years  were 
South  End  and  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill.     Increases  in  15-19  year  olds  occurred  in 
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South  End,  Mattapan  and  Roxbury  where  there  were  large  numbers  of  minority 
youth. 

Table  7  shows  that  the  neighborhoods  with  the  highest  proportion  of 
children  under  10  years  of  age  were  Roxbury  (17  percent),  Mattapan  (17 
percent),  and  Jamaica  Plain-Parker  Hill  (13  percent)  despite  their  considerab 
losses  seen  in  Tables  10  and  11.    Mattapan  and  Roxbury  had  the  highest 
proportions  of  10-14  year  olds  also,  followed  by  North  and  South  Dorchester. 
While  Fenway-Kenmore  had  the  highest  proportion,  27  percent,  of  15-19  year  ol< 
among  the  planning  districts  because  of  its  transient  student  population, 
Mattapan,  Roxbury,  and  North  and  South  Dorchester  were  also  above  the  citywidt 
average.     Therefore,  children  and  adolescents  were  increasingly  located  in 
areas  that  had  predominantly  minority  populations,  as  seen  in  Tables  12  and  12 

One-third  of  Boston's  population  was  aged  20-34  in  1980.     However,  over 
half  of  the  population  in  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill,  Allston-Brighton,  and  Fenway- 
Kenmore  was  in  this  age  group.     In  terms  of  numbers,  Allston-Brighton  had  the 
most  young  adults,  some  33,000.     Large  numbers  of  young  adults  were  also  found 
in  Fenway-Kenmore  and  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill,  some  17,000  each,  and  Roxbury  and 
South  Dorchester,  with  about  15,000  each.     While  the  20-24  year  olds  were 
clustered  in  Allston-Brighton  and  Fenway-Kenmore,  where  many  college  students 
live,  the  25-34  year  olds  were  more  dispersed.     Neighborhoods  with  the  highest 
proportions  of  25-34  year  olds  were  Back  Bay,  with  one-third,  and  Central, 
South  End,  and  Allston-Brighton  with  one-quarter  each. 

The  areas  with  the  largest  percentage  increases  in  25-34  year  olds  were 
South  End,  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill,  Allston-Brighton,  and  Central,  with  107 
percent,  83  percent,  78  percent,  and  72  percent,  respectively.     On  the  other 
hand,  East  Boston,  Roxbury,  North  Dorchester,  and  Mattapan  had  increases  of 
less  than  10  percent  among  25-34  year  olds  compared  to  a  35  percent  increase 
city-wide.     While  all  neighborhoods  have  gained  in  both  numbers  and  proportion 
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of  young  adults,  the  range  of  increase  showed  the  appeal  of  various 
neighborhoods  to  young  adults.     The  new  Bostonians  who  are  young  adults  with 
high-level  education,  skills,  and  occupations  have  been  disproportionately 
attracted  to  areas  adjacent  to  areas  of  growing  employment  in  finance, 
education,  health  and  other  high-level  services. 

The  number  of  people  35-54  declined  by  20  percent  in  Boston  between  1970 
and  1980,  35-44  year  olds  dropped  by  some  13  percent,  and  45-54  year  olds 
decreased  by  26  percent.     These  losses  implied  a  slowing  of  out  migration 
compared  to  the  two  previous  decades.    Movement  to  the  suburbs  for  both  better 
educational  opportunities  for  children  and  housing  has  been  an  important 
factor.     The  planning  districts  with  the  greatest  loss  in  these  age  groups 
included  Roslindale,  with  a  34  percent  loss,  Hyde  Park,  North  Dorchester  and 
East  Boston.     Fenway-Kenmore  also  lost  a  high  proportion,  45  percent,  of  its 
45-54  year  old  residents. 

However,  a  number  of  planning  districts  gained  middle  aged  residents,  Back 
Bay-Beacon  Hill  gained  both  35-44  and  45-54  year  olds  while  Central,  South  End, 
and  Mattapan  had  gains  among  the  35-44  year  age  group.     These  four  planning 
districts  had  the  highest  proportions  of  35-44  year  olds  in  Boston,  some  2  to  4 
percent  above  the  Boston  average  of  9.4  percent.     However,  the  neighborhoods 
with  high  proportions  of  45-54  year  olds  were  East  Boston  at  11.3  percent,  with 
Charlestown,  Central,  West  Roxbury  and  Hyde  Park  close  behind.     In  contrast, 
only  2.7  percent  of  the  Fenway-Kenmore  population  fell  in  this  age  group 
compared  to  8.7  percent  citywide. 
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Between  1970  and  1980,  Boston  lost  close  to  20  percent  of  both  the  55-6 
year  and  65-74  year  age  groups.     Moreover,  the  patterns  of  gain  and  loss  for 
these  two  age  groups  was  remarkably  similar.     In  1980,  9  percent  of  Boston's 
population  was  55-64  years  old  and  7  percent  was  65-74  years  of  age.  However 
East  Boston  and  West  Roxbury  had  notable  proportions  of  these  older  age  groups 
Among  East  Bostonians  13.3  percent  were  55-64  years  old  and  9.9  percent  were 
65-74  years  old.     In  West  Roxbury,  12.9  percent  were  55-64  years  of  age  and 
12.5  percent  were  65-74  years  old.    Above  average  proportions  of  both  age 
groups  were  found  in  Charlestown,  South  Boston,  Central,  Hyde  Park,  and 
Roslindale . 

Several  of  these  neighborhoods  showed  gains  in  these  age  groups  in 
contrast  to  the  citywide  loss:     East  Boston,  Central,  Hyde  Park,  and,  for  the 
65-74  year  group,  West  Roxbury.     At  the  other  end  of  the  spectrum,  large  lossei 
occurred  in  Mattapan,  Fenway-Kenmore ,  Allston-Brighton,  Jamaica  Plain-Parker 
Hill,  and  South  Dorchester. 

While  less  than  6  percent  of  Boston's  population  is  very  elderly,  i.e., 
years  and  older,  the  proportions  in  Table  7  range  from  9.5  percent  in  West 
Roxbury  and  8.6  percent  in  Roslindale  to  near  3  percent  in  Mattapan  and 
Fenway-Kenmore.     West  Roxbury  has  experienced  the  largest  growth  and  Mattapan 
the  largest  loss  among  this  age  group,  nearly  50  percent  in  both  cases. 


For  a  detailed  description  of  Boston's  elderly  population,  see 

Richard  S.  O'Hara,  Jr.,  "The  Boston  Elderly,  by  Neighborhood,  Race  and 
Ethnic  Origin",  Research  Department,  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority, 
February  1983. 
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Several  patterns  of  age  distribution  change  since  1970  characterize  the 
individual  neighborhoods.    While  all  neighborhoods  have  experienced  a  propor- 
tionate loss  of  children,  above  these  ages  three  different  patterns  of  change 
can  be  discerned  by  comparing  Tables  7  and  9.     First,  there  is  a  pattern  of 
increase  of  both    young  adults  and  older  people,    with  several  variations  on 
this  pattern.     In  East  Boston,  South  Boston,  Hyde  Park  and  West  Roxbury,  young 
adults  through  age  35  and  older  adults  of  55  or  60  years  and  over  grew  as  a 
proportion  of  neighborhood  populations.     In  Roxbury  and  North  Dorchester,  this 
pattern  was  modified  by  a  loss  and  stability,  respectively,  in  the  population 
over  65  years  of  age.     For  Central,  the  gains  among  younger  adults  extended  to 
age  45.     For  Allston-Brighton,  Jamaica  Plain-Parker  Hill,  and  South  Dorchester, 
gains  among  younger  adults  extended  to  age  45  and  gains  among  older  adults  were 
confined  to  those  75  years  and  older. 

The  second  pattern  is  an  increasing  proportion  of  young  adults  and  a 
decreasing  or  stable  proportion  of  residents  in  the  older  ages.     For  instance, 
South  End,  Fenway-Kenmore ,  and  Mattapan  have  proportional  losses  in  the 
population  aged  45  and  over,  while  Charlestown  has  had  a  stable  population  45 
years  and  older.     In  Roslindale,  proportional  loss  has  occurred  in  all  age 
groups  35  years  or  older.     The  third  pattern  is  unique  to  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill: 
loss  among  15-24  year  olds,  gains  among  those  25-54  years  of  age,  and  loss  for 
those  55  years  and  older. 

Racial  Composition 

The  racial  composition  of  Boston  changed  moderately  during  the  1970-1980 
decade.     Tables  16  and  20  show  that  whites  declined  as  a  proportion  of  the 
total  population  from  82  percent  to  70  percent.     Blacks  increased  from  16  to  22 
percent  of  the  total  while  Asian  and  Pacific  Islanders  grew  from  1.6  to  2.7 
percent.     Native  Americans  remained  at  0.2  percent  of  the  population  while 


other  races  increased  from  0.3  to  4.7  percent,  reflecting  the  tendency  of  some 
hispanics  to  indicate  their  race  as  other  rather  than  as  white  or  black  in 
1980.     This  tendency  probably  reduced  slightly  the  proportion  recorded  as  whit 
or  black  in  1980.  I 

Of  the  562,994  persons  counted  in  1980,  393,937  were  white,  a  decline  of 
some  25  percent.     Blacks  numbered  126,229,  a  gain  of  21  percent.    Asian  and 
Pacific  Islanders  increased  44  percent  to  15,150  while  Native  Americans  grew  b; 
24  percent  to  1,302.     Some  26,000  "Other  races"  were  also  counted,  as  seen  in 
Table  16. 

All  neighborhoods  had  a  lower  proportion  of  whites  in  1980  than  in  1970 
(Table  21).     The  highest  proportions  of  whites,  some  98  percent,  were  still 
found  in  East  Boston,  Charlestown,  South  Boston,  and  West  Roxbury.     Table  18 
shows  that  Roxbury  and  Mattapan  had  the  lowest  proportion  of  whites  at  10 
percent  and  15  percent,  respectively. 

The  largest  numbers  of  whites  were  still  found  in  Allston-Brighton  and 
South  Dorchester.     Table  17  shows  that  the  smallest  numbers  of  whites  lived  in 
Roxbury  and  Mattapan,  less  than  6,000  in  each.     The  largest  proportional  losses 
were  in  these  two  planning  districts  also,  at  66  and  76  percent,  respectively. 
Table  21  also  shows  that  North  and  South  Dorchester  lost  over  40  percent  of 
their  white  residents  between  1970  and  1980.     On  the  other  hand,  the  white 
population  of  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill  grew  by  5  percent  while  Central  and  South 
End  lost  only  1  percent  or  less  of  their  white  residents. 

During  the  1970-80  decade,  Boston's  black  population  increased  by  22,000 
to  126,000  persons,  or  by  some  21  percent  (Table  22)     The  neighborhoods  with 
the  largest  enclaves  of  blacks  were  Roxbury  with  45,000,  Mattapan  with  29,000, 
South  Dorchester  with  16,000,  and  South  End  with  11,000  black  residents.  The 
proportions  black  of  total  population  in  these  neighborhoods  were  78  percent, 
81  percent,  28  percent  and  41  percent,  respectively.     Blacks  in  these  planning 
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districts  comprised  80  percent  of  all  Boston's  black  population,  compared  to  84 
percent  in  1970.    However,  they  were  not  necessarily  the  neighborhoods  with  the 
largest  proportional  increases  during  the  decade.     Hyde  Park  had  the  largest 
increase  in  blacks,  nearly  thirty-fold  to  3,864  persons  or  13  percent  of  the 
neighborhood  population.     Neighborhoods  with  increases  of  some  100  percent 
include  Central,  Allston-Brighton,  South  Dorchester,  West  Roxbury,  and  Back 
Bay-Beacon  Hill.     However,  the  resulting  numbers  were  small  except  in  South 
Dorchester,  as  mentioned  above.     Of  the  other  neighborhoods  with  sizeable  black 
populations,  Mattapan's  blacks  increased  by  56  percent  and  South  End's  by  55 
percent,  yet  Roxbury 's  blacks  declined  by  15  percent.     Roxbury  was  the  only 
neighborhood  with  a  large  black  population  to  show  a  decline.     Declines  among 
blacks  also  occurred  in  East  Boston,  Charlestown,  and  South  Boston.     In  these 
neighborhoods,  the  very  low  numbers  of  black  residents  in  these  neighborhoods 
in  1970  were  substantially  diminished  by  the  fear  of  repercussions  from  the 
sometimes  tragic  race  relations  events  of  the  decade. 

The  population  of  Asians  and  Pacific  Islanders  in  Boston  grew  by  over 
one-half  to  13,107  persons.     In  1980,  Table  23  shows  that  the  neighborhoods 
with  the  largest  Asian  populations,  3,000  or  more,  included  Central, 
Allston-Brighton,  and  South  End.     The  Asian  population  of  these  neighborhoods 
included  nearly  three-fourths  of  all  Boston's  Asians  in  1980  compared  to 
two-thirds  in  1970.     Central  and  Allston-Brighton  showed  increases  of  about  140 
percent  during  the  decade.     The  number  of  Asians  in  the  South  End  increased  by 
only  10  percent  between  1970  and  1980.     South  Boston,  Roxbury,  and  North  and 
South  Dorchester  actually  lost  some  of  their  small  Asian  populations. 

The  hispanic  population  of  Boston  has  doubled  to  some  36,000  during  the 
1970-1980  decade.     Some  of  this  increase,  shown  in  Table  24,  is  due  to  better 
census  counting  and  an  increased  willingness  by  respondents  to  indicate  their 
hispanic  identity.     The  largest  enclaves  of  hispanics  were  located  in  Roxbury 


and  Jamaica  Plain  by  both  censuses.     Together  they  comprised  A3  percent  of  th 
City's  hispanics  in  both  1970  and  1980.    Table  24  shows  that  large  groups  of  • 
hispanics  were  also  found  in  South  Dorchester,  South  End,  North  Dorchester  an 
Allston-Brighton,  with  close  to  3,000  or  more  in  each.     Mattapan,  Fenway- 
Kenmore,  and  Roslindale  each  had  over  1,000  hispanic  residents  in  1980.  Soutl 
Dorchester  and  Roslindale  are  newcomers  to  the  list  of  planning  districts 
housing  1,000  or  more  hispanics.     These  two  neighborhoods,  along  with  West 
Roxbury,  experienced  the  highest  proportional  increase  in  hispanics,  over  200 
percent,  with  some  581  percent  for  West  Roxbury  because  of  its  tiny  number  in 
1970.    All  the  other  planning  districts  except  South  Boston  had  increases  as 
well. 

Language  Spoken  at  Home  and  Ability  to  Speak  English 

Nearly  82  percent  of  Boston's  1980  population  aged  5  years  and  older,  somi 
435,000  persons,  spoke  English  only.     Some  98,000  persons  or  18  percent  spoke  * 
language  other  than  English  at  home  as  reported  in  Table  25.     This  included  5 
percent  Spanish  speakers  and  13  percent  who  spoke  other  languages  at  home. 
Additionally,  14  percent  spoke  English  well,  but  4  percent  spoke  English  either 
not  well  or  not  at  all. 

Planning  districts  with  above  average  proportions  of  other  language 
speakers  were  East  Boston,  Central,  South  End,  Allston-Brighton,  Jamaica  Plain, 
North  Dorchester  and  Roslindale.     However,  many  of  those  who  spoke  another 
language  at  home  spoke  English  well.     For  instance,  there  were  large  numbers  of 
Spanish  speakers  in  Jamaica  Plain,  Roxbury,  Allston-Brighton,  South  End,  South 
Dorchester,  Mattapan,  and  North  Dorchester.     However,  the  number  of  essentially 
Spanish-only  speakers  was  much  smaller.     There  were  some  2,000  each  in  Jamaica 
Plain  and  Roxbury  among  other  language  groups  with  non-English  speakers,  there 
were  over  2,500  each  in  Central,  2,200  in  Allston-Brighton  and  1,500  in  South 
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End  who  were  principally  Chinese  and  other  Asians.     (We  note  that  there  is  some 
evidence  of  undercounting  of  this  group.)     In  East  Boston,  the  1,400 
non-English  speakers  were  predominantly  Italian.     In  North  Dorchester,  Cape 
Verdean/Portuguese  and  Polish  speakers  were  significant,  as  were  Greeks, 
Lebanese,  and  Syrians  in  Roslindale. 

The  variety  of  languages  spoken  and  ethnic  groups  represented  above  speaks 
of  the  diversity  among  neighborhoods  in  a  cosmopolitan  Boston.     Because  no 
comparable  question  was  asked  in  the  1970  census,  comparisons  are  not 
presented . 

Ancestry 

Tables  26  and  27  present  census  information  on  ancestry,  i.e.,  a  person's 
self -identified  nationality,  descent,  or  country  of  origin.     Among  Boston's 
population,  375,000  or  some  67  percent  identified  themselves  as  having  a  single 
ancestry  group  with  38  percent  being  of  the  European  nationalities  shown  in 
Tables  24  and  25.     Of  these,  Irish  and  Italians  predominated  with  16  and  9 
percent  of  the  total,  respectively.     Some  28  percent  of  Bostonians  named  a 
single  ancestry  group  not  specified  on  the  list.     Among  the  20 
percent  of  Boston  residents  who  indicated  multiple-ancestry,  half  were 
English/Other.     Another  10  percent  did  not  indicate  their  ancestry  and  4 
percent  indicated  a  religious  or  other  non-national  ancestry.     Boston's  two 
largest  identifiable  ancestry  groups  were  Irish  and  Italian  which  were  claimed 
as  a  single-  or  partial-ancestry  by  27  percent  and  12  percent  of  the 
population,  respectively. 

The  neighborhoods  showed  enormous  variability  in  the  proportion  of  their 
residents  who  claimed  various  ancestry  groups.     For  instance,  52  percent  of 
East  Boston  and  28  percent  of  Central,  ostensibly  North  End,  residents  were  of 
pure  Italian  ancestry,  with  an  additional  10  and  8  percent,  respectively,  of 
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mixed  Italian  descent.     Another  19  percent  of  Central  residents  indicated  an 
unspecified  single-ancestry  group,  probably  mainly  Chinese  or  other  Asian 
nationalities . 

Irish  is  the  predominant  nationality  in  quite  a  few  neighborhoods.  In 
Charlestown  and  South  Boston,  Irish  descendants  formed  40  percent  of  the 
population  and  those  of  mixed  Irish  descent  another  20  percent.     In  West 
Roxbury,  the  proportion  of  Irish  was  34  percent  and  mixed  Irish  16  percent, 
with  pure  Italian  and  mixed  English  at  7  percent  each.     In  North  and  South 
Dorchester,  Roslindale  and  Hyde  Park  nearly  a  quarter  are  pure  Irish  with  some 
additional  15  percent  of  mixed  Irish  background. 

Ancestry  other  than  the  specified  European  nationalities  were  important  1 
the  latter  four  neighborhoods.     Poles  and  Greeks  formed  small  but  noteworthy 
groups  in  North  Dorchester  and  Roslindale,  respectively.     In  these  four 
neighborhoods,  "Other"  also  accounted  for  a  high  proportion  of  the  population. 
The  probable  elements  of  "Other"  for  these  neighborhoods  sounds  like  the  Unitec 
Nations:     Puerto  Rican,  Cape  Verdean,  and  other  European  nationalities  in  North 
Dorchester,  a  polyglot  of  ancestries  in  South  Dorchester;  Canadian,  Russian, 
Lebanese  and  other  Middle  Eastern  nationalities  in  Roslindale;  and  Canadian, 
East  European,  and  Middle  Eastern  backgrounds  in  Hyde  Park.     Back  Bay-Beacon 
Hill  had  noteworthy  numbers  of  English  and  Irish,  of  both  pure  and  mixed 
descent.       Fenway-Kenmore  was  another  polyglot  of  backgrounds,  largely 
reflecting  the  diversity  of  university  populations. 

The  "Other"  category  formed  the  largest  reported  ancestry  group  for 
Roxbury  (75  percent),  Mattapan  (67  percent),  and  South  End  (49  percent).  The 
primary  components  of  Other  here  are  African  or  American  with  some  Chinese  and 
other  Asians  in  South  End. 
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Marital  Status 

Table  28  shows  the  distribution  of  Boston's  men  and  women  aged  15  or  older 
by  marital  status.     Of  the  nearly  217,000  men  resident  in  Boston  in  1980, 
110,000  or  some  51  percent  were  single  (never  married)    while  82,000  (38 
percent)  were  currently  married.     The  proportions  of  separated,  widowed,  and 
divorced  men  were  relatively  small,  11  percent  combined.     Among  the  251,000 
women,  108,000  or  A3  percent  reported  being  single  while  another  80,000  (32 
percent)  responded  that  they  were  married.     In  addition,  some  33,000  reported 
being  widowed  while  about  29,000  were  separated  or  divorced. 

The  various  neighborhoods  had  very  different  distributions  of  marital 
statuses  and  these  different  distributions  related  to  the  age  distribution  in 
each  area.    Areas  with  high  proportions  of  students,  Fenway-Kenmore  and 
Allston-Brighton,  had  very  high  proportions  single.    Areas  of  young  adults, 
like  Central,  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill,  South  End,  and  Jamaica  Plain  had  high 
proportions  of  singles  also.     Roxbury  and  Mattapan  tended  to  have  singles 
overrepresented  as  well  largely  due  to  the  high  numbers  of  older  teenagers. 
The  areas  with  higher-than-average  proportions  of  married  persons  tended  to  be 
East  Boston,  South  Dorchester,  Roslindale,  West  Roxbury,  and  Hyde  Park.  The 
largest  numbers  of  widows  were  found  in  Allston-Brighton  and  South  Dorchester 
but  their  proportions  were  highest  in  Roslindale,  South  Boston,  and  West 
Roxbury.     While  divorced  men  were  most  concentrated  in  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill, 
divorced  women  were  most  often  found  in  Roxbury. 

Household  Relationship 

Households  were  divided  into  two  major  categories:     family  and  nonfamily. 
Family  households  contained  two  or  more  persons  related  by  blood,  marriage,  or 
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adoption.     Households  that  did  not  meet  this  definition  are  considered 
nonfamily . 

Comparison  of  the  household  relationship  of  Boston  residents  in  1970  and 
1980  revealed  important  changes  that  reflect  nationwide  trends.     Overall,  the 
was  a  tendency  for  an  increase  in  the  number  of  household  heads,  especially  i 
nonfamily  households,  and  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  children.  However, 
comparisons  of  the  1970  and  1980  data  were  limited  by  a  change  in  the  categor- 
ies of  household  relationship,  evident  in  Tables  29  through  32.     The  principaj 
changes  in  1980  were  to  1)  separate  "own  children"  from  "other  relatives  of 
head"  in  families,  2)  separate  non-relatives  in  family  households  from  those  i 
nonfamily  households,  and  3)  separate  nonfamily  heads  living  alone  from  those 
heading  multi-person  households. 

Husbands  and  wives  each  comprised  13  percent  of  Boston's  population  down 
from  16  percent  in  1970.    As  indicated  by  the  marital  status  distribution,  the 
highest  proportion  of  husbands  and  wives  living  together  continued  to  be  in 
East  Boston,  Roslindale,  West  Roxbury,  and  Hyde  Park.     The  proportion  of 
persons  who  were  children  in  families  declined  appreciably  city-wide,  from  35 
to  29  percent  of  the  total.    Moreover,  the  number  of  those  under  15  declined  ii 
every  neighborhood,  although  data  were  not  available  for  own  children  of  head 
by  neighborhood. 

Persons  in  all  other  household  relationship  categories  increased.  Female 
heads  of  family  households  increased  from  32,000  to  35,000,  and  from  5.0 
percent  to  6.3  percent  of  the  population.     This  increase  was  seen  in  all 
neighborhoods.     Roxbury  and  South  Dorchester  continued  to  have  the  largest 
numbers  of  female  heads  of  household  followed  by  Jamaica  Plain  and  Mattapan. 
In  percentage  terms,  Roxbury  led  the  list,  followed  by  Mattapan,  then  South 
Boston,  North  Dorchester,  Jamaica  Plain,  and  South  Dorchester.     This  general 


20 


ordering  of  neighborhoods  by  proportion  of  persons  who  were  female  householders 
was  unchanged  from  1970. 

Members  of  nonfamily  households  grew  by  40  percent,  while  the  number  of 
heads  of  nonfamily  households  grew  by  one-third.     In  general,  the  increases  in 
heads  of  nonfamily  households  between  1970  and  1980  were  inversely  related  to 
the  proportion  of  the  population  which  headed  nonfamily  households.  For 
instance,  the  increase  was  only  10  percent  in  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill  and 
Fenway-Kenmore  but  nearly  100  percent  in  East  Boston,  Charlestown,  West  Roxbury 
and  Hyde  Park.     The  proportion  of  the  population  that  were  nonfamily  household 
heads  in  1980  was  highest,  as  expected,  in  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill  (44  percent), 
Central  and  Fenway-Kenmore  (31  percent),  and  South  End  and  Allston-Brighton  (27 
percent) .     Roommates  added  another  6  to  15  percent  of  total  population  to 
nonfamily  household  residents. 

The  number  of  persons  in  group  quarters  had  not  changed  appreciably 
between  1970  and  1980.    A  10  percent  decline  in  inmates  of  institutions, 
principally  in  Roslindale,  Roxbury,  Jamaica  Plain,  and  South  End,  was  balanced 
by  a  3  percent  gain  in  other  group  quarters  populations.     The  latter  was 
primarily  found  in  Central,  Allston-Brighton,  and  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill  and 
included  both  dormitory  populations  and  the  homeless. 

Household  Composition 

The  trends  in  household  composition  between  1970  and  1980  parallel  those 
documented  in  the  Household  Relationship  section.     However,  focusing  on  the 
household ,  i.e.,  occupied  housing  unit,  as  the  unit  of  analysis  rather  than 
persons  according  to  their  relationship  within  a  household  sharpens  the  trends 
considerably.     Because  the  unit  of  analysis  in  this  section  is  the  household, 
group  quarters  are  not  considered  here.     This  excludes  the  living  arrangements 
of  some  40,000  persons  or  7  percent  of  Boston's  population.     Excluding  group 
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quarters  is  significant  only  for  Fenway-Kenmore ,  Allston-Brighton,  and  Back 


Bay-Beacon  Hill  where  many  college  dormitories  are  located. 

The  discussion  presented  here  is  summarized  and  adapted  from  a  more 


2 

extensive  BRA  Research  Department  publication  on  the  subject.      The  reader  is 


i 


referred  to  it  for  greater  detail. 

Boston's  shifts  in  age  distribution  and  in  household  composition  paralle 

i 

nation-wide  trends  toward  increasing  numbers  of  young  adults  and  smaller, 
increasingly  nonfamily  households.     Household  size  declined  13  percent  in 
Boston  and  nationwide.     Persons  aged  20  to  34  years  old  grew  to  33  percent  of 
the  population  of  Boston  from  24  percent  in  1970.     Nationwide,  the  share  of 
young  adults  20  to  34  years  old  swelled  from  20  to  26  percent. 

A  number  of  factors  have  contributed  to  the  shifts  in  household  type 
locally  and  nationally.    Most  important  is  the  aging  of  the  post-World  War  II 
Baby  Boom  cohorts  from  adolescence  and  their  early  twenties,  when  many  were 
children  within  their  parents'  households,  to  the  independence  of  more  mature, 
young  adults.     Trends  toward  later  marriage  and  childbearing  within  this  group 
have  also  been  important.     Rapidly  rising  divorce  rates,  which  have  recently 
leveled  off,  are  another  important  factor.     The  increasing  longevity  of  the 
elderly  and  their  improved  financial  condition  on  average  have  also  contribute 
to  a  larger  percentage  of  elderly  living  independently. 

A  unique  combination  of  other  factors  have  augmented  this  trend  in 
Boston.     These  factors  include  the  attraction  of  Boston's  numerous 
colleges  and  universities  for  young  adults,  the  expanding  number  of  jobs 
in  the  services  sector,  and  the  ambiance  of  a  vital  city  that  appeals  to 
many  young  persons.     On  the  other  hand,  Boston's  public  schools  lagged 


Margaret  C.  O'Brien,  "The  Changing  Household  Composition  of  Boston, 
Its  Neighborhoods  and  Selected  Minority  Groups",  November  1983. 
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behind  other  educational  systems  in  recent  decades  making  Boston  less 
attractive  to  many  families  with  children. 

Table  33  shows  that  there  were  218, A57  households  in  Boston  in 
1980,  a  marginal  increase,  0.4  percent,  over  the  217,622  households  of 
1970.     Of  these  households,  53  percent  were  occupied  by  families,  down 
from  65  percent  in  1970.     The  number  of  family  households,  those  with 
two  or  more  persons  related  by  blood,  marriage,  or  adoption,  has 
declined  some  17  percent  from  141,000  to  116,000.     Nonfamily  households, 
i.e.,  individuals  living  alone  or  with  other  unrelated  individuals,  have 
increased  from  a  corresponding  35  percent  to  47  percent  of  all 
households  in  1980.     This  represents  an  increase  of  one-third  between 
1970  and  1980  to  over  102,000  non-family  households. 

For  households  within  the  family  category,  more  extreme  changes  are 
observed.    Married  couples  with  children  have  declined  the  most,  by  35 
percent,  to  34,000  households  or  15  percent  of  the  total.     The  dramatic 
decline  in  fertility  since  1964  has  brought  about  this  change.  All 
married  couples  have  declined  by  28  percent,  until  in  1980  they 
comprised  one-third  of  Boston's  households.     Other  family  households, 
those  lacking  a  married  couple,  now  comprise  20  percent  of  all 
households.     Other  families  include  those  with  a  single  parent 
and  children,  siblings  living  together,  or  a  householder  with  an  older 
relative.     One  category  of  "other  family,"  female-headed  households  with 
children  under  18  years  now  comprised  10  percent  of  all  Boston 
households. 

This  shift  was  the  result  of  both  the  decline  in  married  couple 
families  with  children  and  the  increase  in  female,  single-parent 
families.     The  aging  of  much  of  the  Baby  Boom  cohort  to  beyond  age  18, 
delayed  marriage  and  childbearing  of  many  young  adults,  and  a  rapid 


23 


increase  in  rates  of  divorce  and  separation  among  those  married  fostered 
these  trends.    Moreover,  Boston's  mix  of  urban  amenities,  housing,  and 
public  services  has  had  limited  appeal  to  families  with  children. 

Specific  types  of  non-family  households  have  shown  dramatic  change 
as  well.     The  largest  increases  of  104  percent  and  42  percent  occurred 
among  male-headed,  one-  and  multi-person  households,  respectively,  who 
together  comprised  20  percent  of  1980  households.     Nonetheless,  the 
largest  group  of  nonfamily  households  in  1980  continued  to  be  females 
living  alone  who  formed  21  percent  of  all  Boston  households.  The 
increases  among  elderly,  nonfamily  households  has  been  small,  while  all 
elderly-headed  households  declined  by  perhaps  some  5  percent.     This  was 
due  to  the  countervailing  trends  of  an  increased  tendency  for  elderly  to 
live  alone  and  to  a  decline  of  10,000  or  13  percent  in  the  number  of 
elderly  during  the  1970  decade.     The  last  is  largely  due  to  smaller 
cohorts  reaching  age  65  or  beyond  as  a  result  of  their  migration  out  of 
Boston  in  earlier  decades. 

The  neighborhoods  of  Boston  show  great  diversity  in  their  household 
composition  compared  to  the  city  as  a  whole.     While  it  is  possible  to 
examine  the  composition  of  each  individual  neighborhood  from 
Tables  36-51,  the  highlights  indicated  by  the  planning  district  summary 
sheets,  Tables  34  and  35,  will  be  described  here. 

Slightly  more  than  half  of  Boston's  households  were  families  in 
1980.     However,  some  neighborhoods  had  much  higher  proportions  of  family 
households  while  other  neighborhoods  had  lower  proportions.     There  were 
three  distinct  groups  of  neighborhoods  as  measured  by  the  proportion  of 
households  occupied  by  families.     In  eight  of  sixteen  neighborhoods,  the 
proportion  of  family  households  was  close  to  two-thirds  or  more.  These 
included  East  Boston,  Roxbury,  North  Dorchester,  South  Dorchester, 
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Roslindale,  West  Roxbury,  Hyde  Park,  and  Mattapan.     In  three  more 
neighborhoods,  Charlestown,  South  Boston,  and  Jamaica  Plain,  families 
occupied  between  50  and  60  percent  of  all  households.     However,  the 
proportion  dropped  below  AO  percent  for  Central,  South  End,  and 
Allston-Brighton,  and  to  20  percent  or  less  in  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill  and 
Fenway-Kenmore.     The  neighborhoods  with  a  high  family  orientation 
spanned  the  city  geographically  and  included  a  broad  spectrum  of  ethnic 
and  income  groups.     Those  with  relatively  few  families  were  the 
neighborhoods  that  had  a  higher  proportion  of  young  adults  20-34  years 
than  did  Boston  as  a  whole.     Nonetheless,  the  proportion  of  family 
households  fell  between  1970  and  1980  for  all  neighborhoods. 

The  proportion  of  married  couples  with  children  declined  in  all 
neighborhoods  also.     Indeed,  in  no  neighborhood  was  the  proportion  of 
households  in  such  families  greater  than  25  percent  in  1980.     Those  with 
20  percent  or  more  of  their  households  occupied  by  traditional  families 
included  East  Boston,  North  and  South  Dorchester,  Roslindale,  West 
Roxbury,  Hyde  Park,  and  Mattapan.     At  the  other  end  of  the  spectrum  were 
the  neighborhoods  in  which  young  adults  predominate.     In  Fenway-Kenmore 
and  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill,  about  3  percent  of  households  contained 
married  couples  and  children.     For  Central  and  Allston-Brighton,  the 
proportion  approximated  9  percent. 

On  the  other  hand,  "other"  families  with  children  under  18  years 
grew  in  both  numbers  and  proportion  in  all  neighborhoods  during  the 
1970-1980  decade.     In  1980,  they  comprised  11  percent  of  the  households 
city-wide,  with  10  percent  headed  by  women  and  1  percent  headed  by  men. 

Several  neighborhoods  had  higher-than-average  proportions  of 
families  with  minor  children  headed  by  women.     In  Roxbury  and  Mattapan, 
they  formed  27  and  23  percent,  respectively,  of  total  households.  In 
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North  and  South  Dorchester  and  Jamaica  Plain,  the  proportion  was  14  to 
15  percent.    The  neighborhoods  with  the  lowest  proportions  were  again 
Central,  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill,  Fenway-Kenmore ,  and  Allston-Brighton, 
plus  West  Roxbury.     With  the  exception  of  West  Roxbury,  this  was  due  to 
the  low  proportion  of  family  households  rather  than  to  a  low  proportion 
of  single  parent  households  among  family  households. 

The  proportion  of  female-headed  to  all  family  households  with  minor 
children  was  38  percent  for  Boston  in  1980  compared  to  23  percent  in 
1970.     The  proportion  ranged  from  13  percent  in  West  Roxbury  to  60 
percent  in  Roxbury.     It  was  AO  percent  or  higher  in  South  Boston,  South 
End,  Jamaica  Plain,  North  Dorchester,  and  Mattapan. 

Nearly  half  of  Boston  households  were  nonfamilies  in  1980.  The 
neighborhoods  with  a  high  proportion  of  nonfamily  households,  i.e., 
persons  living  alone  or  with  roommates,  were  those  with  low  proportions 
of  family  households,  to  wit,  Fenway-Kenmore  (84  percent),  Back 
Bay-Beacon  Hill  (80  percent),  Allston-Brighton  (67  percent) ,  and  Central 
(62  percent).     Nonfamilies  formed  less  than  35  percent  of  the  households 
in  East  Boston,  Roxbury,  North  Dorchester,  South  Dorchester,  and  the 
suburban-like  neighborhoods.     All  neighborhoods  experienced  an  increase 
in  the  proportion  and  numbers  of  nonfamily  households  between  1970  and 
1980.     However,  the  amount  of  increase  varied  widely  by  neighborhood. 
There  was  no  pattern  to  the  size  of  the  increase  with  regard  to 
neighborhood  character  or  1980  proportion  of  nonfamily  households 
because  different  reasons  were  responsible  for  the  growth  in  nonfamily 
households  in  various  neighborhoods.     These  reasons  include  the  growth 
in  young  adults,  their  tendency  to  delay  marriage  and  childbearing,  the 
increasing  number  of  divorced  persons,  and  the  increasing  tendency  of 
the  elderly  to  live  independently  of  other  family  members  cited  before. 
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In  addition,  the  construction  of  housing  units  suitable  for  only  one  or 
two  persons  has  been  a  contributing  factor. 

In  1980,  over  one-in-three  Boston  households  contained  only  one 
person.     One-in-five  contained  a  single  female.     One-in-ten  contained 
two  or  more  roommates.     As  might  be  expected,  the  highest  proportions  of 
roommate  households  were  in  areas  with  heavy  concentrations  of  students 
and  young  adults,  namely  Fenway-Kenmore ,  Allston-Brighton  and  Back 
Bay-Beacon  Hill.     The  highest  proportions  of  singles  were  in  the 
burgeoning  young  adult  neighborhoods  of  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill, 
Fenway-Kenmore,  Central,  South  End  and  Allston- 
Brighton.     These  neighborhoods  tended  to  have  higher  proportions  of 
single  females  as  well,  reflecting  the  attractiveness  of  these  areas  for 
Boston's  many  women  workers.     The  high  proportion  of  single  female 
households  in  South  Boston  probably  indicated  more  widows. 

Indeed,  the  neighborhoods  with  high  proportions  of  elderly  single 
people  were  quite  different.     They  included  South  Boston  (16  percent), 
West  Roxbury  (15  percent),  and  East  Boston,  Roslindale  and  Charlestown 
(13  percent  each).     On  the  other  hand,  in  Mattapan,  Roxbury,  and  Back 
Bay-Beacon  Hill,  well  under  ten  percent  of  the  households  were  occupied 
by  persons  65  years  and  over  living  alone.     The  proportion  of  elderly 
singles  in  a  neighborhood  was  related  to  the  total  number  of  households 
in  that  neighborhood  headed  by  elderly  persons.     In  general,  single 
elderly  occupied  one-half  to  two-thirds  of  elderly-headed  households  in 
any  neighborhood.     The  exceptions  were  Fenway-Kenmore  where 
three-out-of-f our  elderly  households  lived  alone,  and  the  four  suburban 
neighborhoods  of  Roslindale,  West  Roxbury,  Hyde  Park  and  Mattapan  where 
the  proportion  was  closer  to  AO  percent. 
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BOSTON  POPULATION, 
BY  PLANNING 

1980  AND  1970 
DISTRICT 

i  oon 

i  you 

i  y  Ik) 

Chang 

e 

Number 

Percentage 

East  Boston 

32,178 

38,873 

-6,695 

17.2 

Charlestown 

13,364 

15,353 

-1,989 

13.0 

South  Boston 

30,396 

38,488 

-8,092 

_ 

21.0 

Central 

21,797 

19,334 

2,463 

12.7 

Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill 

30,212 

27,538 

2,674 

9.7 

South  End 

27,125 

22,680 

4,445 

19.6 

Fenway-Kenmore 

30,842 

32,965 

-2,123 

-  6.4 

Alls ton-Brighton 

65,264 

63,657 

1,607 

2.5 

Jamaica  Plain 

39,331 

47,767 

-8,436 

— 

17.7 

Roxbury 

57,751 

71,095 

-13,344 

18.8 

North  Dorchester 

23,789 

32,665 

-8,876 

_ 

27.2 

South  Dorchester 

59,123 

74,415 

-15,292 

20.5 

Mattapan 

35,827 

45,449 

-9,622 

- 

21.2 

Roslindale 

32,626 

39,558 

-6,932 

— 

17.5 

West  Roxbury 

11  111 

in , ywy 

- 

10.4 

nyae  raric 

in  911 
jU , ZZJ 

7A  Q77 

13.6 

Planning  District  Totals 

561,181 

639,803 

-78,622 

12.3 

Harbor  Islands  and 
Crews  of  Vessels 

1,748 

1,268 

480 

37.9 

* 

Boston  Total 

562,994 

641,071 

-78,077 

12.2 

* 

Planning  districts  may 

not  sum  exactly  to  City 

total . 

Source:     1980  Census  of  Population  and  Housing:     Summary  Tape  File  1; 

1970  Census  of  Population  and  Housing:     First  Count  Summary 
Tape.     Prepared  by  S.  Jaster,  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority  Research  Department. 
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Table  2 

POPULATION,  HOUSEHOLDS ,  AND  HOUSEHOLD  SIZE,  1980 
BY  PLANNING  DISTRICT 


Planning  Districts 

Number  of 

Persons 

Households 

Mean 

Total 

In 

Households 

in 

GrouD  Ouarters 

D  z-\       r*  ^  »■  ■ 

rersoi. 
Househ 

East  3oston 

32,178 

31 ,666 

486 

12,955 

2 . 44., 

Chariestown 

13,364 

13,172 

192 

5,252 

2.51 

South  Boston 

30,396 

29,479 

814 

12,626 

2.33 

Central 

21,797 

19,637 

2,051 

10,791 

1.82 

Back  Bay-3eacon  Hill 

30,212 

24,836 

5,354 

16,547 

1.50 

South  End 

27,125 

25,299 

1,795 

12,019 

2. 10 

Fenway-Kenmore 

30,842 

17,768 

13,052 

11,404 

1.56 

Alls ton-Brighton 

65,264 

59,602 

5,662 

28,127 

2.12 

Jamaica  Plain 

39,331 

36,851 

2,407 

14,465 

2.55 

Roxbury 

57,751 

56,360 

1,271 

19,979 

2.65 

North  Dorchester 

23,789 

23,317 

454 

8,367 

2.79 

South  Dorchester 

59,123 

57,820 

1,207 

19,981 

2.89 

Mat tap an 

35,827 

34,961 

855 

11,546 

3.03 

Roslindale 

32,626 

31,650 

952 

11,691 

2.85 

west  KOXDury 

71     7  7  7 
J  1  ,  J  J  J 

70    f\  1  A 
JU  ,010 

/  U** 

1  i.  ,  UJ  J 

">    ^  A 

Hyde  Park 

30,223 

29,644 

392 

10,650 

2.78 

Planning  District 

x  OLa.t.5 

e.  a  i    i  a  i 
jo;  ) lol 

^7  7  67ft 

7  7  AAft 
J / , OHO 

*  1  ft    A  ^  ^ 

Harbor  Islands  & 
Crews  of  Vessels 

1 ,746 

1,741 

1 

Boston  Total 

562,994 

523,476 

39,518 

218,457 

2 . 40 

* 

Planning  districts 

nay  not 

sum  exactly 

to  City  totai. 

Source:     1980  Census  of  Population  and  Housing:     Summary  Tape  Pile  1, 

Massachusetts.  Prepared  by  S.  Jaster,  3oston  Redevelopment  Authorit 
Research  Department. 
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Table  4 

SEX  RATIOS:     NUMBER  OF  MALES  PER  100  FEMALES 
1970  AND  1980 


Planning   Sex  Ratios  

District    1980  1970 


East  Boston  88  91 

Charlestown  90  95 

South  Boston  85  86 

Central  108  103 

Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill  99  70 

South  End  115  107 

Fenway-Kenmore  105  68 

Allston-Brighton  83  81 

Jamaica  Plain-  84  86 
Parker  Hill 

Roxbury  82  82 

North  Dorchester  88  87 

South  Dorchester        •  87  84 

Roslindale  85  86 

West  Roxbury  81  87 

Hyde  Park  88  92 

Mattapan  65  85 

Planning  District  89  85 
Total 

Harbor  Islands  and  1,276  668 
Crews  of  Vessels 

City  Totals  89  85 


Source:     U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Census  of  Population  and  Housing, 
1970,  1980. 
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Table  5 


MEDIAN  AGE,  ABSOLUTE  AND 

PERCENT 

CHANGE,  1970- 

1980 

Planning  District 

1970 

Median 

Age 

1980 

Median 

Age 

Absolute 

Change 

1970-1980 

Percent 

Change 

1970-1980 

East  Boston 

31.2 

34.7 

3.5 

11.22 

Charles town 

27 . 9 

30.7 

2.8 

10.0 

South  Boston 

31.4 

34.2 

2.8 

8.9 

Central 

36. 5 

38.6 

2.1 

5.7 

Back.  Bay-Beacon  Hill 

23.  7 

28.6 

4.9 

20.7 

South  End 

33.4 

30.4 

-  3.0 

-  9.0 

Fenway — Kennio  re 

22.4 

22.2 

-  0.2 

-  0.9 

Alls ton-Bright on 

28.6 

26.5 

-  2.1 

-  7.3 

Jamaica  Plain— Parker  Hill 

21.6 

29.0 

7.4 

34.3 

Roxbury 

23  *  4 

26.0 

2.6 

11.1 

North  Dorchester 

26 . 2 

28.5 

2.3 

8.8 

South  Dorchester 

28.4 

28.7 

0.3 

1.1 

Mattapan 

2/  .  1 

26.0 

-  1.1 

-  4.1 

Roslindale 

32. 1 

32.0 

-  0.1 

-  0.3 

West  Roxbury 

36.3 

39.3 

3.0 

8.3 

Hyde  Park 

30.2 

31.7 

1.5 

5.0 

Planning  District  Totals 

28.3 

n  q 

u .  y 

3 . 1 

Harbor  Islands  & 
Crews  of  Vessels 

45.2 

23.4 

-21.8 

-48.2 

City  Totals 

28.1 

28.9 

0.8 

2.8 

Source:     1980  Census  of  Population  and  Housing:     Summary  Tape  File 
lA-Massachusetts;     prepared  by  R.S.  O'Hara,  Jr.,  Boston 
Redevelopment  Authority  Research  Department. 
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Table  16 

FRACTAL  COMPOSITION  OF  BOSTON'S  POPULATION,  1980 


Nitmh«T»  Percent 


All  Races 

562,994 

100.0 

Wiite 

393,937 

70.0 

Black 

126,229 

22.4 

American  Indian,  Eskimo  &  Aleut 

1,302 

.2 

American  Indian 

1,245 

.2 

Eskimo 

24 

Aleut 

33 

_ 

Asian  &  Pacific  Islander 

15,150 

2.7 

Japanese 

753 

.1 

Chinese 

11,415 

2.0 

Filipino 

569 

.1 

Korean 

307 

.1 

Asian  Indian 

979 

.2 

Vietnamese 

987 

.2 

Hawaiian 

63 

Guamanian 

46 

Samoan 

31 

Other 

26,376 

4.7 

Source:  1980  Census  of  Population  and  Housing:  Summary  Tape  File  1 
Massachusetts.  Prepared  by  S.  Jaster,  Boston  Redevelopmen 
Authority  Research  Department. 
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Table  19 

1970  TOTAL  POPULATION  BY  RACE  IN  THE  CITY  OF  BOSTON 


Planning  Districts 

Total 
Population 

38,873 

White 

Negro 

American 
Ind  ian 

Other 
Specified 
Race  s* 

Reported 
Other 
Races** 

East  3oston 

38,425 

326 

22 

50 

44 

Charlestown 

15,353 

15,130 

76 

30 

108 

5 

South  Boston 

38,488 

37,798 

388 

50 

152 

83 

Central 

19,334 

17,563 

263 

13 

1,437 

38 

Beacon  Hill 

27 

- ' , J  JO 

26  46A 

620 

29 

310 

108 

bourn  tna 

22 , 680 

10 , 714 

8,  970 

2  77S 

mo 

32  96  5 

29  969 

2  nn 

71 

7Dfl 

/  uo 

1  92 

Alls  ton  -  Br  i  ffh  t  on 

.  i.  i>  •  J  CWll       U  L    ±.  fLyX  1  WWII 

63  657 

1    1  49 

1  295 

1  19 

T  £  mil  ira    Plain  — 

Parker  Hill 

47,767 

40,120 

6,884 

76 

449 

219 

Model  City 

71,095 

16,962 

53,105 

277 

198 

548 

Washington  Park 

20,081 

1,502 

18,323 

85 

61 

107 

Campus  High 

1,749 

304 

1,423 

12 

9 

Model  City 

49,265 

15,156 

33,359 

180 

137 

432 

Dorchester 

152,529 

121,413 

29,676 

312 

549 

549 

Dorchester  1 

32,665 

28,420 

3,842 

113 

100 

181 

Dorchester  2 

74,415 

66,661 

7,218 

117 

247 

161 

Mattapan 

45,449 

26,332 

18,616 

82 

202 

207 

Hos lindale 

39,558 

38,521 

750 

25 

200 

52 

Vest  Roxbury 

34,989 

34,760 

82 

8 

120  • 

19 

F.yde  Park 

34,977 

34,735 

127 

10 

91 

14 

Planning  District  Totals 

639,803 

523,581 

104,429 

1,044 

8,442 

2,158 

Harbor  Islands 

1,241 

980 

256 

3 

1 

1 

Crews  of  Vessels 

27 

27 

City  Total 

641,071 

524,588 

104,685 

1,047 

8,443 

2,159 

*      Includes  Chinese,  Japanese,  Filipino,  Hawaiian  and  Korean. 

**    Includes  Asian  Indians,  Burmese  and  other  Asian  nationalities. 


Source:     1970  U.S.  Census  of  Population  and  Housing,  First  Count  Summary  Tape. 
Tabulation  prepared  by  M.  Tompkins,  3RA  Research  Department. 
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Table  20 

PERCENT  OF  1970  POPULATION  BY  RACE  WITHIN  PLANNING  DISTRICTS 


r  ..  d . .  71  -  *    J.3l.  «CL3 

Total 

.  ouuia u iun 

tJVi  ifp 

N  e  gro 

Other 

American  Specified 
Indian  Races* 

ReDort 
Other 
Races 

Ease  Boston 

100.0 

98.8 

.8 

.1 

l 

Charlestown 

100.0 

98.5 

.5 

i 
.  -- 

.7 

- 

South  Boston 

100.0 

98.2 

1.0 

i 

.  1 

/, 

.2 

Central 

100.0 

90.8 

1.4 

.1 

7.4 

•  — 

3ack  Bay  - 

Beacon  Hill 

100.0 

96.1 

2.2 

i 

•  i 

i  i 
i.i 

.4 

South  End 

100.0 

.2 

12.2 

7 

Fenway  -  Kenmore 

100.0 

90  9 

■} 
.  — 

<- .  i 

, 

•  0 

Allston  -  Brighton 

100.0 

95.8 

1.8 

1 

2  0 

•  — 

Jamaica  Plain  - 

Parker  Hill 

100.0 

84.0 

14  4 

.1 

.9 

Washington  Park  - 

Model  City 

100.0 

23.8 

74.7 

.4 

.3 

.8 

Washington  Park 

100.0 

7.5 

91.2 

.4 

.3 

.5 

Campus  High 

100.0 

17.4 

81.4 

.7 

.5 

Model  City 

100.0 

30.7 

67.7 

.4 

.3 

.9 

Dorchester 

100.0 

79.6 

19.4 

2 

•  — 

.3 

Dorchester  1 

100.0 

87.0 

11.8 

.3 

.3 

.6 

Dorchester  2 

100.0 

89.6 

9.7 

.3 

^2 

Mattaoan 

100.0 

57  9 

L\  0 

.2 

.4 

.  -» 

Roslindale 

100.0 

97.4 

1.9 

#  5 

•  — 

West  Roxbury 

100.0 

99.3 

.2 

.3 

- 

Hyde  Park 

100.0 

99.3 

.L 

.3 

Planning  District  Totals 

100.0 

81.8 

16.3 

.2 

1.3 

.3 

Harbor  Islands 

100.0 

79.0 

20.6 

.2 

.1 

.1 

Crews  of  Vessels 

100.0 

100.0 

Ciry  Totals 

100.0 

81.9 

16.3 

.2 

1.3 

.3 

Incudes  Chinese, 

Japanese,  Fil 

ipino,  Hawaiian 

and  Korean. 

**     Includes  Asian  Indians,  3urnese 

and  other 

Asian 

nationalities . 

Source:     1970  "J.S.  Census  of  Population  and  Housing;     First  Count  Summary  Tape. 
Tabulation  prepared  by  >'.  Tompkins,  3RA  Research  Department. 
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Table  21 

WHITE  POPULATION,  1980  AND  1970 
BY  PLANNING  DISTRICT 

1980  1970   Change  

    Number  Percentage 


East  Boston 

31,564 

37,425 

-6,861 

17.9 

Charlestown 

13,118 

15,130 

-2,012 

- 

13.3 

South  Boston 

30,067 

37,798 

-7,731 

- 

20.5 

Central 

17,394 

17,563 

-  169 

-  1.0 

Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill 

27,864 

26,464 

1,400 

5.3 

South  End 

10,662 

10,714 

-  52 

-  .5 

Fenway-Kenmore 

25,413 

29,969 

-4,556 

- 

15.2 

Alls ton-Brighton 

57,245 

61,007 

-3,762 

-  6.2 

Jamaica  Plain 

25,114 

40,120 

-15,006 

- 

37.4 

Roxbury 

5,829 

16,962 

-11,133 

- 

65.6 

North  Dorchester 

16,520 

28,420 

-11,900 

- 

41.9 

South  Dorchester 

39,178 

66,661 

-27,483 

- 

41.2 

Mattapan 

5  HOC 

o c  in 

I D ,  J  JZ 

on    £ "5 7 

7  0  /, 
/  O  .  H 

Kosnnoaie 

7  7 ^ 

JO  ,  JZl 

— O , Z4 J 

West  Roxbury 

30,641 

34,760 

-4,119 

11.8 

Hyde  Park 

25,861 

34,735 

-8,874 

25.5 

Planning  District  Totals 

392,441 

523,581 

-131,140 

25.0 

Harbor  Islands  and 
Crews  of  Vessels 

1,431 

1,007 

424 

42.1 

* 

Boston  Total 

393,937 

524,709 

-130,772 

24.9 

* 

Planning  districts  may 

not  sum  exactly  to  City 

total . 

Source:     1980  Census  of  Population  and  Housing:     Summary  Tape  File  1; 

1970  Census  of  Population  and  Housing:     First  Count  Summary 
Tape.     Prepared  by  S.  Jaster,  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
Research  Department. 
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Table  22 

BOSTON'S  BLACK  POPULATION,  1970  AND  1980,  BY  PLANNING  DISTRICT 

Planning  District  1980  1970   Change  

      Number  Percentage 


East  Boston 

128 

326 

-198 

-60 

.7 

Charles town 

26 

76 

-50 

-65 

.8 

South  Boston 

15 

388 

-373 

-96 

.1 

Central 

648 

263 

385 

146 

.4 

Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill 

1,284 

620 

664 

107 

.1 

South  End 

11,058 

8,970 

2,088 

23 

.3 

Fenvay-Kenmo r e 

3,035 

2,013 

1,022 

50 

.8 

All s ton-Brighton 

2,673 

1,149 

1,524 

132 

.6 

Jamaica  Plain 

7,529 

6,884 

645 

9 

.4 

Roxbury 

44,903 

53,105 

-8,202 

-15 

.4 

North  Dorchester 

3,978 

3,842 

136 

3 

.5 

South  Dorchester 

16,488 

7,218 

9,270 

128 

.4 

na L LapaH 

LO  ,  O  ID 

JJ 

? 
.  j 

Roslindale 

1,227 

750 

477 

63 

.6 

West  Roxbury 

187 

82 

105 

128 

.1 

Hyde  Park 

3,864 

127 

3,737  2, 

942 

.5 

PI  ann^no   TW  e^T*^  f*T  Trtfal* 
i  JLaHH  Utg    UidLtitl  1UUU9 

125  983 

104,429 

21,554 

20 

.6 

Harbor  Islands  and 

246 

256 

-10 

-3 

.9 

Crews  of  Vessels 

*  • 

Boston  Total 

126,229 

104,685 

21,544 

20 

.6 

* 

Planning  Districts  may 

not  sum  exactly 

to  City 

total. 

Source:     1980  Census  of 

Population  and 

Housing: 

Summary  Tape 

File 

Massachusetts 

;  prepared  by  R 

.  S.  0'Hara  Jr.,  Boston 

Redevelopment  Authority  Research  Department. 


R/l/27/83 
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Table  23 

BOSTON'S  ASIAN  POPULATION* ,   1970  AND  1980,  BY  PLANNING  DISTRICT 

Planning  Districts  1980  1970   Change  

    Number  Percentage 


East  Boston 

59 

50 

9 

18.0 

Charlestown 

113 

108 

5 

4.6 

South  Boston 

133 

152 

-19 

-12.5 

Central 

3,412 

1,437 

1,975 

137.4 

Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill 

553 

310 

243 

78.4 

South  End 

3,063 

2,775 

288 

10.4 

Fenway-Kenmore 

878 

708 

170 

24.0 

Alls ton-Brighton 

3,112 

1,295 

1,817 

140.3 

Jamaica  Plain 

560 

449 

111 

24.7 

Roxbury 

97 

198 

-101 

-51.0 

North  Dorchester 

73 

100 

-27 

-27.0 

South  Dorchester 

191 

247 

-56 

-22.7 

Mattapan 

57 

202 

-145 

-71.8 

Roslindale 

407 

200 

207 

103.5 

West  Roxbury 

215 

120 

95 

79.2 

Hyde  Park 

159 

91 

68 

74.  7 

Planning  District  Total 

13,082 

8,442 

4,640 

55.0 

Harbor  Islands  and 
Crews  of  Vessels 

25 

1 

24 

2,400.0 

** 

Boston  Total 

13,107 

8,443 

4,664 

55.2 

* 

^    Consists  of  Chinese 
Planning  Districts 

,  Japanese,  Filipino,  Hawaiian,  and 
may  not  sum  exactly  to  City  total. 

Korean. 

Source:     1980  Census  of  Population  and  Housing:     Summary  Tape  File 
1 -Massachusetts ;  prepared  by  R.S.  O'Hara  Jr.,  Boston 
Redevelopment  Authority  Research  Department. 

R/l/27/83 
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Table  24 


ICSTON'S  HISPANIC  POPULATION 

\  1970 

AND  1980, 

BY  PLANNING 

DISTRICT 

Planning  District 

1980 

1970 

Ch 

an  r  s 

Ease  Boston 

942 

617 

w  X  * 

j  <- j 

52  7 

Charles town 

124 

46 

78 

169  6 

South  Boston 

w'  w  Wfc  W41       w  W  w  W  W  LA 

160 

276 

— *♦  *.  •  u 

Central 

377 

324 

53 

Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill 

937 

333 

604 

w  w  ~ 

181  4 

South  End 

3,443 

1 ,641 

1 ,802 

109.8 

Fenway— Kenmo re 

1 . 4  T  g 

1  055 

364 

34  5 

Alls ton— Brighton 

2.911 

1  832 

X    f  w  — '  X» 

1  079 

X  9  V  /  J 

58  9 

Jamaica  Plain 

7  827 

/   >  V  X.  / 

3  015 

L  R 1  ? 

1  5Q  6 

Roxbury 

7,677 

4,622 

3  .055 

66. 1 

North  Dorchester 

2 . 980 

1  318 

1  662 

X  9  w  w  X> 

126  1 

X  X*  u  •  X 

South  Dorchester 

3.496 

977 

2.519 

257.8 

Ma r t  acan 

1  645 

1  266 

X  f  X>  V  W 

379 

29  9 

x.  ✓  •  J 

Ros lindale 

1 . 173 

368 

805 

218.7 

395 

58 

337 

581  0 

Hyde  Park 

504 

192 

312 

162.5 

Planning  District  Totals 

36,010 

17,940 

18,070 

100.7 

Harbor  Islands  and 

58 

31 

27 

87.1 

Crews  of  Vessels 


Boston  Total**  36,068        17,971        18,097  100.7 

★ 

Race  and  Hispanic  background  are  determined  separately.  Hispanics 
may  be  of  any  race.     1970  data  are  persons  reported  to  be  of  Spanish 
language;  1980  Hispanics  are  those  indicating  Spanish  origin  or 
.  descent. 

Planning  districts  may  not  sum  exactly  to  City  total. 


Source : 


1980  Census  of  Population  and  Housing:     Summary  Tape  Pile  1- 
Massachusetts ;  prepared  by  R.  S.  O'Hara  Jr.,  Boston 
Redevelopment  Authority  Research  Department. 
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Table  25 


L/t.GUAGE  SPOKEN  AT  HOME  AI7D  ABILITY  TC  SPEAK  OJCLISK 
FOR  PERSONS  FIVE  YEARS  OF  AGE  OR  OLDER 


Planning  Districts        English        Spanish  Spoken  Other  Language  Spoken 

Only  English    English  English  English 

Very         Not  Well  Very  Not  Well 

Well  or    Or  Not  Well  or  Or  Not 

Well  At  All  Well  At  All 


East  Boston 

22,462 

522 

138 

5,989 

1,430 

fharl  e  <;  t  own 

11  871 

130 

o 

543 

117 

South  Boston 

26 ,177 

69 

15 

2,051 

422 

Central 

14,161 

201 

89 

4,722 

2,501 

Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill 

24,937 

788 

42 

2,667 

228 

South  End 

16,111 

1,917 

650 

2,820 

1,517 

Fenvay-Kenmore 

25,299 

901 

196 

3,483 

478 

Al  1st on-Bright on 

50,631 

2,060 

531 

7,937 

2,152 

Jamaica  Plain 

26,713 

4,447 

2,086 

2,763 

598 

Roxbury 

46,698 

4,681 

1,961 

2,373 

813 

North  Dorchester 

16,529 

1,225 

602 

2,445 

914 

South  Dorchester 

47,^21 

1,994 

756 

4,292 

909 

Mattapan 

28,614 

1,535 

277 

2,036 

386 

Rosl indale 

24,647 

681 

241 

4,039 

1,116 

West  Roxbury 

26,296 

395 

60 

2,955 

360 

Hyde  Park 

24,755 

246 

16 

2,876 

478 

Planning  District 

433,322 

21,812 

7,660 

53,991 

14,419 

Totals 


Harbor  Islands  &  474  20  0  0  5 

Crews  of  Vessels 

City  Total*  434,984        21,868        7,665        54,071  14,424 


* 

Planning  districts  may  not  sum  to  City  total. 


Source:     Census  of  Population  and  Housing,  1980.     Summary  Tape  File  3. 

Prepared  by  R.S.  0'Eara,  Jr.,  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
Research  Department. 
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Table  31 

1970  TOTAL  POPULATION  FOR  THE  CITY  OF  BOSTON  BY  HOUSEHOLD  RELATIONSHIP 


1     MM.  a* 
■  Ma^ri 

ZZ 

ZT" 

• 

— 

East  Boston 

7,347 

496 

1.781 

7.847 

17,361 

382 

1.345 

333 

332 

143 

Charlestown 

2.377 

217 

854 

2,377 

7,531 

463 

905 

228 

- 

397 

South  Boston 

6.048 

532 

2.371 

6,048 

17.664 

1.490 

2.934 

530 

465 

389 

Central 

3,121 

243 

607 

3,121 

5,285 

2,479 

2.278 

979 

319 

282. 

Sac*  Bay  - 
Beacon  H111 

2.710 

136 

480 

2.710 

2.062 

5.131 

6.008 

3.793 

42 

4,459 

South  End 

2.504 

250 

1,136 

2.504 

7,334 

2.775 

2.305 

1.318 

83 

2,454 

Fenwey  -  Kennore 

2.145 

183 

573 

2.145 

2.241 

4,156 

5,231 

3.543 

82 

12,556 

Alls ton  -  Brighton 

10.188 

649 

2.381 

10.188 

18,678 

3.762 

7,564 

5.782 

832 

3,629 

Jaaalca  Plain  - 
Partar  Mil 

7.026 

545 

2.959 

7.026 

19,484 

1.973 

3495 

2.171 

1.571 

1.5=6 

Washington  Part  - 

Model  City 
Washington  Park 
Ciflous  High 
Modal  City 

9,550 
2.773. 

207 
6.570 

786 

202 
-  10 
574 

5.820 
1.717 
153 
3.950 

9.550 
2.773 
207 
6.570 

35,125 
9,570 
800 
24,755 

2.364 
652 
90 
1.622 

3,492 
1,140 
131 
2.221 

1,994 
500 
65 
1.429 

1,755 
651 
57 
1.047 

654- 
ICO 
26 
526 

Dorchester 
Dorchester  1 
Oorchastar  2 
Kittapan 

26.181 
5.189 

12.355 
8,137 

1.750 
367 
949 
434 

8463 
2.009 
4.038 
2416 

26.181 
5.189 

12455 
8,137 

74447 
16,516 
36,691 
21.640 

2.932 
797 

1.322 
813 

6,428 
1.494 
3.084 
1.350 

2.756 
589 

1.216 
951 

1.590 
313 
834 
543 

371 
125 
56C 
116 

3osl1ndale 

7.549 

411 

1,767 

7.549 

17.787 

506 

1.766 

417 

1.S30 

256 

West  Roxbury 

7,454 

367 

1.212 

7,454 

15.492 

422 

1.454 

382 

622 

130 

Hyda  Part 

7.397 

340 

1.101 

7,397 

16.322 

519 

1.128 

433 

210 

EC 

Planning  01  strict 
Total 

102.097 

6.905 

31,905 

102.097 

257.213 

29454 

46.733 

24.659 

9.533 

28.5=9 

Harbor  Islands 
Craws  of  Vassals 

14 
9 

1 

14 
9 

34 

9 

21 

2 

1.038 

117 

City  Totals 

102.120 

6.906 

31.905 

102,120 

257,256 

29,875 

46,735 

24.659 

10.571 

2S.77i- 

Souroa:  1970  Census  of  Pooulatlon  and  Housing,  First  Count 

Suaaaary  Taoe;  Tabulation  praparea  by  Mary  Tomomns, 
B.R.A.  Research  Oeparaent. 
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Table  32 

PERCENT  COMPOSITION  OF  1970  TOTAL  POPULATION  BY  HOUSEHOLD  RELATIONSHIP  WITHIN  PLANNING  DISTRICTS 

Othen 

Qur- 
ten 

.4 
2.6 
1.0 
4.6 

16.2 
10.8 
38.4 

5.7 

3.4 

.9 
.5 
1.6 
1.1 

.6 
.6 
.8 
.3 

.7 

.4 

.4 

4.5 


Hod  of 

Inn-wife 

Hsld. 

Haid. 

with  other 

male 

head 

Hsld. 
with 
female 
head 

Wife  of 
bead  of 
bald. 

Other 
relative 
of  head 
ofhald. 

Non- 
Male      Female      relative  Inmate 
primary  primary     of  head  of 
individual  individual     *  Instxt. 

la S L  DOS  ujn 

1UU  .  u 

1  .  J 

A  £ 
H .  0 

9n  9 

AA  7 

2.3 

4.7 

.8 

.8 

^htttl  a  c f nun 

«njr  i  es  town 

1  nn  n 
iuu  .  u 

1  C  C 
13.3 

1  A 
1.4 

C  £ 

ICC 

lb .  3 

aq  n 

3.0 

5.9 

1.5 

jOutn  DOSujn 

1  nn  n 
1UU.  u 

1 B  7 

1  A 
1.4 

£  9 

1  C  7 
13.  / 

4  C  Q 

3.9 

7.6 

1.4 

1.2 

Central 

100.0 

16.2 

1.3 

3.1 

16.2 

27.3 

12.8 

11.8 

5.1 

1.6 

Sack  Bay  - 
Beacon  H111 

100.0 

9.8 

.5 

1.8 

9.8 

7.5 

18.6 

21.8 

13.8 

.2 

South  End 

100.0 

11.2 

1.1 

5.0 

11.1 

32.3 

12.2 

10.2 

5.8 

.4 

"on yx  w  .   If AnninrA 

r  CllVfO  Jr            r\Cl  IIIBJ  1  C 

inn  n 

O  •  9 

e 
.  o 

i  7 
1 .  / 

0.3 

£  P. 
0.0 

12.6 

15.9 

10.7 

.3 

Allston  -  Brighton 

100.0 

16.0 

1.0 

3.7 

16.0 

29.4 

5.9 

11.9 

9.1 

1.3 

Jamaica  Plain  - 
rorncr  ni i  i 

i  nn  0 

14  7 

1 . 1 

£  9 
o .  c 

1 A  7 
14.  / 

4U.O 

4.1 

7.1 

4.6 

3.3 

iiaSninyton  rarK  - 

Model  City 

WaSmnyUJ"  rirK 

Campus  High 
Hoaei  uity 

100.0 

i  nn  n 
iUU .  u 

100.0 

i  nn  n 
IUU.  u 

13.4 

1 J  .0 

11.8 
i  o .  j 

1.1 

i  n 
1 .  u 

.8 

1  9 
i.e. 

8.2 

O  £ 
O  .0 

8.7 

q  n 
o.U 

13.4 

1 0.0 

11.8 
l  j.  j 

49.4 

^7  7 

4/  .  / 

45.7 

cn  ^ 
3U.  J 

3.4 
3.2 
5.1 
3.3 

4.9 
5.7 
7.5 
4.5 

2.8 
2.5 
3.7 
2.9 

2.5 
3.2 
3.3 
2.1 

Dorchester 
Dorchester  1 
Dorchester  2 
Mattapan 

100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

17.2 
15.9 
17.3 
17.9 

1.1 
1.1 

1.3 
.9 

5.8 
6.1 
5.4 
6.2 

17.2 
15.9 
17.3 
17.9 

49.1 
50.6 
49.3 
47.6 

1.9 
2.4 
1.8 
1.8 

4.2 
4.6 
4.1 
4.1 

1.8 
1.8 
1.6 
2.1 

1.1 
1.0 
1.1 
1.2 

Rosl indale 

100.0 

19.1 

1.0 

4.5 

19.1 

44.9 

1.3 

4.5 

1.0 

3.9 

West  Roxbury 

100.0 

21.3 

1.0 

3.5 

21.3 

44.3 

1.2 

4.1 

1.1 

1.8 

Hyde  Park 

100.0 

21.2 

1.0 

3.1 

21.2 

46.6 

1.5 

3.2 

1.2 

.6 

Planning  District 
Total 

100.0 

15.9 

1.1 

5.0 

15.9 

40.2 

4.7 

7.3 

3.9 

1.5 

Source 


1970  Census  of  Population  and  Housing,  First  Count 
Summary  Tape;  Tabulation  prepared  by  Mary  Tompkins, 
B.R.A.  Research  Department. 


Includes  roomers,  boarders  and  lodgers. 
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Table  33 

COMPOSITION  OF  BOSTON  HOUSEHOLDS:     1970  AND  1980 


All  Occupied  Households 

Family 

Married  Couple 

With  Children  under  18 
Other  Family 
Male  Householder 

With  Children  under  18 
Female  Householder 
With  Children  under  18 

Non-family 

One  Person 
Male  Householder 
Female  Householder 
65  Years  or  More 

Two  or  More  Persons 
Male  Householder 
Female  Householder 
65  Years  or  More 


1980    1970  1970-1980 

Percent 


Percent 

Number 

Percent 

Number 

Change 

100.0 

218,457 

100.0 

217,622 

0.4 

53.3 

116,374 

64.8 

140,966 

-17.4 

JJ.D 

7 1  n  i 
1  j  ,  j  o  j 

L(\  Q 

15.4 

33,622 

23.7 

51,487 

-34.7 

19.9 

43,401 

17.8 

38,819 

11.8 

3.5 

7,633 

3.2 

6,906 

10.5 

1.1 

2,359 

0.5 

1,190 

98.2 

16.2 

35,408 

14.7 

31,913 

11.0 

10.2 

22,368 

7.4 

16,196 

38.1 

46.7 

102,083 

35.2 

76,656 

33.2 

36.8 

80,306 

29.0 

63,028 

27.4 

15.6 

34,156 

11.0 

23,995 

42.3 

21.1 

46,150 

17.9 

39,033 

18.2 

10.6 

23,203 

10.3 

22,342 

3.9 

10.0 

21,177 

6.3 

13,628 

59.8 

5.5 

12,040 

2.7  ■ 

5,905 

103.9 

4.5 

9,737 

3.5 

7,723 

26. 1 

0.6 

1,255 

0.5 

1,009 

24.4 

Source:     U.S.  Census  of  Population  and  Housing  1970  and  1980. 
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Table  34 

BRA  PLANNING  DISTRICT  SUMMARY  SHEET  OF  FAMILY  HOUSEHOLDS  COMPOSITION,  1980 

Percent  of  All  Households 


Planning  Districts 


Families      Married  Couple      Other  Families      Female  Househ 


witn  Lniiaren 
unoer  io  iears 

witn  Lniidren 
under  io  years 

witn  Cnildr 

TT_  J  —  —      1  Q  TT 

under  lo  Ye 

P  oof      U  /"\  a  +*  /■> 

Oj  .  J 

zu  •  u 

o  <« 

7  .  J 

e  a 
o  .  o 

Charlestown 

CO  Q 

JO<7 

10  .  7 

1U.  2 

9.5 

South  Boston 

57.1 

15. A 

11.6 

10.7 

Central 

37.6 

9.6 

2.5 

2.0 

fiacK  cay-Deacon  mil 

J .  *♦ 

1 .  J 

l.i 

South  End 

39.6 

11.4 

11.7 

10.6 

Fenway-Kenmo re 

15.5 

2.5 

2.0 

1.7 

Alls ton-Bright on 

33. A 

8.7 

3. A 

3.0 

Jamaica  Plain 

56.2 

15.0 

15.6 

1A.1 

Roxbury 

65.9 

15.8 

29.7 

27.5 

North  Dorchester 

66.7 

20.6 

16.6 

15.1 

South  Dorchester 

69.3 

23.1 

16.0 

1A.3 

Rosllndale 

70.8 

23.1 

9.8 

8.8 

West  Roxbury 

67.6 

20.3 

3.6 

3.2 

Hyde  Park 

73.3 

25.4 

8.9 

7.8 

Mattapan 

73.1 

23.1 

26. A 

23.5 

Boston 

53.3 

15. A 

11.3 

10.2 
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Table  35 

BRA  PLANNING  DISTRICT  SUMMARY  SHEET: 
COMPOSITION  OF  NON-FAMILY  HOUSEHOLDS,  1980 
Percent  of  All  Ho  useholds 


Planning  Districts 

Unrelated 

One 

One 

One 

Two  or 

Individual 

Person 

Person 

Person 

More 

Households 

Female 

65+ 

Personi 

East  Boston 

34.7 

32.1 

20.1 

13.0 

2.7 

Charlestown 

41.1 

36.0 

22.0 

12.6 

5.1 

C  r>i  i 1-  K  Rncfnn 

7 

1  fx  1 

-j  • 

Central 

62.4 

52.9 

28.2 

11.9 

9.5 

Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill 

79.7 

62.7 

32.1 

7.7 

17.0 

South  End 

60.4 

48.2 

20.4 

10.3 

12.2 

F enway -Kenmo r e 

84.5 

59.9 

29.2 

11.0 

24.6 

Alls ton-Brighton 

66.6 

46.0 

22.9 

9.9 

20.5 

Jamaica  Plain 

43.8 

31.2 

18.6 

9.9 

12.6 

Roxbury 

34.1 

29.1 

16.0 

7.5 

5.0 

North  Dorchester 

33.3 

28.1 

16.0 

10.0 

5.3 

South  Dorchester 

30.7 

26.0 

15.9 

10.4 

4.7 

Roslindale 

29.2 

25.7 

18.4 

12.7 

3.5 

West  Roxbury 

32.4 

28.0 

21.0 

14.9 

4.3 

Hyde  Park 

26.7 

23.2 

15.0 

9.8 

3.5 

Mattapan 

26.9 

22.1 

12.3 

4.5 

4.8 

Boston 

46.7 

36.8 

21.1 

10.6 

10.0 

is 

Table  36 

COMPOSITION  OF  EAST  BOSTON  HOUSEHOLDS: 
1970  and  1980 


 1980  1970   1970-1980 

Percent 

Percent       Number     Percent       Number  Change 


All  Occupied  Households 

100.0 

12,944 

100.0 

12,851 

0. 

7 

Family 

65.3 

8,449 

78.8 

10,124 

-  16. 

6 

Married  couple 

45.6 

5,903 

61.1 

7,847 

-  24. 

8 

with  children  under 

18 

20.0 

2,590 

32.7 

4,197 

-  38. 

3 

Other  family 

19.7 

2,546 

17.7 

2,277 

11 . 

8 

Male  householder 

3.7 

478 

3.9 

496 

-  3. 

6 

with  children  under 

18 

0.7 

96 

0.8 

107 

-  10. 

3 

Female  householder 

16.0 

2,068 

13.9 

1,781 

16. 

1 

with  children  under 

18 

8.8 

1,139 

6.7 

867 

31. 

4 

Non-family 

34.7 

4,495 

21.2 

2,727 

64. 

8 

One  Person 

32.1 

4,149 

Male  Householder 

12.0 

1,553 

882 

Female  Householder 

20.1 

2,596 

1,845 

65  years  or  more 

13.0 

1,682 

Two  or  More  Persons 

2.7 

346 

Male  Householder 

1.6 

203 

Female  Householder 

1.1 

143 

65  years  or  more 

0.3 

34 

SOURCE:  U.S.  Bureau  of 

the 

Census , 

Census  of  Population 

and  Housing, 

STF  1, 

1980  and  First  Count,  1970. 


NOTE:       The  1970  U.S.  Census  gives  information  for  nonfamily  households  by  sex, 
but  does  not  separate  single  persons  from  two  or  more  person  households. 
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Table  37 

COMPOSITION  OF  CHARLESTOWN  HOUSEHOLDS: 

1970  and  1980 


 1980  1970  1970-1980 

Percent 

Percent       Number      Percent       Number  Change 


All  Occupied  Households 

100.0 

5,252 

4,816 

9. 

0 

Family 

58.9 

3,096 

71.6 

3,448 

-  10. 

2 

Married  couple 

37.8 

1 ,984 

49.4 

2,377 

-  16. 

5 

with  children  under 

18 

18.9 

995 

30.2 

1 ,456 

-  31. 

7 

Other  family 

21 .2 

1 ,112 

22.2 

1 ,071 

3. 

8 

Male  householder 

3.8 

202 

4.5 

217 

-  6. 

9 

with  children  under 

18 

0.7 

38 

0.9 

42 

-  9. 

5 

Female  householder 

17.3 

910 

17.7 

854 

6. 

6 

with  children  under 

18 

9.5 

497 

8.9 

429 

15. 

8 

Non -family 

41 .1 

2,156 

28.4 

1,368 

57. 

6 

One  Person 

36.0 

1,889 

Male  Householder 

13.9 

731 

463 

Female  Householder 

22.0 

1,158 

905 

65  years  or  more 

12.6 

664 

Two  or  More  Persons 

5.1 

267 

Male  Householder 

2.8 

148 

Female  Householder 

2.3 

119 

65  years  or  more 

0.1 

7 

SOURCE:  U.S.  Bureau  of 

the 

Census, 

Census  of  Popu 

ation  and 

Housing , 

STF  1, 

1980  and  First  Count,  1970. 


"JOTE:       The  1970  U.S.  Census  gives  information  for  nonfamily  households  by  sex, 
but  does  not  separate  single  persons  from  two  or  more  person  households. 
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Table  38 


COMPOSITION  OF  SOUTH  BOSTON  HOUSEHOLDS: 

1970  and  1980 


 1980   1970   1970-198C 

Percent 

Percent       Number     Percent       Number  Change 


All  Occupied  Households 

100.0 

12,584 

100. 

0 

13,375 

-  5. 

9 

Family 

57.1 

7,182 

66. 

9 

8,951 

-  19. 

8 

Married  couple 

33.9 

4,271 

45. 

2 

6,048 

-  29. 

4 

with  children  under 

18 

15.4 

1,938 

24. 

5 

3,273 

-  40. 

8 

Other  family 

23.3 

2,911 

21. 

7 

2,903 

0. 

3 

Male  householder 

4.2 

524 

4. 

0 

532 

-    1 . 

5 

with  children  under 

18 

0.9 

109 

0. 

7 

95 

14. 

7 

Female  householder 

19.0 

2,387 

17. 

7 

2,371 

0. 

7 

with  children  under 

18 

10.7 

1,345 

9. 

0 

1,207 

11 . 

4 

Non-family 

42.9 

5,402 

33. 

1 

4,424 

22. 

1 

One  Person 

39.7 

4,996 

Male  Householder 

15.7 

1,971 

1,496 

Female  Householder 

24.0 

3,025 

2,934 

65  years  or  more 

16.1 

2,029 

Two  or  More  Persons 

3.2 

406 

Male  Householder 

1.9 

245 

Female  Householder 

1.3 

161 

65  years  or  more 

0.4 

48 

SOURCE:  U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Census  of  Population  and  Housing,  STF  1, 
1980  and  First  Count,  1970. 

NOTE:       The  1970  U.S.  Census  gives  information  for  nonfamily  households  by  sex, 
Put  does  not  separate  single  persons  from  two  or  more  person  households. 
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Table  39 

COMPOSITION  OF  CENTRAL  DISTRICT  HOUSEHOLDS: 

1970  and  1980 


 1980  1970   1970-1980 

Percent 

Percent       Number     Percent       Number  Change 


All  Occupied  Households 

100.0 

10,742 

100.0 

8,728 

23.1 

r  am  1 1  y 

"37  R 

A  D77 

AC  C, 

7  Q71 

Married  couple 

28.6 

3,073 

35.8 

3,121 

-  1.4 

with  children  under  18 

9.6 

1,035 

14.7 

1,281 

-  19.2 

Other  family 

9.0 

964 

9.7 

850 

13.4 

Male  householder 

2.8 

303 

2.8 

243 

24.6 

with  children  under  18 

0.5 

53 

0.2 

20 

165.0 

Female  householder 

6.1 

661 

7.0 

607 

8.9 

with  children  under  18 

2.0 

218 

1.8 

161 

35.4 

^on-family 

62.4 

6,705 

54.5 

4,757 

41 .0 

One  Person 

52.9 

5  684 

Male  Householder 

24.7 

2,655 

2,479 

Female  Householder 

28.2 

3,029 

2,278 

65  years  or  more 

11.9 

1,274 

Two  or  More  Persons 

9.5 

1,021 

Male  Householder 

5.4 

576 

Female  Householder 

4.1 

445 

65  years  or  more 

0.3 

37 

OURCE:  U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census, 

Census  of  Popu 

lation  and 

Housing 

,  STF  1, 

1980  and  First  Count, 

1970. 

OTE:       The  1970  U.S.  Census 

gives 

information  for 

nonfamily 

households  by  sex, 

but  does  not  separate 

single 

persons  from  two  or  more 

person 

households 
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Table  40 

COMPOSITION  OF  BACK  BAY  AND  BEACON  HILL  HOUSEHOLDS: 

1970  and  1980 


1980  1970   1970-198C 

Percent 


Percent 

Number 

Percent 

Number 

Chan 

All  Occupied  Households 

100.0 

16,543 

100.0 

14,465 

14.4 

Family 

20.3 

3,354 

23.0 

3,326 

8.4 

Married  couple 

16.2 

2,672 

18.7 

2,710 

-    1 .4 

with  children  under 

18 

3.4 

556 

4.1 

595 

-  6.5 

Other  family 

4.1 

682 

4.3 

616 

10.7 

Male  householder 

1 .3 

209 

0.9 

136 

53.7 

with  children  under 

18 

0.2 

35 

0.1 

21 

66.7 

Female  householder 

2.9 

473 

3.3 

480 

-  1.5 

with  children  under 

18 

1.1 

176 

0.7 

100 

76.0 

Non-family 

79.7 

13, 189 

77.0 

11 , 139 

18.4 

One  Person 

62.7 

10,376 

Male  Householder 

30.6 

5,058 

5,131 

C—  a  m  a  1  a         n  i  i  c  a  ^  n  1  a 

remdlc  nuUsenuluer 

32.1 

5,318 

r  nnft 

D  ,  UUO 

65  years  or  more 

7.7 

1,278 

Two  or  More  Persons 

17.0 

2,813 

Male  Householder 

9.8 

1,629 

Female  Householder 

7.2 

1 ,184 

65  years  or  more 

0.5 

89 

SOURCE:  U.S.  Bureau  of 

the 

Census,  Census  of  Population  and 

Housing, 

STF  1, 

1980  and  First  Count,  1970. 


NOTE:       The  1970  U.S.  Census  gives  information  for  nonfamily  households  by  sex, 
but  does  not  separate  single  persons  from  two  or  more  person  households. 
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Table  41 

COMPOSITION  OF  SOUTH  END  HOUSEHOLDS 
1970  and  1980 


 1980  1970   1970-1980 

Percent 

Percent       Number     Percent       Number  Change 


All  Occupied  Households 

100.0 

12,008 

100.0 

8,970 

33. 

9 

Family 

39.6 

4,754 

43.4 

3,890 

22. 

2 

Married  couple 

22.4 

2,693 

27.9 

2,504 

7. 

5 

with  children  under 

18 

11.4 

1,364 

13.5 

1,209 

12. 

8 

Other  family 

17.2 

2,061 

15.5 

1 ,386 

48 

7 

Male  householder 

3.1 

375 

2.8 

250 

50 

0 

with  children  under 

18 

1 . 1 

129 

0.8 

68 

89 

7 

Female  householder 

14.0 

1,686 

.  12.7 

1,136 

48. 

4 

with  children  under 

18 

10.6 

1,269 

8.2 

740 

71. 

5 

Non- family 

60.4 

7,254 

56.6 

5,080 

42 

8 

One  Person 

48.2 

5,792 

Male  Householder 

27.9 

3,347 

2,775 

Female  Householder 

20.4 

2,445 

2,305 

65  years  or  more 

10.3 

1,238 

Two  or  More  Persons 

12.2 

1,462 

Male  Householder 

8.6 

1,027 

Female  Householder 

3.6 

435 

65  years  or  more 

0.6 

67 

SOURCE:  U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Census  of  Population  and  Housing,  STF  1, 
1980  and  First  Count,  1970. 


NOTE:       The  1970  U.S.  Census  gives  information  for  nonfamily  households  by  sex, 
but  does  not  separate  single  persons  from  two  or  more  person  households. 
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Table  42 

COMPOSITION  OF  FENWAY-KENMORE  HOUSEHOLDS 

1970  and  1980 


 1980    1970   1970-198* 

Percent 

Percent       Number     Percent       Number  Chanqt 


All  Occupied  Households 

100.0 

11,392 

100.0 

12,288 

-  7. 

3 

r  ami  i  y 

1  c  c 
Id.  3 

1 , 768 

23 . 6 

2,901 

-  39. 

1 

Married  couple 

10.0 

1 ,144 

17.5 

2,145 

-  46. 

7 

with  children  under 

18 

2.5 

281 

4.2 

515 

-  45. 

4 

Other  family 

5.5 

624 

6.2 

756 

-  17. 

5 

Male  householder 

1.7 

198 

1.5 

183 

8. 

2 

with  children  under 

18 

0.3 

30 

0.2 

24 

25. 

0 

Female  householder 

3.7 

426 

4.7 

573 

-.25. 

7 

with  children  under 

18 

1.7 

195 

1.4 

173 

12. 

7 

Non-family 

84.5 

9,624 

76.4 

9,387 

2. 

5 

One  Person 

59.9 

6,820 

Male  Householder 

30.7 

3,495 

4,156 

Female  Householder 

29.2 

3,325 

5,231 

65  years  or  more 

11.0 

1,248 

Two  or  More  Persons 

24.6 

2,804 

Male  Householder 

14.7 

1,675 

Female  Householder 

9.9 

1,129 

65  years  or  more 

0.6 

63 

U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Census  of  Population  and  Housing,  STF  1, 
1980  and  First  Count,  1970. 


SOURCE: 


NOTE:       The  1970  U.S.  Census  gives  information  for  nonfamily  households  by  sex, 
but  does  not  separate  single  persons  from  two  or  more  person  households. 
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Table  43 

COMPOSITION  OF  ALLSTON-BR IGHTON  HOUSEHOLDS: 

1970  and  1980 


 1980  1970   1970-1980 

Percent 

Percent       Number     Percent       Number  Change 


All  Occupied  Households 

100.0 

31,366 

100.0 

24,544 

27. 

8 

Family 

33.4 

1 0 , 479 

53.9 

13,218 

-  20. 

7 

Married  couple 

23.9 

7,497 

41 .5 

10,188 

-  26. 

4 

with  children  under 

18 

8.7 

2,731 

16.6 

4,067 

-  32. 

9 

Other  family 

B.b 

2,982 

12.3 

3, 030 

1 . 

o 

Male  householder 

Z.  1 

ceo 

o  c 
2.6 

649 

3. 

1 

with  children  under 

1  Q 

lo 

138 

0 .  3 

o2 

CO 
DO  . 

Female  householder 

7.4 

2,313 

9.7 

2,381 

-  2. 

9 

with  children  under 

18 

3.0 

933 

3.1 

764 

22. 

1 

Non-family 

66.6 

20,887 

46.1 

11,326 

84. 

4 

One  Person 

46.0 

14,443 

Male  Householder 

13.2 

4,154 

3,762 

Female  Householder 

22.9 

7,170 

7,564 

65  years  or  more 

9.9 

3,119 

Two  or  More  Persons 

20.5 

6,444 

Male  Householder 

9.3 

2,925 

Female  Householder 

10.8 

3,399 

65  years  or  more 

0.4 

120 

SOURCE:  U.S.  Bureau  of 

the 

Census , 

Census  of  Pop 

ulation  and 

Housing , 

STF  1, 

1980  and  First  Count,  1970. 


NOTE:       The  1970  U.S.  Census  gives  information  for  nonfamily  households  by  sex, 
but  does  not  separate  single  persons  from  two  or  more  person  households. 


_ 
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Table  44 

COMPOSITION  OF  JAMAICA  PLAIN  HOUSEHOLDS: 

1970  and  1980 


 1980  1970   1970-198C 

Percent 

Percent       Number     Percent       Number  Change 


All  Occupied  Households 

100.0 

14,443 

100. 

0 

15,898 

-  9 

1 

Family 

56.2 

8,118 

66. 

2 

10,530 

-  22 

.2 

Married  couple 

^  1  A 

31 .4 

A      C  ^  O 

4, 538 

A  A 

44. 

2 

7,026 

-  35 

A 

.  4 

with  children  under 

1  o 
18 

15.0 

2, 162 

21 . 

1 

3,356 

-  35 

.  b 

u  li  lei     i  din 1 1  y 

7d  ft 

"3  ^ftn 
J  ,  sou 

2 

2 

Male  householder 

3.9 

562 

3. 

4 

545 

3 

.1 

with  children  under 

18 

1.5 

212 

0. 

7 

109 

94 

.5 

Female  householder 

20.9 

3,018 

18. 

6 

2,959 

1 

.9 

with  children  under 

18 

14.1 

2,034 

10. 

4 

1 ,653 

23 

.0 

Non-family 

43.8 

6,325 

33. 

8 

5,368 

17 

.8 

One  Person 

31.2 

4,510 

Male  Householder 

12.6 

1,817 

1,973 

Female  Householder 

18.6 

2,693 

3,395 

65  years  or  more 

9.9 

1 ,436 

Two  or  More  Persons 

12.6 

1,815 

Male  Householder 

7.0 

1 ,004 

Female  Householder 

5.6 

811 

65  years  or  more 

0.5 

75 

SOURCE:  U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Census  of  Population  and  Housing,  STF  1, 
1980  and  First  Count,  1970. 

NOTE:       The  1970  U.S.  Census  gives  information  for  nonfamily  households  by  sex, 

but  does  not  separate  single  persons  from  two  or  more  person  households. 


Table  45 

COMPOSITION  OF  ROXBURY  HOUSEHOLDS: 
1970  and  1980 


 1980  1970   1970-1980 

Percent 

Percent       Number     Percent       Number  Change 


All  Occupied  Households 

100.0 

19,945 

100. 

0 

22,012 

-  9. 

4 

Fami  I  y 

65  9 

13  147 

73 

4 

16  156 

-  18 

\J 

Married  couple 

27.7 

5,531 

43. 

4 

9,550 

-  42. 

1 

with  children  under 

18 

15.8 

3,149 

25. 

4 

5,581 

-  43. 

6 

Other  family 

38.2 

7,616 

30. 

0 

6,606 

15. 

3 

Male  householder 

4.4 

881 

3. 

6 

786 

12. 

1 

with  children  under 

18 

2.2 

433 

1 . 

4 

303 

42. 

9 

Female  householder 

33.8 

6,735 

26. 

4 

5,820 

15. 

7 

with  children  under 

18 

27.5 

5,482 

20. 

6 

4,532 

20. 

9 

Non -family 

34.1 

6,798 

26. 

6 

5,856 

16. 

1 

One  Person 

29.1 

5,799 

Male  Householder 

13.1 

2,616 

2,364 

Female  Householder 

16.0 

3,183 

3,492 

65  years  or  more 

7.5 

1,497 

Two  or  More  Persons 

5.0 

990 

Male  Householder 

3.0 

601 

Female  Householder 

2.0 

398 

65  years  or  more 

0.5 

97 

iOURCE:  U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Census  of  Population  and  Housing,  STF  1, 
1980  and  First  Count,  1970. 

OTE:       The  1970  U.S.  Census  gives  information  for  nonfamily  households  by  sex, 
but  does  not  separate  single  persons  from  two  or  more  person  households. 
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Table  46 

COMPOSITION  OF  NORTH  DORCHESTER  HOUSEHOLDS: 

1970  and  1980 


1980 


Percent 


1970 


Number     Percent  Number 


1970-198 
Perceni 
Chang 


All  Occupied  Households  100.0 

Famify  66.7 

Married  couple  39.5 

with  children  under  18  20.6 

Other  family  27.2 

Male  householder  4.5 

with  children  under  18  1.5 

Female  householder  22.7 

with  children  under  18  15.1 


8,357 

5,570 

3,298 
1,723 
2,272 
374 
128 
1,898 
1,261 


100.0 

76.8 

52.6 
29.8 
24.1 
3.7 
0.9 
20.4 
12.1 


9,856 

7,565 

5,189 
2,935 
2,376 
367 
84 
2,009 
1,193 


-  15.3 


26.4 


36. 
41 , 
4 

1 , 
52. 
5. 


5.7 


Non-family 

One  Person 

Male  Householder 
Female  Householder 
65  years  or  more 

Two  or  More  Persons 
Male  Householder 
Female  Householder 
65  years  or  more 


33.3 

28.1 
12.1 
16".  0 
10.0 

5.3 
3.1 
2.2 
0.5 


2,787 

2,348 
1,008 
1,340 
837 

439 
258 
181 
44 


23.2 


2,291 


797 
1,494 


21.7 


SOURCE:  U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Census  of  Population  and  Housing,  STF  1, 
1980  and  First  Count,  1970. 

NOTE:       The  1970  U.S.  Census  gives  information  for  nonfamily  households  by  sex, 

but  does  not  separate  single  persons  from  two  or  more  person  households. 
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Table  47 

COMPOSITION  OF  SOUTH  DORCHESTER  HOUSEHOLDS: 

1970  and  1980 


 1980  1970   1970-1980 

Percent 

Percent       Number     Percent       Number  Change 


All  Occupied  Households 

100.0 

19,866 

100.0 

22,248 

-  10. 

7 

Family 

69.3 

13,772 

80.2 

17,842 

-  22. 

8 

Married  couple 

42.5 

8,440 

57.8 

12,855 

-  34. 

3 

with  children  under 

18 

23.1 

4,582 

31 .9 

7,108 

-  35. 

5 

Other  family 

26.8 

5,332 

22.4 

4,987 

6. 

9 

Male  householder 

4.8 

962 

4.3 

949 

1 . 

4 

with  children  under 

18 

1.7 

339 

0.9 

205 

65. 

4 

Female  householder 

22.0 

4,370 

18.1 

4,038 

8. 

2 

with  children  under 

18 

14.3 

2,845 

8.5 

1,882 

51. 

2 

Non-family 

30.7 

6,094 

19.8 

4,406 

38. 

3 

One  Person 

26.0 

5,160 

Male  Householder 

10.1 

1,997 

1,322 

Female  Householder 

15.9 

3,163 

3,084 

65  years  or  more 

10.4 

2,066 

Two  or  More  Persons 

4.7 

934 

Male  Householder 

3.1 

613 

Female  Householder 

1.6 

321 

65  years  or  more 

0.4 

79 

>OURCE :  U.S.  Bureau  of 

the 

Census, 

Census  of  Population  and 

Housing , 

STF  1, 

1980  and  First  Count,  1970. 


JOTE:       The  1970  U.S.  Census  gives  information  for  nonfamily  households  by  sex, 
but  does  not  separate  single  persons  from  two  or  more  person  households. 


84 


Table  48 

COMPOSITION  OF  ROSLINDALE  HOUSEHOLDS: 
1970  and  1980 


 1980  1970   1970-198 

Percent 

Percent       Number      Percent       Number  Chang 


All  Occupied  Households 

100.0 

11,497 

100. 

0 

11,999 

-  4. 

2 

Family 

70.8 

8,137 

81 . 

1 

9,727 

-  16. 

4 

Married  couple 

49.5 

5,691 

62. 

9 

7,549 

-  24. 

6 

with  children  under 

18 

23.1 

2,661 

32. 

2 

3,868 

-  31. 

2 

Other  family 

21 .3 

2,446 

18. 

2 

2,178 

12. 

3 

Male  householder 

4.0 

463 

3. 

4 

411 

12. 

7 

with  children  under 

1  o 

18 

1 . 0 

116 

0. 

6 

75 

54. 

7 

Female  householder 

17.2 

1,983 

14. 

7 

1,767 

12. 

2 

with  children  under 

18 

8.8 

1,013 

5. 

6 

671 

51. 

0 

Non-family 

29.2 

3,360 

18. 

9 

2,272 

47. 

9 

One  Person 

25.7 

2,952 

Male  Householder 

7.3 

834 

506 

Female  Householder 

18.4 

2,118 

1,766 

65  years  or  more 

12.7 

1,460 

Two  or  More  Persons 

3.5 

408 

Male  Householder 

1.3 

155 

Female  Householder 

2.2 

253 

65  years  or  more 

0.4 

49 

SOURCE:  U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Census  of  Population  and  Housing,  STF  1, 
1980  and  First  Count,  1970. 

NOTE:       The  1970  U.S.  Census  gives  information  for  nonfamily  households  by  sex, 

but  does  not  separate  single  persons  from  two  or  more  person  households. 
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Table  49 

COMPOSITION  OF  WEST  ROXBURY  HOUSEHOLDS 

1970  and  1980 


1980 


Percent 


1970 


Number  Percent 


Number 


1970-1980 
Percent 
Change 


All  Occupied  Households 

Family 

Married  couple 

with  children  under  18 
Other  family 

Male  householder 
with  children  under  18 
Female  householder 

with  children  under  18 


on-family 

One  Person 

Male  Householder 
Female  Householder 
65  years  or  more 

Two  or  More  Persons 
Male  Householder 
Female  Householder 
65  years  or  more 


100.0 

12,053 

100.0 

1 0 , 909 

10.5 

67.6 

8,151 

82.8 

9,033 

-  9.7 

52.6 

6,345 

68.3 

7,454 

-  14.9 

20.3 

2,444 

31.3 

3,416 

-  28.5 

15.0 

1,806 

14.5 

1,579 

14.4 

3.2 

385 

3.4 

367 

4.9 

0.4 

52 

0.4 

49 

6.1 

11.8 

1,421 

11.1 

1,212 

17.2 

3.2 

383 

2.6 

288 

33.0 

32.4 

3,902 

17.2 

1,876 

108.0 

28.0 

3,378 

7.0 

845 

422 

21.0 

2,533 

1,454 

14.9 

1,793 

4.3 

524 

2.1 

257 

2.2 

267 

0.4 

47 

)URCE: 


DTE: 


U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Census  of  Population  and  Housing,  STF  1, 
1980  and  First  Count,  1970. 


The  1970  U.S.  Census  gives  information  for  nonfamily  households  by  sex, 
but  does  not  separate  single  persons  from  two  or  more  person  households. 
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Table  50 

COMPOSITION  OF  HYDE  PARK  HOUSEHOLDS: 
1970  and  1980 


1980  1970   1970-198C 

Percent 


Percent 

Number 

Percent 

Number 

Char 

All  Occupied  Households 

100.0 

10,581 

100.0 

10,485 

0.9 

Family 

73.3 

7  758 

#   J  #  ww 

84  3 

ft  8*34 

-  i  p  p 

1  c .  c 

Married  couple 

54.2 

5,731 

70.5 

7  397 

/   f  WW  * 

-  22  5 

LmLm  %  W 

with  children  under 

18 

25.4 

2,687 

37.6 

3,946 

-  31.9 

Other  family 

19.2 

2,027 

13.7 

1,441 

40.7 

Male  householder 

3.8 

400 

3.2 

340 

W~w 

17.7 

with  children  under 

18 

1.1 

114 

0.6 

68 

WW 

67.7 

Female  householder 

15.4 

1 ,627 

10.5 

1 , 101 

47.8 

with  children  under 

18 

7.8 

824 

4.2 

444 

85.6 

Non-family 

26.7 

2,823 

15.7 

1 ,647 

71 .4 

One  Person 

23.2 

2,457 

Male  Householder 

8.2 

869 

519 

Female  Householder 

15.0 

1,588 

1,128 

65  years  or  more 

9.8 

1,039 

Two  or  More  Persons 

3.5 

366 

Male  Householder 

2.0 

216 

Female  Householder 

1 .4 

150 

65  years  or  more 

0.3 

29 

SOURCE:  U.S.  Bureau  of 

the 

Census,  Census  of  Population  and 

Housing, 

STF  1, 

1980  and  First  Count,  1970. 


NOTE:       The  1970  U.S.  Census  gives  information  for  nonfamily  households  by  sex, 
but  does  not  separate  single  persons  from  two  or  more  person  households. 
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Table  51 

COMPOSITION  OF  MATTAPAN  HOUSEHOLDS: 
1970  and  1980 


 1980  1970   1970-1980 

Percent 

Percent       Number     Percent       Number  Change 


All  Occupied  Households 

100.0 

11 ,578 

100. 

0 

13,760 

-  15. 

9 

Family 

73.1 

8,463 

80. 

6 

1 1 , 097 

-  23. 

7 

Married  couple 

38.1 

4,412 

57. 

0 

7,847 

-  43. 

8 

with  children  under 

18 

23.1 

2,678 

30. 

2 

4,152 

-  35. 

5 

Other  family 

35.0 

4,051 

23. 

6 

3,250 

24. 

7 

Male  householder 

5.4 

631 

3. 

2 

434 

45. 

5 

with  children  under 

18 

2.9 

334 

0. 

8 

115 

190. 

4 

Female  householder 

29.5 

3,420 

20. 

5 

2,816 

21. 

5 

with  children  under 

18 

23.5 

2,722 

13. 

9 

1,906 

42. 

8 

on-family 

26.9 

3,115 

19. 

4 

2,663 

17. 

0 

One  Person 

22.1 

2,562 

Male  Householder 

9.8 

1,135 

813 

Female  Householder 

12.3 

1,427 

1,850 

65  years  or  more 

4.5 

516 

Two  or  More  Persons 

4.8 

553 

Male  Householder 

3.0 

344 

Female  Householder 

1.8 

209 

65  years  or  more 

0.3 

29 

OURCE:  U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Census  of  Population  and  Housing,  STF  1, 
1980  and  First  Count,  1970. 


OTE:       The  1970  U.S.  Census  gives  information  for  nonfamily  households  by  sex, 
but  does  not  separate  single  persons  from  two  or  more  person  households. 
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III.     Labor  Force 
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Education 


The  amount  of  education  an  individual  has  received  is  an  important  detei 
minant  of  the  opportunities  available  to  him  or  her  throughout  life, 
particularly  in  the  workplace.     The  educational  attainment  of  adults  aged  25 
years  or  older  is  both  an  important  measure  of  the  educational  level  of  the 
population  and  a  key  to  understanding  labor  force  characteristics.     The  chang 
that  occurred  in  this  measure  between  1970  and  1980  is  significant,  as  seen  i 
Tables  52  through  55.  I 

In  general,  there  was  a  significant  decline  in  the  numbers  and  proportioi 
of  the  population  with  less  than  a  high  school  education,  stability  in  the 
proportion  of  high  school  graduates,  and  a  noteworthy  increase  in  those  with 
college  level  education.     In  1970,  26  percent  of  Boston's  adults  had  an 
elementary  education  or  less.     By  1980,  this  proportion  was  reduced  to  less 
than  17  percent.     Similarly,  the  proportion  with  1-3  years  of  high  school 
declined  from  20  to  15  percent.     In  the  pivotal  category,  high  school  grad- 
uates, the  proportion  edged  upward  to  35  percent  from  34  percent.     Adults  25 
years  or  older,  with  some  college,  increased  by  two-thirds  between  1970  and 
1980,  from  19  percent  to  33  percent.    More  significantly,  the  proportion  of 
those  who  had  completed  four  years  of  college  or  had  gone  on  to  graduate  study 
doubled  to  20  percent.     These  remarkable  changes  were  reflected  in  most  of 
Boston's  neighborhoods.     Moreover,  they  provide  important  background 
information  for  understanding  the  transformation  of  Boston's  workforce. 

There  had  been  a  dramatic  increase  in  the  educational  attainment  of  adultf 
in  all  neighborhoods.     However,  great  disparity  remained  between  the 
neighborhoods  with  regard  to  attainment  in  1980.     For  instance,  62  percent  of 
Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill  residents  completed  A  years  or  more  of  college.     This  was 
true  for  Al  percent  of  the  residents  in  Fenway-Kenmore ,  3A  percent  of  those  in 
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Central,  and  33  percent  of  Allston-Brighton  residents.     At  the  other  end  of  the 
spectrum,  very  small  proportions  of  residents  had  completed  at  least  four  years 
of  college  in  East  Boston  (5  percent),  South  Boston  (7  percent),  Roxbury, 
Mattapan  and  North  Dorchester  (8  percent  each). 

Again,  examining  the  proportions  of  neighborhood  residents  25  years  or 
older  who  had  at  least  graduated  from  high  school,  whether  or  not  they  went  on 
to  college,  uncovered  important  disparities.     The  proportions  with  a  high 
school  degree  or  more  in  1980  were  highest  for  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill  (94 
percent),  Fenway-Kenmore  (85  percent),  and  for  Allston-Brighton  and  West 
Roxbury  (79  percent  each).     The  proportion  declined  to  about  two-thirds  for 
most  neighborhoods.     At  the  low  end  were  East  Boston  (48  percent)  and  Roxbury 
(55  percent). 

The  reasons  for  these  disparities  were  several.     Some  areas,  such  as  Back 
Bay-Beacon  Hill,  West  Roxbury  and  Allston-Brighton,  had  high  proportions  of 
residents  with  at  least  a  high  school  diploma  from  which  to  build  in  1970. 
Fenway-Kenmore  advanced  rapidly  because  of  an  increase  in  young  adults  pursuing 
careers  and  education  beyond  the  undergraduate  level.     This  was  important  for 
Central  and  the  South  End  also.     Other  neighborhoods  like  East  Boston  and 
Roxbury  simply  lagged  the  city-wide  average  in  both  1970  and  1980.  Such 
neighborhoods  may  have  had  high  proportions  of  immigrants,  either  long  term 
residents  or  newcomers,  who  lacked  the  opportunity  for  education  in  their 
homeland.     Others  have  residents  who  were  unable  to  pursue  education  for  other 
reasons.     The  labor  force  participation,  occupational  distribution,  and  income 
levels  of  these  neighborhoods  reflected  this. 
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Participation,  Employment,  Unemployment,  Workers  Per  Family 

A  detailed  review  of  Boston's  labor  force  from  the  Census  showed  size  oi 
the  labor  force,  participation  rates,  counts  of  the  employed  and  unemployed, 
unemployment  rates,  and  number  of  workers  per  family.     In  addition,  these 
characteristics  were  analyzed  separately  for  neighborhoods  by  sex,  and  for 
racial  groups.     Some  highlights  of  findings  showed  that  the  Boston  female  lab 
force  participation  rate  continued  to  climb,  unemployment  rates  were  higher  f 
blacks  and  hispanics  than  other  racial  groups,  and  many  neighborhoods  were 
showing  significant  numbers  of  two-worker  family  households. 

Boston  residents  in  the  civilian  labor  force  in  1980  numbered  nearly 
273,000  in  1980,  a  decline  of  only  2  percent  from  Boston's  279,000  civilian 
workers  in  1970  despite  a  12  percent  population  loss.     The  labor  force  was 
comprised  of  256,000  employed  and  about  17,000  unemployed  residents.     The  labc 
force  participation  rate  of  those  aged  16  years  and  over  rose  somewhat  from 
58.5  percent  to  60.0  percent,  increasing  the  already  high  participation  rate. 
Female  participation  rose  from  47.8  percent  to  52.7  percent,  while 
participation  among  males  declined  from  72.0  percent  to  68.5  percent.  Boston' 
labor  force  participation  rate  was  slightly  below  those  for  the  metropolitan 
area,  state  and  nation  because  of  the  larger  number  of  students  and  elderly  in 
the  adult  population  and  the  greater  share  of  minority  population. 

Tables  56  and  57  indicate  participation  and  unemployment  rates  for 
Boston's  neighborhoods.     The  highest  participation  rates  were  recorded  in  1980 
for  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill  (71  percent)  and  Central  (69  percent).  Other 
neighborhoods  with  above  average  participation  were  Hyde  Park,  the  South  End, 
Mattapan,  Allston-Brighton ,  and  Charlestown.     Twelve  of  the  sixteen 
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neighborhoods  had  higher  participation  rates  in  1980  than  in  1970,  with  the 
largest  increases  in  Central,  Mattapan,  and  South  End.  Participation 
rates  declined  in  East  Boston,  South  Boston,  Roxbury,  and  Roslindale. 

Boston's  unemployment  rate  in  April  1980,  when  the  Census  was  conducted, 
stood  at  6.1  percent.    This  rate  was  about  75  percent  greater  than  the  3.5 
percent  unemployment  rate  registered  in  the  1970  Census,  reflecting  the 
generally  higher  U.S.  unemployment  rates  left  over  after  the  1974—1975 
recession.     In  addition,  unemployment  rates  were  higher  for  all  but  two  of 
Boston  neighborhoods  in  1980  than  in  1970;  the  only  exceptions  were  the  South 
End  and  Fenway-Kenmore .     Roxbury  and  Mattapan  had  the  highest  unemployment 
rates  at  10.1  and  8.7  percent,  respectively.     The  greatest  rise  in  unemployment 
rates  over  the  decade  occurred  in  Jamaica  Plain,  Roxbury,  North  Dorchester, 
South  Dorchester,  Mattapan  and  Hyde  Park.     Lowest  unemployment  rates  were 
registered  in  Back  Bay  and  West  Roxbury  at  3.6  percent  and  3.9  percent, 
respectively. 

Tables  58  through  61  show  that  selected  racial  and  hispanic  groups  had 
somewhat  different  participation  rates.     Asians  and  Pacific  Islanders  ranked 
the  highest  with  63.8  percent  of  those  16  and  over  in  the  labor  force.  White 
participation  was  slightly  above  average  at  60.5  percent.     Black  participation 
was  slightly  below  average  at  59.1  percent  across  the  City.  Hispanic 
participation  lagged  behind  the  other  groups  with  53.6  percent  of  adults  in  the 
labor  force,  perhaps  due  to  lower  participation  by  women. 

Unemployment  rates  for  racial  and  hispanic  groups  also  showed  considerable 
differences  citywide  and  among  neighborhoods.     Rates  for  racial  groups  citywide 
from  lowest  to  highest  in  1980  were:     5.1  percent  for  Asians,  5.2  percent  for 
whites,  9.2  percent  for  blacks,  and  9.9  percent  for  hispanics.     For  the  three 
neighborhoods  with  the  largest  Asian  population,   (Central  (Chinatown), 
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Allston-Brighton  and  the  South  End) ,  Central  had  the  highest  unemployment  rate 
The  neighborhoods  with  greatest  white  unemployment  (over  6  percent)  were  East 
Boston,  Charlestown,  Roxbury,  and  South  Boston.     For  blacks,  unemployment  was 
significantly  higher  (over  10  percent)  in  Roxbury,  Dorchester,  and  Mattapan. 
Unemployment  for  hispanics  was  over  11  percent  in  Jamaica  Plain,  Roxbury,  and 
Dorchester . 

Participation  rates  for  racial  and  hispanic  groups  varied  considerably  by 
neighborhoods.     A  number  of  factors  affected  participation  rates.     The  age 
structure  was  important.     Areas  with  sizable  concentrations  of  young  adults 
25-44  years,  the  ages  of  highest  labor  force  participation,  tended  to  have 
higher  participation  rates.    Areas  with  large  proportions  of  retirees  or 
college  students  tended  to  have  lower  rates  of  participation.  Other 
characteristics  such  as  education,  marital  status  and  household  type,  explained 
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many  of  the  differences.     The  latter  were  especially  important  in  the 

3 

participation  of  women. 

Table  62  shows  neighborhood  differences  in  the  number  of  workers  in  family 
households.     About  half  of  Boston's  families  contained  two  workers  in  1980. 
This  is  indicative  of  the  high  labor  force  participation  of  women,  although  the 
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The  labor  force  is  comprised  of  all  adults  (16+  years  old)  who  are 
either  employed  (full  time  or  part  time)  or  "officially"  unemployed 
(out  of  work  and  looking  for  work  in  the  previous  four  weeks).  All 
other  individuals  are  not  in  the  labor  force,  that  is  not  classified 
as  either  employed  or  unemployed.     This  group  includes  students,  the 
retired,  homemakers,  the  disabled,  discouraged  workers  not  looking 
for  work  and  the  voluntarily  idle.     The  labor  force  participation 
rate  is  the  ratio  of  people  in  the  labor  force  as  a  percent  of  total 
adult  population.     As  such,  the  labor  force  participation  rate  is  a 
measure  of  the  magnitude  of  the  adult  workforce.  Traditionally, 
labor  force  participation  rates  are  higher  in  the  New  England  region 
than  for  the  nation  as  a  whole  because  there  are  more  women 
participating. 


94 


sex  of  neither  worker  is  known.     It  represents  the  overall  higher  participation 
rates  engendered  by  increased  education,  smaller  families,  and  the  need  for  a 
second  income  to  make  ends  meet.     In  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill,  63  percent  of 
families  had  two  workers.     This  is  not  surprising  given  the  large  number  of 
young  adult  couples  with  high  socio-economic  6tatus  who  reside  there.  Hyde 
Park,  West  Roxbury,  Allston-Brighton,  South  End,  Central  and  Roslindale  were 
notably  above  average.     Roxbury  had  the  lowest  proportion  of  two-earner 
families,  probably  because  of  the  high  proportion  of  single  parent  families, 
seen  in  Table  32.     Yet  a  similarly  high  proportion  of  single  parent  families  in 
Mattapan  did  not  act  as  a  deterrent. 

Between  a  quarter  and  a  third  of  the  families  in  all  the  neighborhoods  had 
a  single  wage  earner,  averaging  out  to  32  percent  for  Boston  as  a  whole.  Some 
19  percent  of  Boston  families  contain  no  workers.     While  some  proportion  of 
these  were  the  families  of  retirees,  19  percent  was  far  above  the  statewide 
Massachusetts  share  (12  percent)  of  families  without  wage  earners.     Of  Boston's 
neighborhoods,  only  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill  and  Hyde  Park  were  not  significantly 
above  the  state-wide  average.     On  the  other  hand,  over  one-quarter  of 
Fenway-Kenmore  and  Roxbury  families  were  without  a  wage  earner.     While  Fenway- 
Kenmore  may  have  had  a  significant  number  of  student  families,  Roxbury  and  the 
other  neighborhoods  with  a  high  proportion  of  workerless  families,  including 
Jamaica  Plain  (24  percent),  South  Boston  (22  percent)  and  East  Boston  (20 
percent),  did  not.     Workerless  families  showed  one  way  in  which  the  economic 
slowdown  of  the  mid-  and  late-1970s  impacted  families  in  1980,  especially 
minority  families,  as  was  seen  in  low  labor  force  participation  rates  and 
higher  than  average  unemployment  rates  for  these  neighborhoods.  Workerless 
families  were  also  higher  in  areas,  such  as  South  Boston  and  East  Boston  where 
a  high  proportion  of  the  population  was  of  retirement  age  and  a  substantial 
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proportion  of  families  counted  transfer  payments  and  Social  Security  as  their 
largest  source  of  income.^ 

Industry 

The  number  of  employed  Boston  residents  declined  by  only  4  percent  frtm 
266,505  in  1970  to  256,097  workers  in  1980.      However,  Tables  63,  65  and  67, 
show  that  employment  by  industry  changed  considerably  during  this  period.  The 
proportion  of  workers  employed  in  construction,  manufacturing,  communications, 
and  wholesale  and  retail  trade  declined.     Employment  gains  were  registered  in 
finance,  insurance  and  real  estate;  business  and  repair  services;  professional 
and  health  services;  educational  services;  and  public  administration.  The 
largest  gain,  some  30  percent,  occurred  in  employment  in  education,  followed  by 
a  20  percent  gain  in  related  professional,  and  health  services.     The  net  result 
was  that  in  1980,  46  percent  of  Boston's  workers  were  employed  in  finance, 
business,  health,  education  and  professional  services  industries  of  all  kinds 
compared  to  38  percent  in  1970. 

In  general,  neighborhood  proportions  employed  in  the  various  industries 
followed  the  city-wide  average.     The  one  exception  was  in  wholesale  and  retail 
trade  where  gains  were  registered  for  Central  and  Fenway-Kenmore  residents, 
coupled  with  sharp  drops  for  Roxbury  and  Mattapan.     This  reflected,  in  part, 
the  changing  character  of  trade  in  the  city  away  from  small  neighborhood 
establishments  and  in  part  the  hard  times  of  the  1970 's  which  closed  doors  to 
entry  level  jobs  in  trade. 

^    Margaret  C.  O'Brien,  "Boston  and  Its  Neighborhoods",  Research  Department, 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority,  May  1982,  Table  11-14. 
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Participation  in  finance,  business,  health,  educational  and  other 
professional  services  has  increased  rapidly  for  all  the  neighborhoods.  Job 
growth  has  occurred  in  these  sectors  and  probably  will  continue  in  the  decade 
ahead.     As  of  1980,  60  percent  of  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill  residents  were  employed 
in  these  sectors.     In  Fenway-Kenmore ,  Allston-Brighton,  and  Jamaica  Plain  over 
50  percent  of  residents  worked  in  these  sectors.     Lagging  behind  the  city-wide 
average  were  East  Boston  and  South  Boston  at  31  percent.     Hyde  Park  and  North 
Dorchester  also  had  less  than  AO  percent  of  their  workers  employed  in  these 
sectors.     This  may  indicate  prevailing  skills,  opportunities  and  attitudes  that 
will  carry  over  into  or  change  in  the  future. 

Occupation 

During  the  Seventies  a  shift  occurring  within  the  occupational  structure 
paralleled  that  in  the  industrial  structure.     The  number  of  workers  in 
professional,  technical  and  managerial  occupations  grew  by  30  percent  from  some 
60,000  in  1970  to  78,000  in  1980.     This  group  accounted  for  over  30  percent  of 
Boston's  employed  workers  at  the  decade's  end.     Sales  and  service  workers  grew 
also  to  7.3  percent  and  18.4  percent  of  Boston's  workers,  respectively. 
However,  the  numbers  and  percentages  of  workers  in  all  other  categories 
declined,  including  administrative  support,  craftsmen  and  foremen,  operatives, 
transportation  operatives  and  laborers.     Clerical  employees  declined  from  27 
percent  to  23  percent  of  the  employed  labor  force,  while  employees  in  the 
remaining  occupations  fell  from  28  percent  to  21  percent  of  the  total.  These 
trends,  documented  in  Tables  68  through  71,  indicate  that  the  employment  trend 
of  several  decades  toward  professional  and  services  occupations,  and  away  from 
manufacturing  and  transportation,  has  continued.     While  the  manufacturing  job 
base  of  Boston  has  been  eroding  for  some  time,  white  collar  occupations  have 
boomed.     There  is  some  speculation  that  outmigrants  during  the  1970s  may  have 
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included  disproportionate  numbers  of  blue  collar  workers  and  their  families. 
Others  may  have  retired  or  changed  occupations.     An  additional  factor  is  a 
labor  force  that  is  now  48  percent  female,  up  from  46  percent  in  1970. 

Generally,  the  changes  in  occupational  distribution  in  the  neighborhoods 
have  paralleled  those  of  the  city  as  a  whole.     However,  a  number  of 
neighborhoods  have  undergone  unique  or  noteworthy  changes.     For  instance,  57 
percent  of  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill  workers  had  professional,  technical,  or 
managerial  occupations  by  1980.     Over  one-third  of  Central,  South  End, 
Fenway-Kenmore ,  Allston-Brighton,  and  West  Roxbury's  employed  were  in  this 
category  as  well.     The  most  noteworthy  increases  in  the  proportion  of 
professional,  etc.,  workers  occurred  over  the  decade  in  Central  (25  to  44 
percent),  Charlestown  (12  to  26  percent),  and  Roxbury  (14  to  20  percent). 
While  the  gentrif ication  of  Central  and  Charlestown  has  been  well  documented, 
there  has  been  a  significant  growth  in  professionals  and  administrative  suppoi 
personnel  in  Roxbury,  despite  Roxbury's  lower  than  average  proportion  in  this 
group. 

As  the  professional,  technical,  and  managerial  occupations  have  captured 
larger  share  of  Boston's  resident  work  force,  other  occupational  groups  have 
declined  in  importance.     The  most  notable  examples  were  in  Central  and  South 
End  where  losses  of  craftsmen,  operatives,  transportation  operatives,  laborers 
and  even  service  workers,  contrary  to  the  city-wide  trend,  have  far  exceeded 
Boston  averages.     For  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill  and  Fenway-Kenmore  residents, 
clerical  occupations  declined  dramatically  in  importance.     The  shares  of 
craftsmen,  operatives  and  laborers  have  declined  sharply  in  Charlestown  and 
West  Roxbury.     While  a  severe  proportional  loss  in  operatives  occurred  in 
Roxbury,  both  Roxbury  and  Mattapan  showed  a  rapid  gain  in  services  workers. 
For  the  other  neighborhoods  occupational  change  has  been  more  gradual. 
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Full-Time  and  Part-Time  Employment 

Tables  72  through  80  give  data  on  the  work  history  of  Boston  resident 
workers  during  1979.     Because  these  numbers  refer  to  the  work  experience  during 
an  entire  year  rather  than  one  week,  as  the  data  for  1980  do,  the  number  of 
workers  and  unemployed  are  larger  than  those  for  1980. 

Tables  72  and  73  show  statistics  on  full-time  and  part-time  workers  by 
number  of  weeks  worked  and  average  number  of  hours  worked  per  week.     Of  the 
300,779  workers  in  1979,  some  49  percent  worked  35  or  more  hours  during  50-52 
weeks  of  the  year.     An  additional  9  percent  worked  full-time  during  40-49 
weeks.     The  sum  of  these  two  numbers,  some  58  percent,  might  be  considered 
full-time  workers,  since  many  have  longer  vacations  and/or  shorter  work  years, 
such  as  teachers. 

The  proportion  of  full-time  workers  is  lower  than  one  might  expect.  For 
instance,  49  percent  worked  35  hours  for  50  weeks,  compared  to  the  statewide 
proportion  of  53  percent.     Therefore,  it  seems  important  to  know  why  Boston 
workers  are  less  likely  to  work  full-time.     Since  females  were  less  likely  to 
work  full-time  and  they  made  up  a  larger  fraction  of  Boston's  workers  (47.8 
percent)  than  of  Massachusetts'  workers  (45.5  percent),  it  might  be  surmised 
that  they  contributed  to  a  lower  proportion  of  35  hour/50  week  workers  in  the 
City.     However,  this  is  not  the  case  because  Boston's  female  workers  were  more 
likely  to  work  full-time  (43.3  percent)  than  were  female  workers  resident 
throughout  Massachusetts  (40.1  percent).     Therefore,  Boston  part-time  female 
workers  contributed  a  smaller  proportion  of  part-time  to  all  workers  (27.1 
percent)  than  was  true  statewide  (27.3  percent). 

Therefore,  the  excess  of  part-time  workers  in  the  City  was  due  to  males, 
some  54.3  percent  of  whom  worked  full-time  compared  to  63.8  percent  of  males 
statewide.     While  it  is  impossible  to  state  with  precision  the  contribution  of 
various  factors  to  higher  part-time  employment  for  males,  Census  data  enable 
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the  identification  of  both  important  and  unimportant  factors.     Elderly  part 
time  workers  do  not  appear  to  contribute  to  the  differences  in  that  a  smalle 
percentage  of  males  over  65  years  in  Boston  work  than  is  the  case  throughout 
Massachusetts.     The  major  contributors  are  a  higher  proportion  of  college 
students,  who  might  hold  part-time  jobs  year  round  or  in  the  summer  months,  a 
higher  unemployment  among  Boston  males  than  among  all  Massachusetts  male 
workers.     Twenty-one  percent  of  Boston's  males  were  unemployed  for  part  of  19 
versus  15.8  percent  of  those  in  Massachusetts.    Additionally,  the  largest 
differences  in  unemployment  experience  between  city  and  state  in  1979  were  fo: 
hispanic  males  (23.4  percent  versus  15.8  percent)  and  for  whites  (19.7  perceni 
versus  15.5  percent),  with  whites  and  hispanics  being  partially  overlapping 
groups.     These  differences  in  unemployment  during  1979  were  smaller  for  blacka 
American  Indians,  and  Asian  and  Pacific  Islanders. 

Analysis  of  full-time  and  part-time  workers  by  neighborhoods  corroborates 
these  suppositions  about  the  reasons  for  higher  part-time  employment  in  Boston 
Workers  resident  in  Fenway-Kenmore  are  least  likely  to  work  35  hours/50  weeks 
year.     In  1979,  20.8  percent  of  males,  17.7  percent  of  females,  and  an  average 
of  19.3  percent  of  both  sexes  worked  full-time.     Other  areas  with  lower  than 
average  proportions  of  full-time  employees  included  Allston-Brighton  (40.2 
percent),  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill  (48.5  percent),  and  Jamaica  Plain  (46.2 
percent).     The  first  two  neighborhoods  have  sizable  concentrations  of  students 
while  Jamaica  Plain  contains  a  large  number  of  hispanic  persons.     In  the 
remaining  neighborhoods,  the  proportion  of  full-time  workers  approaches  or 
surpasses  that  for  Massachusetts,  indicating  that  lower  full-time  employment  is 
largely  limited  to  certain  areas  of  Boston  and  to  certain  sectors  of  the 
population . 

When  neighborhood  participation  by  sex  is  examined,  Roxbury  and  South  End 
might  be  included  with  lower  full-time  worker  areas  due  to  the  negative  impact 
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of  unemployment  on  black  males.     Aside  from  very  low  full-time  employment  among 
Fenway-Kenmore  and  Allston-Brighton  females,  the  proportion  of  female  workers 
who  are  employed  full-time  varies  among  neighborhoods. 

Place  of  Work 

Three-fourths  of  Boston  resident  workers  who  reported  their  place  of  work 
in  1980  were  employed  within  the  City  while  one-fourth  worked  outside.  The 
proportions  varied  widely  among  the  neighborhoods,  with  over  80  percent  of 
South  Boston  and  Roxbury  workers  employed  in  Boston  but  only  two-thirds  of  West 
Roxbury  and  Hyde  Park  workers.    Accounting  for  these  differences  in  Table  81  is 
difficult  in  that  there  is  no  clear  relationship  to  education,  occupation,  in- 
dustry, or  unemployment.     The  most  important  factor  appears  to  be  location 
along  Boston's  border  which  makes  work  places  outside  of  Boston  very  close  for 
the  workers  of  Allston-Brighton,  West  Roxbury,  Hyde  Park,  and  Charlestown. 

Tables  82  and  83  indicate  that  nearly  30,000  workers  or  some  11.8  percent 
failed  to  report  place  of  work.     The  neighborhoods  with  high  proportions  of 
workers  not  reporting  place  of  work  were  Mattapan  (20.6  percent),  Central  (19.8 
percent),  Roxbury  (17.2  percent),  South  End  (14.5  percent),  Charlestown  (14.3 
percent),  and  North  Dorchester  (14.3  percent).     Although  most  of  these 
neighborhoods  contain  high  numbers  of  minorities  and  new  immigrants,  this  is 
not  a  single  strong  reason  why  place  of  work  should  not  have  been  reported. 
One  suspects  that  the  factors  of  unemployment,  part-time  employment,  multiple 
job  sites  (construction,  repair  services,  etc.)  or  job  changes  have  made  this 
question  more  difficult  to  answer,  despite  Census  instructions  addressing  these 
issues.     In  addition >  some  people  may  have  been  concerned  with  invasion  of 
privacy. 

In  any  case,  those  not  reporting  their  workplace  did  not  change  the 
distribution  of  reported  workplace  by  much.     A  clear  majority  of  Boston  workers 
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worked  in  Boston  with  a  significant  minority  working  in  suburban  towns.  Onl 
very  small  proportions  work  outside  of  the  Boston  metropolitan  area  or  outsit 
of  Massachusetts.  It  is  unlikely  that  the  workplaces  of  those  not  reporting 
would  have  altered  this  distribution  significantly. 

Travel  Time  to  Work 

The  commuting  time  of  Boston  resident  workers  varied  considerably. 
One-quarter  of  workers  spent  less  than  15  minutes  going  to  work,  while 
one-third  commuted  for  15  to  30  minutes,  another  quarter  for  30  to  45  minutes 
and  the  remainder  for  45  minutes  or  longer. 

There  was  also  considerable  variation  in  travel  time  to  work  among 
neighborhoods  shown  in  Tables  84  and  85.     Workers  living  in  Central  and 
Fenway-Kenmore  had  the  shortest  average  commute,  with  40  percent  of  workers 
spending  less  than  15  minutes  traveling  to  work.     Workers  in  Allston-Brighton 
and  the  southern  neighborhoods  tended  to  have  the  longest  commutes.  In 
Roxbury,  South  Dorchester,  Mattapan,  and  Hyde  Park,  over  50  percent  of  worker! 
traveled  one-half  hour  or  more.     In  addition,  15  percent  of  workers  from 
Mattapan  and  11  percent  of  workers  in  Hyde  Park  spent  one  hour  or  longer  goinj 
to  work. 

Differences  in  travel  times  to  work  were  related  to  a  number  of  factors. 
Location  of  work  outside  the  city  was  one  reason.     Certain  occupational  skills 
of  workers,  such  as  manufacturing,  might  have  been  in  greater  demand  outside  c 
Boston.     Also,  means  of  transportation  to  work,  seen  in  Tables  86  and  87,  was 
important.     Neighborhoods,  with  a  high  proportion  of  walkers,  such  as  Back  Bay 
Central,  and  Fenway-Kenmore,  tended  to  have  short  commuting  times.     Heavy  use 
of  public  transportation  probably  lengthened  the  commute  for  Roxbury  residents 
while  reliance  on  automobiles  was  related  to  lengthy  commutes  in  other 
neighborhoods. 
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Transportation  to  Work 

Boston  is  a  unique  city  in  that  more  residents  traveled  to  work  on  public 
transportation  in  1980  than  drove  alone  in  their  car.     Public  transportation 
moved  some  84,000,  or  34  percent  of  resident  workers.     Thirty-three  percent 
traveled  alone  in  a  car,  while  another  14  percent  carpooled.     An  additional 
17  percent  walked  to  work. 

The  predominant  means  of  transportation  to  work  varied  by  neighborhood. 
One-third  or  more  of  workers  in  most  neighborhoods  took  public  transportation. 
The  exceptions  were  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill  and  Central  areas  near  downtown  and 
the  suburban-like  areas  of  Roslindale,  West  Roxbury  and  Hyde  Park.     In  Back 
Bay-Beacon  Hill,  Central,  and  Fenway-Kenmore ,  over  40  percent  of  workers  walked 
to  work  nearby.     Driving  to  work  either  alone  or  in  a  carpool  predominated  in  a 
number  of  areas.     Over  70  percent  of  West  Roxbury  and  Hyde  Park  resident 
workers  drove  or  were  driven  to  work.     The  proportions  approximated  60  percent 
in  Mattapan  and  Roslindale,  and  some  50  percent  in  South  Dorchester,  East 
Boston,  Jamaica  Plain  and  Allston-Brighton.     The  high  proportions  of  drivers 
and  passengers  in  these  areas  reflected  the  distances  they  travel  to  work,  work 
locations,  and  the  quality  of  public  transportation  service  in  these 
neighborhoods . 
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Table  52 


YEARS  OF  SCHOOL  COMPLETED  BY  PERSONS  25  YEARS  AND  OVER, 
BY  PLANNING  DISTRICT,  1980 


Planning 

Population 

Elementary 

High  School 

College 

Districts 

Age  25  Yrs. 

0-8  Yrs. 

1-3  Yrs. 

4  Years 

1-3  Yrs 

4  Year. 

4  Over 

Or  Mon 

East  Boston 

20,823 

5 ,820 

4,932 

7,662 

1 ,408 

i,oo: 

Charlestown 

8,314 

1,235 

1,764 

3,239 

846 

1,23( 

South  Boston 

1ft     /  ft 

19 ,403 

3,962 

3,498 

8,862 

1,733 

1 ,341 

Central 

1  £.      1  1  / 

16,414 

*i      T  O  ft 

3,720 

1,561 

3,484 

2,086 

5,56: 

Back  Bay- 

1  ft      O  O  O 

19 ,283 

C  ft  ft 

509 

604 

2,495 

3,654 

12,021 

Beacon  Hill 

South  End 

16,567 

3 ,596 

2,037 

3,819 

2,228 

4,887 

Fenway-Kenmore 

10,513 

831 

698 

2,327 

2,310 

4,347 

Allston-Brighton 

37,155 

4,450 

3,517 

11,240 

5,699 

12,249 

Jamaica  Plain 

22,786 

4,182 

3,558 

6,702 

2,977 

5,367 

Roxbury 

*i  i    ft  o  i 

32 ,081 

7  ,460 

6,859 

11,562 

3,621 

2,579 

No.  Dorchester 

13,323 

2,902 

2,510 

5,244 

1,542 

1,125 

So.  Dorchester 

33,684 

5,372 

6,036 

14,398 

4,098 

3,780 

Mat  cap an 

1  Q  /.no 

lo  ,*»9o 

2  ,638 

3,349 

8,334 

2,642 

1,535 

Roslindale 

20,507 

3,597 

2,846 

8,711 

2,420 

2,755 

West  Roxbury 

21,860 

2,089 

2,448 

8,967 

3,491 

4,865 

nyoe  rfiiK 

10     7Q  "3 

<■  i  j  i  j 

3,063 

8,433 

2,603 

2,179 

Planning  District 

330,004 

54,878 

49,280 

115,479 

43,358 

66,831 

Total 

Harbor  Islands  & 

349 

21 

38 

107 

22 

161 

Crews  of  Vessels 

City  Total 

330,650 

54,932 

49,407 

115,787 

43,451 

67,073 

* 

Planning  Districts  may  not  sum  to  City  Total. 


Source:     1980  Census  of  Population  and  Housing.     Summary  Tape  File  3.     Prepared  by 
R.  S.  0'Hara,  Jr.,  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  Research  Department. 
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Table  53 

YEARS  OF  SCHOOL  COMPLETED  BY  PERSONS  25  YEARS  AND  OVER, 
BY  PLANNING  DISTRICT,  1980,  IN  PERCENT 


Planning 

Population 

Elementary 

High  School 

College 

Districts 

Age  25  Yrs. 

0-8  Yrs. 

1-3  Yrs. 

4  Years 

1-3  Yrs 

4  Years 

&  Over 

Or  More 

East  Boston 

20,823 

27.9 

23.7 

36.8 

6.8 

4.8 

Charlestovn 

8,314 

14.9 

21.2 

39.0 

10.2 

14.8 

South  Boston 

19,403 

20.4 

18.0 

45.7 

8.9 

6.9 

Central 

16,414 

22.7 

9.5 

21.2 

12.7 

33.9 

Back  Bay- 

19,283 

2.6 

3.1 

12.9 

18.9 

62.3 

Beacon  Hill 

South  End 

16,567 

21.7 

12.3 

23.1 

13.4 

29.5 

Fenway-Kenmore 

10,513 

7.9 

6  6 

22  1 

22  0 

41.3 

All st on-Bright on 

37,155 

12.0 

9.5 

30.3 

15.3 

33.0 

Jamaica  Plain 

22,786 

18.4 

15.6 

29.4 

13.1 

23.6 

Roxbury 

32,081 

23.3 

21.4 

x.  x  # 

36.0 

11.3 

8.0 

No.  Dorchester 

13,323 

21.8 

18.8 

39.4 

11.6 

8.4 

So.  Dorchester 

33,684 

15.9 

17.9 

42.7 

12.2 

11.2 

Mattapan 

18,498 

14.3 

18  1 

X  \J  •  X 

45  1 

14  3 

8  3 

Rosllndale 

20,507 

17.5 

13.9 

42.5 

11.8 

13.4 

West  Roxbury 

21,860 

9.6 

11.2 

41.0 

16.0 

22.3 

Hyde  Park 

18,793 

13.4 

16.3 

44.9 

13.9 

11.6 

Planning  District 

330,004 

16.6 

14.9 

35.0 

13.1 

20.3 

Total 

Harbor  Islands  & 

349 

6.0 

10.9 

30.7 

6.3 

46.1 

Crews  of  Vessels 

City  Total 

330,650 

16.6 

14.9 

35.0 

13.1 

20.3 

Totals  may  not  sum  exactly  to  100.0  percent  due  to  rounding. 

Source:     1980  Census  of  Population  and  Housing.     Summary  Tape  File  3.     Prepared  by 
R.  S.  0'Hara,  Jr.,  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  Research  Department. 
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Table  63 

EMPLOYED  PERSONS »  1970  TO  1980,  BY  INDUSTRY, 
FOR  AGES  16  YEARS  AND  OVER,  IN  PERCENT 


Industry  1970  1980  1980  1980  1970-1980  1970-1980 


Distribution 

Absolute 
Numbers 

Distribution 

Absolute 
Numbers 

Percent 
Change 

Absolute 
Change 

Construction 

4.4 

11,433 

3.2 

8,132 

-  28.9 

-  3,301 

Manufacturing 
Durable  Goods 
(Non-Durable  Goods) 

17.6 
8.7 
(8.9) 

45,768 
22,249 
(23,519) 

(14.3) 
8.1 
6.1 

(36,521) 
20,813 
15,708 

-(20.2) 
-  6.4 
-(33.2) 

-(9,247) 
-  1,436 
-(7,811) 

Transportation 

4.0 

10,357 

4.7 

12, 130 

+  17.1 

+  1,773 

Communications , 
Utilities  & 

Sanitary  Services  . 
(Other  Public  Util.) 

3.5 

9,204 

(2.6) 
2.6 

(6,552) 
6,552 

-(28.8) 

-(2,652) 

Wholesale/Retail  Trade 
(Wholesale) 
(Retail) 

19.4 

50,387 

(16.8) 
2.8 
14.1 

(43,137) 
7,096 
36,041 

-(14.4) 

-(7,250) 

Finance ,  Insurance , 
Business,  &  Repair 
Service 
(Finance,  Insurance, 
Real  Estate) 
(Business  &  Repair 
Service) 

13.0 

33,736 

(14.3) 

9.0 
5.3 

(36,533) 

23,079 
13,454 

♦  (8.3) 

+(2,797) 

Professional  & 
Related  Services 

(Other  Professional/ 
Related  Services) 

(Health  Services) 

17.0 

44,298 

(20.7) 
7.0 
13.7 

(52,924) 
17,849 
35,075 

+(19.5) 

+(8,626) 

Educational  Services 

8.3 

21,592 

10.9 

27,989 

+  29.6 

+(6,397) 

Public  Administration 

7.2 

18,725 

8.1 

20,825 

+  11.2 

+  2,100 

Other 

(Agriculture,  Forestry, 
Fishing,  Mining) 

(Personal,  Entertain- 
ment, Recreational 
Services) 

5.5 

14,342 

'  (4.5) 
0.3 

4.2 

(11,354) 
658 

10,696 

-(20.8) 

-(2,988) 

** 

Percentage  Total 

99.9 

259,842 

100.1 

256,097 

-  1.4 

-  3,745 

All  parentheses  are  new  cateogires  of  Industry  for  the  1980  Census,  and  correspond  to 
kt      compatible  1970  categories. 

May  not  sum  to  exactly  100.0  percent  due  to  rounding, 
source:     1980  Census  of  Population  and  Housing,  STF3,  1970  Fifth  Count  Block 

Group /Enumeration  District  Tape  Data,  prepared  by  R.S.  O'Hara,  Jr.,  Boston 
Redevelopment  Authority  Research  Department. 
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Table  86 

MEANS  OF  TRANSPORTATION  TO  WORK  OF  WORKERS 
AGED  16  YEARS  AND  OLDER 


Planning  Districts 

Car,  Truck,  or  Van 

Public 

Walk 

Other 

Worked 

Drive 

Carpool 

Transporta- 

Only 

Means 

At 

Alone 

tion 

Home 

East  Boston 

4,507 

2,080 

4,866 

1,498 

77 

49 

Charlestown 

1,686 

713 

2,225 

1,096 

66 

69 

South  Boston 

3,687 

1 ,566 

4,374 

1,664 

133 

53 

Central 

1.973 

1,113 

2,486 

6  792 

169 

167 

Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill 

3,072 

1,009 

5,419 

7,991 

447 

602 

South  End 

2,593 

1,291 

3,923 

3,500 

232 

281 

Fenway — Kenmo re 

2,189 

788 

5.092 

6,080 

411 

183 

Alls ton-Brighton 

12,240 

4,558 

12,382 

3,772 

794 

378 

Jamaica  Plain 

5,720 

2.537 

5,717 

2,023 

290 

136 

Roxbury 

5,753 

3,194 

9  269 

1  686 

109 

193 

North  Dorchester 

3,052 

1,331 

3,611 

1,116 

85 

103 

South  Dorchester 

8,728 

4,141 

9,049 

1,549 

188 

139 

Mat tap an 

5,535 

2,638 

4,997 

498 

50 

83 

Roslindale 

6,118 

2,717 

4,226 

740 

83 

91 

West  Roxbury 

8,248 

2,518 

3,181 

756 

77 

94 

Hyde  Park 

7,305 

2,77b 

3,319 

528 

78 

75 

Planning  District 

82,406 

34,970 

84,136 

41,289 

3,289 

2,696 

Totals 

Harbor  Islands  & 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Crews  of  Vessels 

* 

City  Total 

83,123 

35,233 

84,211 

41,472 

3,322 

2,689 

* 

Planning  districts 

may  not 

sum  to  City 

total. 

Source:     Census  of  Population  and  Housing,  1980.     Summary  Tape  File  3. 

Prepared  by  R.S.  O'Hara,  Jr.,  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
Research  Department. 
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Table  87 

MEANS  OF  TRANSPORTATION  TO  WORK  OF  WORKERS 
AGED  16  YEARS  AND  OLDER 


Planning  Districts        Car,  Truck,  or  Van      Public  Walk         Other  Worked 

Drive           Carpool      Transporta-      Only         Means  At 
Alone    tion  Home 


1  ^  Q 

li  .j 

U .  0 

U  .  A 

Charlestown 

28.8 

12.2 

38.0 

18.7 

1.1 

1.2 

South  Boston 

32.1 

13.6 

38.1 

14.5 

1.2 

0.5 

oentrai 

C  Q 
O  .  O 

i  o  £ 

i  y .  o 

en  c 

J  j.  J 

1 . 3 

1  T 

Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill 

16.6 

5.4 

29.2 

43.1 

2.4 

3.2 

South  End 

21.9 

10.9 

33.2 

29.6 

2.0 

2.4 

Fenway-Kenmore 

14.8 

5.3 

34.5 

41.2 

2.8 

1.2 

Al 1 st on— Rri  chton 

35  9 

13  4 

JU.  J 

1  1  l 

•>  -a 

1  1 

Jamaica  Plain 

34.8 

15.4 

34.8 

12.3 

1.8 

0.8 

Roxbury 

28.5 

15.8 

45.9 

8.3 

0.5 

1.0 

North  Dorchester 

32.8 

14.3 

38.8 

12.0 

0.9 

1.1 

South  Dorchester 

36.7 

17.4 

38.0 

6.5 

0.8 

0.6 

Mattapan 

40.1 

19.1 

36.2 

3.6 

0.4 

0.6 

Roslindale 

43.8 

19.4 

30.2 

5.3 

0.6 

0.7 

West  Roxbury 

55.5 

16.9 

21.4 

5.1 

0.5 

0.6 

Hyde  Park 

51.9 

19.7 

23.6 

3.7 

0.6 

0.5 

Planning  District 

33.1 

14.1 

33.8 

16.6 

1.3 

1.1 

Totals 

* 

City  Total 

33.2 

14.1 

33.7 

16.6 

1.3 

1.1 

* 

Planning  districts 

may  not 

sum  to  exactly 

100.0 

percent  due  to 

rounding . 

Source:     Census  of  Population  and  Housing,  1980.     Summary  Tape  File  3. 

Prepared  by  R.S.  O'Hara,  Jr.,  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
Research  Department. 
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Income 

Income  may  be  measured  for  several  different  units  of  analysis: 
household,  family,  unrelated  individual,  and  per  capita.     "Family  income" 
includes  income  earned  by  all  family  members.     "Unrelated  individual  income" 
refers  to  the  income  earned  by  each  unrelated  individual  living  in  households 
or  non-institutional  group  quarters.     "Household  income"  refers  to  total  income 
of  all  members  of  each  household  taken  together,  whether  or  not  they  are 
related.     Each  of  these  measures  of  income  is  useful  for  different  purposes. 
Household  income  is  the  most  encompassing  measure  for  the  whole  population  and 
is  usually  used  to  get  a  broader  picture  of  income  trends.     Information  is 
presented  here  for  each  of  these  three  measures  of  income  in  1980  with 
comparisons  to  1970  data  where  possible.     The  Census  income  data  refer  to 
income  reported  for  the  year  before  the  Census,  i.e.,  1979  and  1969. 

Household  Income 

Tables  88  and  89  show  the  incpme  of  Boston's  219, 024  households  for  1979. 
The  citywide  median  household  income  was  $12,530,  two-thirds  of  the  Boston  SMSA 
household  median  of  $18,694.  Of  all  the  neighborhoods,  only  West  Roxbury,  at 
$18,645,  approximated  the  SMSA  median.  Hyde  Park  with  $17,030,  Back  Bay-Beacon 
Hill  with  $16,042,  Roslindale  with  $15,116,  and  Central  with  $14,906  were  close 
behind.  Fenway-Kenmore  and  Roxbury  had  the  lowest  median  household  incomes,  at 
$8,362  and  $9,392,  respectively. 

Table  89  also  shows  the  household  income  distribution  of  Boston  and  its 
neighborhoods.     For  the  city  as  a  whole,  20  percent  of  households  had  incomes 
under  $5,000,  another  20  percent  had  incomes  between  $5,000  and  $10,000,  some 
30  percent  had  incomes  between  $10,000  and  $20,000,  while  the  remaining  30 
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IV.  Income 
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lower  educational  attainment,  lesser  paying  occupations,  and  longer  term 
unemployment  than  Boston  averages  are  important  factors.  On 

the  other  hand,  nearly  10  percent  of  households  in  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill  and  7 
percent  of  those  in  Central  earned  $50,000  or  more.     This  is  due  to  higher 
levels  of  educational  attainment,  occupational  skills  and  two-worker  families 
in  these  neighborhoods. 

Income  of  Unrelated  Individuals 

Unrelated  individual  incomes  are  generally  lower  than  those  of  families 
and  households.     In  1979,  the  median  income  of  unrelated  individuals  was 
$5,877,  less  than  half  of  the  $12,530  household  median.     The  range  was  from 
$2,848  for  Fenway-Kenmore  to  $9,872  in  Central,  seen  in  Table  90.     The  very  low 
figure  for  Fenway-Kenmore  reflects  both  the  high  proportion  of  part-time 
employment  mentioned  earlier,  which  is  largely  attributable  to  students,  and 
the  inclusion  of  students  living  in  dormitories  among  unrelated  individuals. 
Table  91  shows  that  70  percent  of  Fenway-Kenmore  unrelated  individuals  had 
incomes  of  less  than  $5,000.     On  the  other  hand,  gentrif ication  has  brought 
sizeable  proportions  of  unrelated  individuals  with  incomes  of  $25,000  or  more 
to  some  neighborhoods.     The  proportions  are  12  percent  in  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill, 
10  percent  in  Central,  and  6  percent  in  South  End. 

Despite  the  very  low  figures  for  Fenway-Kenmore,  unrelated  individual 
income  for  Boston  rose  sharply  over  the  1970-1980  decade,  more  than  doubling 
from  the  1969  median  of  $2,818.     Yet  it  declined  from  94  percent  of  the  Boston 
SMSA  unrelated  individual  median  in  1969  to  82  percent  ($7,198)  in  1979. 
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percent  had  incomes  of  $20,000  or  more.     The  table  indicates  that  in  all  Boston 
neighborhoods,  over  10  percent  of  the  households  had  less  than 
$5,000  in  income.     Nevertheless,  the  proportion  of  households  with  income  less 
than  $5,000  ranged  from  nearly  one-third  in  Fenway-Kenmore ,  and  one-quarter  in 
East  Boston,  South  Boston,  Roxbury,  and  South  End,  to  just  over  10  percent  in 
West  Roxbury  and  Hyde  Park.     Similarly,  in  the  $5 ,000-$10 ,000  range,  West 
Roxbury  and  Hyde  Park  had  lower  proportions,  some  15  percent,  while  Roxbury  and 
Fenway-Kenmore  had  higher  proportions,  25  percent  or  more. 

While  there  was  not  much  variation  among  neighborhoods  in  the  proportions 
of  households  in  the  middle  income  groups  of  $10,000-$20,000,  differences 
between  neighborhoods  again  emerged  in  the  upper  income  groups.     The  differ- 
ences show  that,  as  might  be  expected,  Hyde  Park,  West  Roxbury  and  Roslindale 
had  over  30  percent  of  their  households  in  the  $20,000-$40,000  income  group. 
For  Fenway-Kenmore  and  Roxbury,  the  proportions  were  low,  at  11.5  percent  and 
14.3  percent,  respectively.     In  the  income  range  above  $40,000,  Back  Bay-Beacon 
Hill,  Central  and  West  Roxbury  had  the  highest  proportions  of  households.  What 
distinguished  high  median  income  neighborhoods  from  the  others  is  either  a  more 
substantial  proportion  of  households  in  the  middle  income  range  of  $20,000- 
49,999,  as  seen  for  suburbanlike  neighborhoods  in  the  southern  part  of  Boston, 
or  a  relatively  high  proportion  of  households  in  the  $40,000  or  more  income 
category,  as  seen  for  Central  and  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill. 

A  comparison  of  the  high  and  low  ends  of  the  income  spectrum  in  Table  89, 
reveals  that  nearly  one-third  of  Fenway-Kenmore  households  had  incomes  of  less 
than  $5,000,  reflecting  a  large  student  population.     About  one-quarter  of  South 
Boston,  Roxbury,  East  Boston  and  South  End  households  fell  in  this  lowest 
income  group  as  well.     In  these  neighborhoods,  lower  labor  force  participation, 
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low  income  elderly.     The  unemployment  levels,  occupational  structure,  and 
family  composition  cited  earlier  for  these  planning  districts  and  for  minority 
groups  were  important  contributors  to  low  income  levels. 

Comparison  with  the  1969  family  income  distribution  by  neighborhoods  in 
Tables  95  and  96  is  somewhat  difficult.     Nevertheless,  families  resident  in 
Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill  and  South  End  in  1980  were  better  off  on  average  than 
families  living  there  in  1970,  largely  due  to  gentrif ication.     The  income  dist- 
ributions of  families  in  other  neighborhoods  have  remained  relatively  the  same, 
with  some  gains  in  North  Dorchester  and  the  three  suburbanlike  areas  of 
Roslindale,  West  Roxbury  and  Hyde  Park,  when  compared  with  all  neighborhoods. 
Family  income  in  Jamaica  Plain  has  eroded,  as  has  that  of  families  in  Central 
except  in  the  highest  income  groups.     The  replacement  of  settled,  working  class 
families  by  non-English  speaking  immigrants  may  have  contributed  to  these 
declines . 

Family  Income  by  Race  and  Spanish  Origin 

Tables  97  to  104  present  information  on  the  distribution  of  family  incomes 
of  whites,  blacks,  Asian  and  Pacific  Islanders,  and  householders  of  Spanish 
origin  for  the  city  and  by  neighborhood.     Citywide,  the  differences  in  income 
among  those  groups  were  significant.     Whites  have  an  above  average  median 
family  income  of  $18,308,  while  other  groups  lagged  behind  the  Boston  median  of 
$16,062.     For  blacks,  the  median  family  income  was  $11,462.     The  median  for 
Asian  and  Pacific  Islander  families  was  $14,194,  while  that  for  hispanic 
families  was  only  $9,027.     As  expected  from  these  medians,  higher  proportions 
of  white  and  Asian  families  had  incomes  in  the  middle-  and  upper-income 
categories.     For  black  and  hispanic  families,  higher  proportions  fell  in  the 
lower  income  categories.     Indeed,  21  percent  of  black  families  and  28  percent 
of  hispanic  families  reported  incomes  of  less  than  $5,000. 
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Family  Income 

Median  family  income  increased  by  76  percent  in  Boston  between  1969  and 
1979  from  $9,133  to  $16,062.     However,  Boston  SMSA  median  family  income  doubl 
during  the  same  period  to  $22,848.     Table  92  shows  that  the  sharpest  rises  in' 
family  incomes  occurred  in  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill  and  the  South  End  with  125 
percent  and  138  percent  gains  respectively.     Families  in  Central  lagged  behin 
the  rest  of  Boston's  families  with  a  44  percent  gain  on  average.     Families  in 
Central  did  not  share  in  the  income  upgrading  evident  among  unrelated 
individuals  in  that  neighborhood.     Jamaica  Plain,  Roxbury,  East  Boston, 
Mattapan  and  South  Dorchester  also  had  lower  gains  in  median  family  income  th; 
the  Boston  average. 

Tables  93  and  94,  which  show  the  income  distribution  of  families,  indicat 
that  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill  had  by  far  the  highest  median  family  income,  $32,686 
This  was  due  to  small  proportions  of  families  in  the  low  income  groups  and  hig 
proportions  in  the  middle  and  upper  income  categories,  capped  with  31  percent 
of  families  earning  $50,000  or  more.     Many  of  these  high  income  families  were 
young  professional  couples  with  two  wage  earners.     Central  showed  somewhat  the 
same  distribution  but  to  a  much  lesser  extent.     The  other  neighborhoods  with 
incomes  notably  above  the  average  were  West  Roxbury,  Hyde  Park,  and  Roslindale 
which  had  higher  proportions  of  families  in  the  $15,000  to  $40,000  range. 

Among  neighborhoods  with  low  median  family  income  in  1979,  Roxbury  had  thi 
lowest,  $10,773.     Other  neighborhoods  with  median  family  incomes  under  $15,000 
included  Fenway-Kenmore ,  Jamaica  Plain,  East  Boston,  South  End,  Mattapan,  and 
North  Dorchester.     In  these  areas,  one-third  or  more  of  the  families  had 
incomes  of  less  than  $10,000,  with  Roxbury  having  47  percent  of  its  families  i 
this  group.     Many  of  these  areas  were  characterized  by  high  or  growing 
proportions  of  minority  families.     Fenway-Kenmore  also  housed  many  young  peopl 
just  starting  out  whose  incomes  were  low.     East  Boston  had  a  high  proportion  o 


148 


with  children.     The  highest  proportion  of  families  in  poverty  was  found  in 
Roxbury  (30  percent),  North  Dorchester  (24  percent),  and  Jamaica  Plain  (22 
percent).     As  expected  from  family  income  statistics,  West  Roxbury,  Back 
Bay-Beacon  Hill,  and  Hyde  Park  had  the  lowest  proportions  of  families  in 
poverty. 

The  highest  proportions  of  unrelated  individuals  in  poverty  were  found  in 
Fenway-Kenmore  (41  percent)  and  Allston-Brighton  (32  percent) ,  reflecting  large 
student  population  living  in  and  outside  of  dormitories.     Other  neighborhoods 
with  high  proportions  of  unrelated  individuals  in  poverty  were  Roxbury,  with  30 
percent,  and  Jamaica  Plain,  North  and  South  Dorchester  and  Mattapan,  with  25-26 
percent . 

Tables  107  to  109  provide  information  on  the  proportion  of  persons  in 
various  groups  whose  family  or  individual  incomes  fell  below  the  poverty 
threshold.     In  1979,  20  percent  of  Boston  residents  lived  in  poverty,  an 
increase  from  16  percent  in  1969.     While  a  lack  of  comparative  statistics  for 
1969  prevent  analysis  of  which  groups  have  experienced  increases  in  poverty 
levels,  Tables  107  and  109  indicate  poverty  levels  for  total,  white,  black,  and 
hispanic  populations  in  1979. 

In  two  neighborhoods  significantly  higher  proportions  of  residents  were  in 
poverty  than  the  citywide  average:     Fenway-Kenmore  (35  percent)  and  Roxbury  (32 
percent).     Other  areas  above  the  Boston  average  included  Mattapan,  Jamaica 
Plain,  South  End,  Allston-Brighton,  and  North  Dorchester.     Again,  students  and 
minorities  made  up  a  high  proportion  of  the  residents  of  these  areas.  West 
Roxbury  and  Hyde  Park  had  extremely  low  proportions  living  in  poverty. 

A  smaller  proportion,  some  16  percent,  of  white  residents  had  incomes 
below  the  poverty  level  in  1980.     The  high  proportions  among  whites  in 
Fenway-Kenmore  (35  percent)  and  Allston-Brighton  (22  percent)  reflect  large 
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This  overall  disparity  in  the  income  distributions  of  racial  and  hispani 
groups  was  maintained  throughout  the  neighborhoods  with  several  exceptions. 
Incomes  for  black  families  were  lower  than  expected  in  East  Boston,  South  End 
and  Roslindale,  but  higher  than  expected  in  West  Roxbury.     Asian  family  incomi 
were  relatively  low  in  Central,  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill,  and  Mattapan,  but 
relatively  high  in  Charlestown  and  Fenway-Kenmore.     Incomes  of  hispanic 
families  were  especially  lower  in  Roxbury,  South  End,  South  Boston,  and 
Mattapan,  but  higher  in  Charlestown,  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill,  Roslindale,  West 
Roxbury,  and  Hyde  Park.     The  incomes  of  white  families  were  lowest  in  Roxbury 
and  Fenway-Kenmore.     It  should  be  noted  that  because  of  small  groups  of 
minority  population  in  some  neighborhoods  the  income  data  may  have  been 
partially  suppressed.     Therefore,  these  income  statistics  should  be  used  with 
some  caution. 

Poverty 

Poverty  status  is  determined  for  families,  unrelated  individuals,  and 
persons  according  to  whether  or  not  incomes  for  1979  fell  below  poverty 
thresholds  calculated  on  the  basis  of  the  number  and  ages  of  household/family 
members.     Tables  105  and  106  show  that  Boston  had  mixed  reviews  with  regard  to 
poverty.     The  proportion  of  families  in  poverty  increased  from  11.3  percent  in 
1969  to  16.7  percent  in  1979.     However,  the  proportion  of  unrelated  individual 
in  poverty  declined  from  30.7  percent  to  26.5  percent  in  1979. 

At  the  neighborhood  level,  above  average  proportions  of  families  in 
poverty  in  1979  were  closely  related  to  low  family  incomes  and  to  a  high 
proportion  of  female  headed  households  with  children  examined  earlier. 
Neighborhoods  where  all  three  indicators  were  high  included  Roxbury,  North 
Dorchester,  Jamaica  Plain,  South  End,  and  Mattapan.     In  addition,  South  Boston 
had  above  average  incidence  of  family  poverty  and  of  female-headed  families 
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several  kinds  of  income,  for  instance,  earnings  and  Social  Security.     While  the 
tables  do  not  identify  how  many  households  have  specific  combinations  of  types 
of  income,  they  do  indicate  the  relative  dependence  of  households  on  various 
sources  of  income  in  1980. 

Three-fourths  of  Boston  households  had  earnings  from  wages,  salaries,  or 
self  employment.     Over  one-third  had  income  from  interest,  dividends,  and 
rents.     About  one-quarter  received  Social  Security  income.     Some  15  percent 
received  public  assistance,  and  20  percent  had  income  from  other  sources. 

There  was  considerable  variability  in  the  sources  of  household  income  by 
planning  district.     Over  80  percent  of  Central,  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill  and  Hyde 
Park  households  had  earnings  income.     The  proportion  fell  to  about  two-thirds 
for  East  Boston,  South  Boston  and  South  End.     Two-thirds  or  more  of  households 
in  East  Boston,  South  Boston,  Roslindale  and  West  Roxbury,  planning  districts 
with  high  proportions  of  elderly,  had  income  from  Social  Security.  Thirty-five 
percent  of  Roxbury  households  received  income  from  public  assistance;  Mattapan, 
North  Dorchester  and  South  Dorchester  were  also  well  above  the  Boston  average. 
This  is  probably  related  to  the  higher  proportions  of  single  mothers  in  these 
areas.     In  general,  median  household  income  was  higher  for  a  neighborhood  with 
a  higher  proportion  of  households  receiving  interest,  dividend  and  rental 
income  and  lower  proportions  receiving  Social  Security  and  public  assistance. 


I 

student  populations,  while  those  in  South  Boston  and  Roxbury  (24  percent  eac 
indicate  more  systemic  poverty. 

Twenty-nine  percent  of  Boston's  black  population  was  in  poverty,  a 
considerably  higher  proportion  than  the  Boston  average  and  slightly  higher  t 
the  1969  proportion  of  28  percent.     The  proportions  hovered  close  to  40  perc( 
in  East  Boston,  Fenway-Kenmore ,  and  Roslindale,  and  close  to  one-third  in 
Jamaica  Plain  and  North  Dorchester.     Significantly  lower  proportions  were  fou 
in  West  Roxbury  and  Hyde  Park. 

Poverty  has  been  pervasive  among  Boston's  hispanic  population.  Forty-tv 
percent  lived  in  poverty  in  1979,  compared  to  34  percent  in  1969.  The  propor 
tions  of  persons  in  poverty  were  highest  in  planning  districts  with  large  con 
centrations  of  hispanics:  Roxbury  (52  percent),  North  Dorchester  (50  percent 
South  Dorchester  (46  percent),  and  Jamaica  Plain  (42  percent).  However,  sine 
poverty  status  was  determined  for  only  65  percent  of  Boston's  hispanics,  thes 
numbers  should  be  used  with  caution. 

Table  109  indicates  the  extent  of  poverty  among  the  elderly.     Some  13 
percent  of  Boston's  elderly  have  incomes  below  the  poverty  level,  compared  to 
15  percent  in  1969.     Planning  districts  with  unusually  high  proportions  of 
elderly  in  poverty  included  South  End  (24  percent),  Central  (20  percent), 
Roxbury  (19  percent),  and  South  Boston  (17  percent).     However,  in  most 
neighborhoods  the  extent  of  poverty  among  the  elderly  was  lower  than  that  amor 
the  population  of  all  ages,  probably  because  of  indexed  Social  Security. 
Indeed,  poverty  is  increasingly  found  among  minorities  and  families  rather  thi 
among  the  elderly. 


Type  of  Income 

Tables  110  and  111  indicate  the  number  and  proportion  of  households  in 
planning  districts  that  receive  income  of  various  types.     Many  households  havt 
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Table  92 

MEDIAN  FAMILY  INCOME,  BY  PLANNING  DISTRICT, 
1979  AND  1969 

Percent  Change, 


Planning  District 

1979 

1969 

1969  to  1979 

East  Boston 

$14,459 

$8,620 

67.72 

Charlestown 

16,938 

8,827 

91.9 

South  Boston 

15 ,318 

8,704 

76.0 

Central 

17,891 

12,422 

44.0 

Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill 

32,686 

14,534 

124.9 

South  End 

14,571 

6,122 

138.0 

Fenvay-Kenmore 

13,412 

7,232 

85.5 

ill                                            »    _  1  - 

Alls ton-Bright on 

16,921 

9,626 

75.8 

Jamaica  Plain 

14,122 

8,907 

58.5 

Roxbury 

10,773 

6,582 

63.7 

North  Dorchester 

14,939 

8,513 

75.5 

South  Dorchester 

16,601 

9,739 

70.5 

Mattapan 

14,561 

8,573 

69.8 

Roslindale 

18,760 

10,539 

78.0 

West  Roxbury 

23,451 

12,285 

90.9 

Hyde  Park 

20,113 

10,693 

88.1 

Boston  Total 

16,062 

9,133 

75.9 

Source:    U.S.  Census  of  Population  and  Housing,  1980:     Summary  Tape 
File  3. 

U.S.  Census  of  Population  and  Housing,  1970. 

Prepared  by  S.  Jaster,  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  Research 
Department. 
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Table  92 

MEDIAN  FAMILY  INCOME,  BY  PLANNING  DISTRICT, 
1979  AND  1969 

Percent  Change, 


Planning  District 

1979 

1969 

1969  to  1979 

East  Boston 

$14,459 

$8,620 

67. 

11 

Charlestovn 

16,938 

8,827 

91. 

9 

South  Boston 

15,318 

8,704 

76. 

.0 

Central 

17,891 

12,422 

44. 

0 

Back.  Bay-Beacon  Hill 

32,686 

14,534 

124. 

9 

South  End 

14,571 

6,122 

138. 

0 

Fenway-Kenmore 

13,412 

7,232 

85. 

5 

Alls ton-Brighton 

16,921 

9,626 

75 

.8 

Jamaica  Plain 

14,122 

8,907 

58 

.5 

Roxbury 

10,773 

6,582 

63 

.7 

North  Dorchester 

14,939 

8,513 

75 

.5 

South  Dorchester 

16,601 

9,739 

70 

.5 

Mat tap an 

14,561 

8,573 

69 

.8 

Roslindale 

18,760 

10,539 

78. 

0 

West  Roxbury 

23,451 

12,285 

90. 

9 

Hyde  Park 

20,113 

10,693 

88. 

1 

Boston  Total 

16,062 

9,133 

75. 

9 

Source:     U.S.  Census  of  Population  and  Housing,  1980:     Summary  Tape 
File  3. 

U.S.  Census  of  Population  and  Housing,  1970. 

Prepared  by  S.  Jaster,  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  Research 
Department. 
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Table  105 

?TOIY  STATUS  IS  1979,  BY  NEIGHBORHOOD 


Planning  District 


Ease  Boston 
Charlestovn 
South  Boston 
Central 

Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill 
South  End 
Fenvay-Kenmore 
Allscon-Brighton 
Jamaica  Plain 
Roxbury 

North  Dorchester 
South  Dorchester 
Man tap an 
Roslindale 
West  Roxbury 
Hyde  Park 

Planning  District 
Totals 

Harbor  Islands  & 
Crews  of  Vessels 

City  Totals* 


Families 
In 

Poverty 

1,291 
503 
1,429 
429 
185 
769 
332 
1,318 
1,814 
4,382 
1,021 
2,398 
2,050 
891 
281 
587 

19,680 


Percent 
Of  Total 
Families 

15.1 

16.1 

19.5 

10.5 
5.6 

19.6 

16.5 
12.6 
22.3 
30.2 
18.1 
17.0 
24.4 
10.9 

3.4 

7.5 

16.7 


19,679 


16.7 


Unrelated 
Individuals 
In  Poverty 

1 ,147 
501 
1,396 
1,790 
3,930 
2,536 
5,605 
9,109 
2,548 
2,795 
967 
2,043 
1,143 
914 
702 
.  582 

37,708 
14 

37,725 


Percent  of  Toti 

Unrelated 

Individuals 

23.1 

19.7 

22.6 

19.7 

21.6 

23.6 

40.7 

32.0 

25.9 

29.7 

26.3 

25.0 

25.3 

19.6 

14.9 

17.3 

26.5 
51.9 
26.5 


Planning  districts  may  not  sum  co  City  total. 

Source:     19S0  Census^  Tape  3.     Prepare*  , 

«um.  -r..  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  Research  Department 
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Table  106 

POVERTY  IN  BOSTON,  1970 

Number  of  Families  and  Unrelated  Individuals  with  Incomes 
Below  Poverty  Guidelines,  Adjusted  for  Family  Size 

Individuals  with  Incomes 
Families  Less  than  $1.999 


cast  boston 

1  lOQ 
1,000 

Char  1 es town 

A  OA 

681 

boutn  boston 

ltZ3U 

1  QIC 

1,939 

Central 

409 

1,810 

Back  Bay/Beacon  Hill 

173 

7,824 

boutn  tno 

yoo 

3,431) 

C  §m  gat-jail  *  /Ir  j>  hwa  w  n 

p  e  nway  /  ^e  nmo  re 

13  ,00/ 

Allston/Brighton 

932 

7,292 

Jamaica  Plain/Parker  Hill 

1,499 

3,850 

Washington  Park 

906 

711 

Campus  High 

148 

128 

Model  Cities 

2,610 

1,851 

Dorchester,  No. 

1,204 

994 

Dorchester,  So. 

1,753 

1,811 

Mattapan 

853 

1,346 

Roslindale 

540 

760 

West  Roxbury 

290 

584 

Hyde  Park 

479 

723 

BOSTON 

15,984 

51,045 

Percent  of  All 

11.3% 

39.2% 

Source:    U.S.  Dept.  of  Commerce,  Bureau  of  Census,  1970 

Census  of  Population  and  Housing,  fourth  count  summary  tape. 
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Table  109 


POVERTY  STATUS  OF  PERSONS  AGED  65  AND  OVER 
IN  1979,  BY  PLANNING  DISTRICT 


Planning 

1979  Income 

Total 

Percent 

Districts 

Below 

Elderly 

Elderly 

Poverty 

Reported 

Poverty 

East  Boston 

620 

4,879 

12.7 

Charlestown 

192 

1,659 

11.6 

South  Boston 

780 

4,530 

17.2 

Central 

642 

3,172 

20.2 

Back  Bay- 

260 

2,525 

10.3 

Beacon  Hill 

South  End 

628 

2,578 

24.4 

Fenway-Kenmore 

257 

1,952 

13.2 

Al 1 st on— Briehton 

1 ,080 

7.732 

/    »  /  mJ  mm 

14.0 

Jamaica  Plain 

476 

4,336 

11.0 

Roxbury 

786 

4,162 

18.9 

North  Dorchester 

292 

mm  7  mm 

1 1  1 

South  Dorchester 

818 

6,833 

12.0 

Mattapan 

269 

1,717 

13.5 

UU  O  .1  lllUol  C 

478 

J   >    i-  i-  D 

Q 

j  •  j 

West  Roxbury 

400 

6,418 

6.2 

Hyde  Park 

330 

3,841 

8.6 

Planning  District 

8,308 

64,091 

12.9 

Total 

Harbor  Islands  & 

7 

Crews  of  Vessels 

City  Total 

8,315 

64,367 

12.9 

Planning  Districts  may  not  sum  to  City  Total. 

Source:     U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Census  of  Population  and  Housing, 
1980,  Neighborhood  Statistics,  P-44  Boston,  Mass. 

Note:     The  statistics  presented  here  describe  the  poverty  status  of  some 
90  percent  of  persons  aged  65  years  and  over. 


J71 
Table  108 


POVERTY 

STATUS  OF 

PERSONS  OF  SPANISH 

ORIGIN, 

IN  1979,  BY 

PLANNING  DISTRICT 

Planning 

Income 

Income 

Percent  with 

Districts 

Above 

Below 

Income 

Poverty 

Poverty 

Below  Poverty 

East  Boston 

727 

257 

26.1 

Charles  town 

138 

6 

4.3 

South  Boston 

44 

32 

42.1 

Central 

294 

153 

34.2 

Back  Bay- 

490 

283 

36.6 

Beacon  Hill 

South  End 

2,047 

1,257 

38.0 

Fenway-Kentnore 

619 

266 

30.1 

Al  1 ston-Brighton 

1,736 

1,091 

38.6 

Jamaica  Plain 

4,522 

3,289 

42.1 

Roxbury 

3,656 

3,979 

52. 1 

North  Dorchester 

1,425 

1,409 

49.7 

South  Dorchester 

1,982 

1,701 

46.2 

Mat  tap an 

1 ,228 

689- 

35.9 

Rosllndale 

791 

251 

24.1 

West  Roxbury 

395 

19 

4.6 

Hyde  Park 

390 

144 

27.0 

Planning  District 

20,484 

14,826 

42.0 

Total 

* 

City  Total 

20,571 

14,813 

41.9 

Planning  Districts  may  not  sum  to  City  Total. 

Source:     U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Census  of  Population  and  Housing, 
1980,  Neighborhood  Statistics,  P-44,  Boston,  Mass. 

Note:     The  statistics  presented  here  describe  the  poverty  status  of  some 
65  percent  of  the  hispanic  population. 
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Housing 

The  total  number  of  housing  units  in  Boston  increased  by  about  4  percent 
between  1970  and  1980.     Large  increases  occurred  in  Charlestown,  Central,  Back 
Bay-Beacon  Hill,  South  End,  Allston-Brighton,  and  West  Roxbury.     These  planning 
districts  have  experienced  general  upgrading  as  residental  areas,  indicated  by 
new  construction,  conversion  of  apartments  to  condominiums,  and  conversion  of 
nonresidental  structures  into  housing.     Table  112  reflects  the  net  change  in 
each  neighborhood  resulting  from  both  these  additions  to  the  housing  stock  and 
losses  from  demolitions  and  conversions  of  residential  properties  to  non- 
residential use.     Mattapan,  Roxbury,  South  Dorchester,  and  Fenway-Kenmore  had 
the  largest  losses  in  housing  units. 

Number  of  Housing  Units  in  Structure 

Underlying  this  increase  to  241,343  housing  units  in  1980  from  232,407  in 
1970  were  increases  in  the  number  of  single-family  homes  and  structures  with  5 
or  more  units.  The  number  of  housing  units  in  2  to  4  unit  structures  declined 
during  the  decade,  as  seen  by  comparing  Tables  113  and  115. 

Single  family  homes  increased  by  almost  10  percent  to  37,746  in  1980.  The 
largest  increases  occurred  in  West  Roxbury,  Allston-Brighton,  Hyde  Park, 
Mattapan,  South  Dorchester  and  Roxbury.     The  number  of  single  dwellings 
increased  by  35  percent  in  Allston-Brighton,  22  percent  in  Mattapan,   18  percent 
in  Roxbury  and  17  percent  in  West  Roxbury.     In  1980,  the  largest  number  of 
single  family  dwellings  were  in  West  Roxbury,  Hyde  Park,  South  Dorchester  and 
Roslindale,  which  together  contained  54  percent  of  the  single  housing  units. 

While  Boston  as  a  whole  lost  5  percent  of  its  housing  units  in  two-unit 
structures,  the  pattern  was  uneven  through  the  neighborhoods.  Several 
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V.  Housing 
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Fenway-Kenmore ,  85  percent  in  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill,  77  percent  in  Central  and 
62  percent  in  Allston-Brighton .     For  other  neighborhoods,  much  of  the  housing 
was  in  buildings  with  3-4  units  and  5  units  or  more.     These  neighborhoods 
included  South  Boston,  South  End,  Jamaica  Plain,  Roxbury  and  North  Dorchester. 
In  East  Boston,  3-4-unit  structures  predominated.     Single-family  homes  were 
dominant  in  West  Roxbury  and  Hyde  Park.     The  remaining  neighborhoods  of 
Charlestown,  South  Dorchester,  Mattapan  and  Roslindale,  had  a  mixture  of 
housing  types. 

Vacancy  Rates  and  Households 

The  number  of  households,  i.e.,  occupied  housing  units,  remained  stable  in 
the  City  of  Boston  with  217,622  in  1980  compared  to  217, 457  in  1970.     Table  116 
indicates  that  net  increases  in  households  were  highest  in  South  End  (34 
percent),  Allston-Brighton  (28  percent)  and  Central  (23  percent).  Sizeable 
increases  in  the  number  of  households  also  took  place  in  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill 
(14  percent),  West  Roxbury  (10  percent),  and  Charlestown  (9  percent).     On  the 
other  hand,  the  number  of  households  declined  by  over  15  percent  in  Mattapan 
and  North  Dorchester  and  by  close  to  10  percent  in  South  Dorchester,  Roxbury, 
and  Jamaica  Plain. 

These  changes  in  numbers  of  households  were  due  to  two  factors,  seen  in 
Tables  117,  118,  and  119.     The  first  was  the  change  in  the  number  of  housing 
units.     The  second  was  the  vacancy  rates  for  these  housing  units.     Among  those 
planning  districts  with  substantial  increases  in  households,  all  had 
substantial  increases  in  housing  units  and  only  Charlestown  had  a  sub- 
stantial increase  in  vacancies.     Among  planning  districts  with  noteworthy 
losses  in  households,  all  except  Jamaica  Plain  had  lost  units  and  increased 
their  vacancies  from  1970. 
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neighborhoods  gained  housing  in  two-unit  structures.     South  End  and  Beacon  Hi 

1  i 

more  than  doubled  their  small  numbers  of  this  type  of  housing  while 
Charlestown,  East  Boston  and  Central  had  small  increases.     This  trend  was  mos- 
likely  due  to  rehabilitation  and  conversion  of  older  structures.    The  decline 
in  the  number  of  residences  in  two-unit  structures  prevailed  in  the  other 
neighborhoods,  with  substantial  losses  in  South  Dorchester,  Mattapan,  Hyde 
Park,  Roslindale,  West  Roxbury  and  South  Boston. 

The  pattern  of  loss  of  housing  units  in  3-4  unit  structures  was  also 
uneven.  Boston  lost  7  percent  of  its  units  in  this  housing  type.  Heavy  loss* 
occurred  in  Mattapan,  (23  percent)  Roxbury,  (14  percent)  South  Dorchester, 
(11  percent),  Jamaica  Plain  (11  percent)  and  North  Dorchester  (10  percent).  C 
the  other  hand,  Back  Bay  and  South  End  gained  housing  in  3-4  unit  structures. 
Nonetheless,  the  overall  loss  in  Boston  indicates  the  decline  of  a  historicall 
important  source  of  housing  in  the  city. 

The  gain  in  housing  in  buildings  with  5  or  more  units  was  pervasive 
throughout  the  neighborhoods.     Only  Mattapan  and  Hyde  Park  lost  rather  than 
gained  dwellings  in  larger  structures.     Central  and  Allston-Brighton  gained 
more  than  3,500  units  in  this  category,  while  Roxbury,  West  Roxbury  and  Fenway 
Kenmore  gained  1,000  units  or  more.     The  number  of  units  in  larger  structures 
increased  by  nearly  two-thirds  in  Central  and  West  Roxbury,  by  over  one-third 
in  East  Boston,  and  by  nearly  one-quarter  in  Allston-Brighton,  Charlestown  and 
Roslindale . 

In  1980,  43  percent  of  Boston's  housing  units  were  in  structures  with  5  o: 
more  units.     Some  27  percent  were  in  3-4  unit  buildings,  and  15  percent  were  ii 
single  and  duplex  buildings.     Therefore,  units  in  larger  buildings  were  the 
largest  source  of  housing  in  the  city. 

Buildings  with  5  or  more  housing  units  were  the  predominant  housing  sourc< 
in  a  number  of  neighborhoods.     They  yielded  93  percent  of  the  housing  in 
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probably  awaiting  repairs.     Other  neighborhoods  with  long-term  vacancies  of 
5  percent  or  more  included  Charlestown,  South  End,  Jamaica  Plain  and  Roxbury. 

Tenure 

Tables  118  and  119  indicate  that  owners  lived  in  some  27  percent  of 
Boston's  occupied  housing  units  in  both  1970  and  1980.     Seventy-three  percent 
of  households  were  occupied  by  renters.    The  planning  districts  with  the 
highest  proportions  of  rental  households  continued  to  be  Fenway-Kenmore , 
Central,  South  End,  Allston-Brighton,  and  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill.     Those  with  the 
lowest  proportions  continued  to  be  West  Roxbury,  Hyde  Park,  and  Roslindale 
where  the  proportion  of  single-family  homes  was  high. 

Nevertheless,  this  stability  belied  change  in  several  neighborhoods.  The 
proportion  of  rental  units  declined  in  Central,  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill,  and  South 
End  largely  due  to  condominium  conversions  of  units.     Likewise  the  proportion 
of  rental  units  declined  in  Jamaica  Plain,  Roxbury,  North  Dorchester  and 
Mattapan.     While  some  of  this  change  in  Jamaica  Plain  is  due  to  conversions, 
most  of  the  increase  in  the  proportion  of  owner-occupied  units  in  these  areas 
was  due  to  the  loss  of  occupied  units.     Substantial  increases  in  the  proportion 
of  rental  units  in  West  Roxbury  and  Allston-Brighton  were  attributable  to 
increases  in  housing  units. 

Household  Size 

Household  size,  i.e.,  the  number  of  persons  living  in  an  occupied  housing 
unit,  declined  substantially  in  the  1970s,  in  Boston  and  nationwide.     In  1980, 
Boston's  mean  household  size  was  2.40  persons,  a  decline  from  2.76  per  unit  in 
1970.     While  single  person  households  increased  substantially,  those  with  three 
or  more  persons  declined.     As  Tables  122  and  123  show,  the  larger  the  average 
household  size  in  1970,  the  larger  the  decline  for  that  neighborhood  between 
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In  1970,  the  vacancy  rate  for  Boston  stood  at  6.4  percent.     The  planning 
districts  with  the  highest  vacancy  rates  were  South  End  (16  percent),  Roxbury 
(12  percent)  and  Central  (10  percent).     By  1980,  vacancy  rates  had  risen  to  10 
percent  or  higher  in  a  majority  of  Boston's  planning  districts.  These 
neighborhoods  included  North  Dorchester,  Jamaica  Plain,  Charlestown,  Roxbury, 
South  End,  Mattapan,  East  Boston,  and  South  Boston.     They  all  exceeded  the 
city-wide  vacancy  rate  of  9.5  percent. 

In  1980,  the  U.S.  Census  Bureau  provided  more  detailed  information  about 
vacancies  than  had  been  available  in  1970.     Table  117  shows  all  vacant  units 
and  the  two  components  of  this  measure,  vacant  units  not  boarded-up  and 
boarded-up  units,  for  each  planning  district.     Adjustment  of  the  vacancy  rate 
to  exclude  boarded-up  units  lowers  vacancies  to  7.5  percent  of  Boston's  housing 
stock.     The  sharpest  decreases  in  vacancy  rates  occurred  in  planning  districts 
where  there  were  large  blocks  of  boarded-up  public  housing  units  such  as  North 
Dorchester,  Charlestown,  Roxbury  and  Jamaica  Plain.     In  these  planning 
districts,  boarded-up  units,  comprise  52  percent,  52  percent,  28  percent,  and 
25  percent,  respectively  of  all  vacancies.     This  loss  due  to  boarded-up  units 
is  now  being  addressed  by  the  Boston  Housing  Authority,  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority,  and  U.S.  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development. 

Tables  120  and  121  indicate  the  number  and  proportion  of  long-term  and 
short-term  vacancies.     In  general,  in  neighborhoods  with  high  vacancy  rates, 
the  proportion  of  long-term  vacancies  was  higher,  and  was  a  higher  proportion 

! 

of  all  vacancies.     For  instance,  in  North  Dorchester,  the  vacant-f or-rent  units 
comprised  13.1  percent  of  the  year-round  housing  stock,  while  those  available 
for  rental  for  two  or  more  months  were  12.4  percent  of  the  total.     Most  of  the 
vacant-f or-sale  units  had  been  available  for  6  months  or  more.     And  another 
3.8  percent  of  the  stock  was  in  the  "other  vacant"  category,  much  of  it 
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Rents  were  stable  or  declined  in  other  Boston  neighborhoods.     In  areas 
like  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill  and  Allston-Brighton ,  small  declines  may  have 
resulted  from  the  removal  of  rental  units  for  condominium  conversion. 

Contract  Rent 

The  distribution  of  contract  rents  for  neighborhoods,  shown  in  Tables  126 
and  127,  provides  more  complete  information  than  the  medians  do.     The  largest 
proportions  of  rental  units  with  contract  rents  of  less  than  $100  were  found  in 
South  Boston,  Charlestown,  East  Boston,  Roxbury  and  South  End.     The  proportions 
ranged  from  33  to  22  percent.     Close  behind  were  Jamaica  Plain  and  North 
Dorchester.     In  addition,  another  57  percent  of  North  Dorchester  units  rented 
for  between  $100  and  $159. 

Areas  with  high  contract  rents  included  Central  and  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill 
where  27  and  21  percent  of  units,  respectively,  rented  for  $400  or  more  per 
month.     In  addition,  about  two-thirds  of  the  units  in  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill, 
West  Roxbury  and  Allston-Brighton  commanded  a  contract  rent  of  $200-$400  per 
month  as  did  over  half  of  Fenway-Kenmore  apartments. 

Race  and  Hispanic  Origin  of  Households 

Some  74  percent  of  Boston  households  were  headed  by  white  persons,  and 
another  20  percent  by  blacks.     Other  racial  groups  occupied  the  remaining  6 
percent  of  city  households.     Additionally,  Table  128  shows  that  5  percent  of 
Boston  households  were  headed  by  hispanics.     Whites  predominated  in  all  areas 
except  Roxbury  and  Mattapan  where  blacks  constituted  80  percent  of 
householders.     Blacks  also  made  up  24  percent  of  the  householders  in  South 
Dorchester  and  18  percent  of  those  in  Jamaica  Plain.     Householders  of  other 
racial  groups  headed  10  percent  or  more  of  all  households  in  Central,  South 
End,  Jamaica  Plain,  Roxbury  and  North  Dorchester.     In  Central  and  South  End, 
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1970  and  1980.     The  smallest  average  household  sizes  were  found  in  Back 
Bay-Beacon  Hill  and  Fenway-Kenmore ,  while  the  largest  were  in  Mattapan,  North 
and  South  Dorchester,  Roslindale,  and  Hyde  Park. 

The  median  number  of  persons  per  occupied  unit  is  even  lower,  1.95  persoi 
city-wide  in  1980.     This  is  not  surprising  given  that  37  percent  of  Boston's 
households  contained  only  one  person  in  1980,  as  seen  in  the  section  about 
Household  Composition.    This  is  an  increase  from  29  percent  in  1970. 

Median  Value  of  Owner-Occupied  Non-Condominium  Units 

Table  124  shows  the  median  value  of  owner-occupied  non-condominium  units 
declined  by  5  percent  when  measured  in  constant  1980  dollars.     The  value  was 
$36,089  in  1980  compared  to  an  estimated  $38,133  in  1970,  adjusted  for 
inflation.     North  Dorchester,  South  Dorchester,  Mattapan  and  Hyde  Park  had 
larger  than  average  declines  in  owner-occupied  housing  values.     On  the  other 
hand,  inflation  adjusted  housing  values  leapt  upward  in  South  End  (74  percent) 
Fenway-Kenmore  (58  percent)  and  Charlestown  (53  percent)  where  gentrif ication 
was  taking  place.     Substantial  but  less  dramatic  increases  in  owner-occupied 
housing  values  also  occurred  in  South  Boston  and  Central  (20  percent).  Smallei 
increases  in  real  value  occurred  in  other  planning  districts. 

Median  Contract  Rent 

Between  1970  and  1980,  median  contract  rent  in  Boston  was  essentially 
stable,  rising  by  only  one-half  a  percent  from  $191  to  $192.     Table  125  shows 
comparative  figures  adjusted  for  inflation  to  constant  1980  dollars  for 
Boston's  planning  districts.     Large  increases  in  contract  rents  (about  28 
percent)  occurred  in  South  End  and  Central,  with  smaller  increases  occurring 
in  Charlestown  (12  percent)  and  Fenway-Kenmore  (2  percent). 
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their  own  plumbing  facilities.     The  only  neighborhood  to  be  largely  different 
is  the  South  End  where  20  percent  of  households  lacked  separate  plumbing 
facilities,  and  a  large  proportion  of  them  were  black  households.     Table  132 
shows  that  of  the  9,089  overcrowded  (1.01  persons  or  more  per  room)  housing 
units  in  Boston,  3,191,  or  35  percent,  were  occupied  by  black  households  and 
1,592,  or  18  percent,  by  hispanic  households.    The  largest  enclaves  of 
overcrowded  housing  were  found  in  Roxbury,  followed  by  South  Dorchester, 
Allston-Brighton,  South  End,  Jamaica  Plain  and  Mattapan. 

Table  133  indicates  the  proportion  of  households  that  were  overcrowded. 
For  Boston  as  a  whole,  4  percent  of  the  total  households  were  overcrowded  whil 
nearly  8  percent  of  black  and  16  percent  of  hispanic  households  were 
overcrowded.     Black  households  were  nearly  twice  as  likely  and  hispanic  house- 
holds three-and-a-half  times  more  likely  to  exist  in  overcrowded  conditions  as 
the  average  Boston  household.     Overcrowding  was  especially  severe  for  hispanic 
households  in  North  Dorchester  (25  percent),  Roxbury  (21  percent),  South  End 
(20  percent),  South  Dorchester  (17  percent)  and  Mattapan  (17  percent).  Above 
average  overcrowding  existed  among  black  households  in  North  Dorchester 
(14  percent),  Jamaica  Plain  (10  percent),  and  South  Dorchester  (9  percent). 

Gross  Rent 

Gross  rent  is  often  used  as  a  comparative  measure  of  rental  housing  costs 
It  includes  contract  rent  and  heat  and  utilities,  if  they  are  paid  separately. 
Tables  134  and  135  shows  the  number  of  households  in  Boston  and  the  planning 
districts  that  pay  varying  amounts  of  gross  rent.     Some  58,000  of  the  156,899 
total  households  paid  $200-$299  monthly  gross  rent  in  1980.  Thirty-seven 
percent  of  households  fell  in  this  category,  while  30  percent  paid  less  than 
$200  and  32  percent  paid  more  than  $300  monthly. 
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the  majority  may  have  been  Asians.     In  South  End  and  the  other  planning 
districts  noted,  a  large  proportion  may  have  been    persons  who  wrote  in 
"Hispanic"  as  a  racial  category.     Hispanics  headed  15  percent  of  the  household 
in  Jamaica  Plain  and  some  10  percent  of  the  households  in  Roxbury,  South  End 
and  North  Dorchester. 

Characteristics  of  Housing  Units  by  Race  and  Hispanic  Origin  of  Household  Head 
Tenure 

Black  and  hispanic  householders  tended  to  rent  to  a  greater  extent  than 
did  all  Boston  households.     Tables  129  and  130  indicate  the  number  and 
proportion  of  renters  among  total,  black  and  hispanic-headed  households  by 
planning  district.     While  73  percent  of  the  households  citywide  rented  their 
housing,  79  percent  of  black,  and  86  percent  of  hispanic  households  did  so.  The 
proportion  of  black  households  renting  exceeded  that  of  all  households  in  every 
neighborhood  except  Hyde  Park,  where  two-thirds  of  black  households  owned  their 
homes.     This  was  generally  true  for  hispanic  households  also,  with  the  excepted 
neighborhoods  being  Charlestown,  South  Boston,  Central,  Fenway-Kenmore  and  Hyde 
Park. 

Overcrowding 

Tables  131  and  132  indicate  the  number  of  occupied  housing  units  with 
plumbing  facilities  for  exclusive  use  of  the  household  and  the  number  of  these 
units  which  are  overcrowded.     In  general,  97  percent  or  more  of  households  had 
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Table  112 

BOSTON'S  TOTAL  HOUSING  UNITS,  1970  AND  1980 

Planning  District  1980  1970   Change  

      Number  Percentage 


East  Boston 

14,552 

13,709 

843 

6.2 

Charlestovn 

6,121 

5,119 

1,002 

19.6 

South  Boston 

14,055 

14,259 

-  204 

-  1.4 

Central 

11,670 

9,664 

2,006 

20.8 

Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill 

18,192 

15,622 

2,570 

16.5 

South  End 

13,761 

10,719 

3,042 

28.4 

Fenway-Kenmore 

12,468 

13,243 

-  775 

-  5.9 

Allston-Brighton 

29,548 

25,324 

4,224 

16.7 

Jamaica  Plain 

17,103 

17,093 

10 

0.1 

Roxbury 

23,178 

24,958 

-1,780 

-  7.1 

North  Dorchester 

10,106 

10,466 

-  360 

-  3.4 

South  Dorchester 

21,808 

23,261 

-1,453 

-  6.2 

Mattapan 

13,064 

14,950 

-1,886 

-12.6 

Roslindale 

12,372 

12,253 

119 

1.0 

West  Roxbury 

12,274 

11,026 

1,248 

11.3 

Hyde  Park 

11,030 

10,735 

295 

2.7 

Planning  District  Totals 

241,302 

232,401 

8,901 

3.8 

Harbor  Islands  & 
Crews  of  Vessels 

1 

47 

-46 

-97.9 

* 

Boston  Total 

241,304 

232,448 

8,856 

3.8 

* 

Planning  Districts  may 

not  sum  exactly 

to  City  total. 

Sources:     1970 — Census  of  Population  and  Housing,  First  Count  Summary  Tape; 

1980 — Census  of  Population  and  Housing:     Summary  Tape  File  1A- 

Massachusetts;  prepared  by  R.S.  O'Hara,  Jr.,  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority  Research  Department. 
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The  median  gross  rent  for  Boston  rental  households  was  $254,  as  seen  In 
Table  136.    There  was  a  good  deal  of  variability  in  the  median  gross  rent  by 
planning  district,  from  $184  per  month  in  South  Boston  to  $327  in  Back 
Bay-Beacon  Hill.     Low  median  gross  rents  were  also  seen  in  Roxbury  ($194) ,  East 
Boston  ($208)  and  Charlestown  ($215).     High  median  gross  rents  also 
characterized  West  Roxbury  ($296),  Allston-Brighton  ($291)  and  Central  ($282). 
The  variability  in  gross  rents  reflected  the  income  distributions  of  the 
planning  districts  mentioned  earlier. 

Tables  137  through  139  permit  comparisons  among  white,  black,  and  hispanic 
renter  households.     While  the  data  are  subject  to  some  suppression  by  the 
U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  they  are  usable  for  comparative  purposes.  Citywide 
gross  rents  of  white  households  tended  to  be  higher  than  those  of  black  and 
hispanic  households.    Median  gross  rents  were  $264,  $219  and  $238  for  the 
respective  groups.     While  somewhat  over  one-third  of  householders  in  each  group 
paid  gross  rents  of  $200-$299,  a  higher  proportion  of  white  households 
(25  percent)  were  able  to  pay  $300  or  more  than  was  true  of  black  (22  percent) 
or  hispanic  households  (25  percent).     Correspondingly  lower  proportions  of 
white  and  higher  proportions  of  minority  households  paid  lower  gross  rents. 
Nevertheless,  the  differences  between  gross  rents  of  white,  black  and  hispanic 
households  were  smaller  than  the  differences  between  neighborhoods.  Within 
each  of  these  tables,  there  is  great  disparity  with  regard  to  gross  rents  by 
neighborhood.     For  instance,  some  42  percent  of  black  households  living  in 
Central  paid  $300  or  more  in  monthly  gross  rent.    However,  the  corresponding 
proportions  for  South  End  and  Roxbury  were  11  and  13  percent. 
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Table  H6 

BOSTON  HOUSEHOLDS,   1970-1980,  BY  PLANNING  DISTRICT 


Planning                            198G                1970  1970-1980  1970-1980 
District                             Households      Households      Household  Percent 
    Change  Change 


East  Boston 

12,944 

12,851 

93 

0 

.7 

Charlestovn 

5,252 

4,816 

436 

9 

.  1 

South  Boston 

12,584 

13,375 

-  791 

-  5 

9 

Central 

10,742 

8,727 

2,015 

23 

.  1 

Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill 

16,543 

14,465 

2,078 

14 

.4 

South  End 

12,008 

8,970 

3,038 

33. 

9 

Fenway-Kenmore 

11,392 

12,288 

-  896 

■7 

3 

All s ton-Bright on 

31 ,366 

24,544 

6  ,822 

27. 

8 

Jamaica  Plain- 

14,443 

15,898 

-  1,455 

-  9. 

2 

Parker  Hill 

Roxbury 

19,945 

22 ,012 

-  2,067 

-  9 

4 

North  Dorchester 

8,357 

9,856 

-  1,499 

-  15 

South  Dorchester 

19,866 

22,248 

-  2,382 

-  10 

7 

Mattapan 

11,578 

13,760 

-  2,182 

-  15. 

9 

Kosl indale 

11,497 

11,999 

-  502 

-  4. 

2 

West  Roxbury 

12,053 

10,909 

1,144 

10. 

5 

Hyde  Park 

10,581 

10,485 

96 

0. 

9 

Planning  District 

221,151 

217,203 

3,948 

1. 

8 

Totals 

City  Total 

218,457 

217,622 

835 

0. 

4 

Source:  U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Census  of  Population  and  Housing, 
STF1,  1980  and  First  Count,  1970.  Prepared  by  R.S.  O'Hara, 
Jr.,  Rev.  1/13/84. 
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Table  119 

1970  TOTAL  HOUSING  UNITS  FOR  THE  CITY  OF  BOSTON  BY  OCCUPANCY  -  VACANCY  STATUS 


Total 

Housing 

Units 

Total  X 
Occupied  Occupied 
Untts  Units 

Total 
Owner 
Occ. 

% 

Owner 
Occ. 

Total 

Renter 

Occ. 

X 

Renter 
Occ. 

Total 

Vacant 

Units 

last  Boston 

13,709 

12,843 

93.7 

3,940 

30.7 

8,903 

69.3 

856 

3harl  estown 

5,119 

4,815 

94.1 

1,559 

32.4 

3,256 

67.6 

300 

South  Boston 

14,259 

13 ,375 

93.8 

3,459 

25.9 

9,916 

74.1 

873 

-entral 

A     £  ft  M 

9,664 

8,727 

90.3 

779 

A  A 

8.9 

ft1      ft  A  ft 

7,948 

ft  *  4 

91.1 

923 

iacx  Bay  - 
Beacon  H111 

15,622 

14,462 

92.6 

920 

6.4 

13,542 

93.6 

1,152 

South  End 

10,719 

8,968 

83.7 

1,013 

11.3 

7,955 

88.7  * 

1,736 

:enway  -  Kenmore 

13,243 

12,288 

92.8 

260 

2.1 

12,028 

97.9 

949 

\11ston  -  Brighton 

25,324 

24,540 

96.9 

4,732 

19.3 

19,808 

80.7 

778 

Jamaica  Plain  - 
Parker  H111 

17,093 

15,894 

93.0 

3,582 

22.5 

12,312 

77.5 

1,185 

Roxbury 
Washington  Park 
Campus  High 
Model  City 

Oil  nco 

24,958 
6,957 
826 
17,175 

22,002 
6,481 
591 
14,930 

88.2 
93.2 
71.5 
86.9 

A      ft  ft  ft 

4,606 
1,132 
89 
3,385 

ft  ft  ft 

20.9 
17.5 
15.1 
22.7 

4  ft1      ft  ft  ft 

17,396 
5,349 
502 
11,545 

ft  f\  m 

79.1 
82.5 
84.9 
77.3 

ft    ft  ft  ft 

2,938 
470 
234 

2,234 

Dorchester 
Dorchester  North 
Dorchester  South 
Mattapan 

48,577 
10,466 

ft  ft      ft  ^ 

23,261 
14,950 

46,145 
9,854 
22,245 
14,046 

94.8 
94.2 
95.6 
94.0 

4ft      A  Aft) 

15,493 
2,488 

A      A  Aft 

8,493 
4,512 

33.6 
25.2 

ft  ft  ft 

38.2 
32.1 

ft  ft    ft  ft  ft 

30,652 
7,366 

4ft    ft  ft  ft 

13,752 
9,534 

ft  ft  A 

66.4 
74.8 

ft  4  ft 

61.8 
67.9 

ft      C  ft  A 

2,504 
605 

4.       ft  ft  ft 

1 ,006 
893 

iosl  indale 

12,253 

11,990 

97.9 

5  399 

45.0 

6,591 

55.0 

248 

est  Roxbury 

11,026 

10,906 

98.9 

7,316 

67.1 

3,590 

32.9 

117 

yde  Park 

•i  ft    ft  ft  r* 

10,735 

10,480 

97.6 

ft      1  AA 

6,120 

ft  A  A 

58.4 

4,360 

ill  e 

41.6 

ZbO 

'anning  District 
Total 

232,401 

217,435 

93.6 

ft  ft  n 

59,178 

ft  ft?  ft 

27.2 

IPO  1 

158,257 

72.8 

1  a  onn 

14,809 

Harbor  Islands 
Crews  of  Vessels 

38 
9 

38 
5 

5 

38 

-.ty  Totals 

232,448 

217,478 

93.6 

59,183 

27.2 

158,295 

72.8 

14,809 

Source:     1970  Census  of  Population  and  Housing,  First  Count 
Summary  Tape;  Tabulation  prepared  by  Mary  Tompkins, 
B.R.A.  Research  Department. 
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Table  12d 

:  ZD  IAN  VALUE  OF  OWNER-OCCUPIED  NON-CONDO  HOUSING  UNITS, 
BY  BOSTON  PLANNING  DISTRICT:     1980  AND  1970 
(In  Constant  1980  Dollars) 


Planning  District 


East  Boston 
Charlestovn 
South  Boston 
Central 

Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill 

South  End 

Fenvay-Kenmo re 

Alls ton-Bright on 

Jamaica  Plain-Parker  Hill 

Roxbury 

North  Dorchester 
South  Dorchester 
Mattapan 
Roslindale 
West  Roxbury 
Hyde  Park 


City  Total 


1980 

1970 

Percent 

Value 

Value 

Chans e 

$31,099 

$28,706 

8.3 

36,224 

23,718 

52.7 

24 , C / 7 

20,136 

19.6  • 

69,565 

57,525 

20.9 

140,979 

131,662 

7.1 

65,123 

37,325 

74.5 

60,909 

38,624 

57  7 

46,757 

41,110 

13.7 

44,638  , 

43,559 

2.5 

20,606 

21,479 

-  4.1 

22,598 

27,671 

-18.3 

29,557 

34,341 

-13.9 

30,385 

36,984 

-17.8 

34,991 

38,743 

-  9.7 

48,447 

45,343 

6.8 

34,214 

40,014 

-14.5 

36,089 

38,133 

-  5.4 

Source:     1980  Census  of  Population  and  Housing:    Summary  Tape  File 
lA-Massachusetts;    prepared  by  R.S.  O'Hara,  Jr.,  Boston 
Redevelopment  Authority  Research  Department. 
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Table  125 

MTIAE  COKTRACT  RENT  BY  BOSTON  PLANNING  DISTRICT: 

1980  AND  1970 
(In  Constant  1980  Dollars) 


Planning  District  1980  1970  Percent 
    Change 


0U3CUU 

S 131 

S  13 1 

0  0 

^rtiich  «t* 

JwULU  0W9WWU 

128 

138 

-  7  2 

Central 

246 

193 

27.5 

Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill 

312 

318 

-  1.9 

South  End 

190 

148 

28.4 

e*  w  •  ^ 

Fenway-Kenmore 

235 

230 

2.2 

Alls ton-Brighton 

256 

263 

-  2.7 

Jamaica  Plain-Parker  Hill 

171 

179 

-  4.5 

Roxbury 

151 

172 

-12.2 

North  Dorchester 

136 

162 

-16.0 

South  Dorchester 

167 

179 

-  6.7 

Ha trap an 

177 

201 

•-11. 9 

Roslindale 

188 

203 

-  7.4 

West  Roxbury 

246 

267 

-  7.9 

Hyde  Park 

200 

209 

-  4.3 

City  Total 

192 

191 

0.5 

Source:     1980  Census  of  Population  and  Housing:    Summary  Tape  File 
lA-Massachusetts;    prepared  by  R.S.  0'Hara,  Jr.,  Boston 
Redevelopment  Authority  Research  Department. 
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Table  130 


Proportion  Renter-Occupied  of  all  Occupied  Housing  Units  for 
Total,  Black  and  Hispanic  Householders,  1980 


Planning 

Districts  Total  Black  Hispanic 

East  Boston  69.9  100.0  87.1 

Charlestown  66.4  -  62.5 

South  Boston  73.7  -  22.5 

Central  89.8  96.6  84.8 

Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill  82.3  88.8  92.2 

South  End  85.4  92.6  96.3 

Fenway-Kenmore  97.6  93.6  95.1 

Allston-Brighton  83.9  94.3  94.5 

Jamaica  Plain  74.9  93.2  86.9 

Roxbury  82.2  82.4  88.2 

North  Dorchester  72.9  86.0  88.9 

South  Dorchester  61.8  68.2  75.2 

Mattapan  65.7  67.4  76.0 

Roslindale  54.3  85.1  68.5 

West  Roxbury  38.5  47.6  55.2 

Hyde  Park  41 .6  32.4  13.3 

Planning  District 

Total  70.1  78.6  84.8 

City  Total  72.8  79.4  86.4 


Source:     U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1980  Population  and  Housing,  STF3. 
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Table  129 

Renter-Occupied  Housing  Units  for  Total,  Black  and  Hispanic 

Householders,  1980 


Planning 
Districts 

East  Boston 
Charlestown 
South  Boston 
Central 

Back  Bay-Beacon  Hil 
South  End 
Fenway  -Kenmo  re 
Allston-Brighton 
Jamaica  Plain 
Roxbury 

North  Dorchester 
South  Dorchester 
Mattapan 
Roslindale 
West  Roxbury 
Hyde  Park 

Planning  District 
Total 

City  Total 


Total 
Renter- 
Occupied 
Units 

9,054 
3,567 
9,293 
9,763 
13,313 
9,344 
11 ,202 
23,624 
10,650 
17,720 
6,042 
12,415 
7,562 
6,362 
4,663 
4,415 


153,190 
153,190 


Black 

15 
* 

199 

546 
3,404 
1 ,321 

983 
2,423 
14,265 
1 ,061 
3,289 
6,274 

338 
28 

355 


34,501 
34,501 


Hispanic 

256 
40 
9 

123 

369 

969 

484 

938 
1,912 
2,010 

588 

738 

400 

213 
69 
17 


9,135 
9,135 


Source:     U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1980  Census  of  Population  and 
Housing,  STF3. 

Note:  Numbers  in  this  table  are  subject  to  suppression.  Total  includes 
White,  Black,  Asian,  American  Indian  and  Other  categories.  Hispanic  is 
a  separate  non-racial  category. 
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Table  132 

Number  of  Occupied  Housing  Units  with  Complete  Plumbing  for  Exclusive 
Use  with  1.01  Persons  per  Room  or  More,  for  Total,  Black  and  Hispanic 

Householders,  '980 


Planning 
Districts 

East  Boston* 
Charlestown* 
South  Boston* 
Central* 

Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill 
South  End 
Fenway-  Kenmore 
Allston-Brighton 
Jamaica  Plain 
Roxbury 

North  Dorchester 
South  Dorchester 
Mattapan 
Roshndale 
West  Roxbury 
Hyde  Park* 

Planning  District 
Total 

City  Total 


Total 


Black 


279 
153 
310 
485 
247 
796 
407 
809 
746 
1,729 
539 
967 
722 
347 
239 
314 


9,089 
9,089 


6 

13 

243 

70 

63 

264 

1 ,228 

169 

399 

575 

10 
* 

83 


3,123 
3,191 


Hispanic 


12 


17 

34 

186 

56 

67 

331 

450 

156 

149 

17 

23 

9 
* 


1,516 
1,592 


^Numbers  subject  to  suppression  by  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census. 

Source:  U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1980  Census  of  Population  and 
Housing,  STF3. 
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Table  131 

Number  of  Occupied  Housing  Units  with  Complete  Plumbing  for 
Exclusive  Use,  for  Total,  Black  and  Hispanic  Householders,  1980 


Planning 

Districts  Total  Black  Hispanic 


Fa^t  Ronton* 

12  562 

1 5 

* 

Charles  town* 

5, 136 

* 

South  Boston* 

12^394 

21 

Central* 

10,143 

199 

130 

Back  Bav-Beacon  Hill 

15  663 

1    OmJ    f    WW  W 

528 

"}47 

South  End 

10,202 

3,428 

945 

Fenway  -Ken  mo  re 

11 ,297 

1 ,297 

478 

Allston-Brighton 

27,782 

979 

944 

Jamaica  Plain 

13,933 

2,530 

2,115 

Roxbury 

20,809 

16,542 

2,192 

North  Dorchester 

8,029 

1 ,189 

627 

South  Dorchester* 

19,877 

4,671 

877 

Mattapan 

11 ,240 

9,098 

475 

Roslindale 

11 ,573 

344 

409 

West  Roxbury* 

12,052 

39 

125 

Hyde  Park* 

10,489 

994 

59 

Planning  District 

Total 

213,181 

41 ,853 

9,791 

City  Total 

213,156 

42,523 

10,217 

*Numbers  subject  to  suppression  by  the  U. 

S.  Bureau 

of  the  Census. 

Source:     U.S.  Bureau 

of  the  Census,  1980 

Census  of 

Population  and 

Housing,  STF3. 
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Table  133 


Proportion  of  Occupied  Housing  Units  with  Complete  Plumbing  Facilities  for 
Exclusive  Use,  with  1.01  Persons  Per  Room  or  More, 
for  Total,  Black  and  Hispanic  Householders,  1980 


Planning 


Districts 

Total 

Black 

H  i  span  i 

East  Boston* 

2.2 

Charlestown* 

3.0 

19.1* 

South  Boston* 

2.5 

Central* 

4.8 

3.0 

13.1* 

Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill 

1.6 

2.5 

9.8 

South  End 

7.8 

7.1 

19.7 

Fenway-  Ken  mo  re 

3.6 

5.4 

11.7 

Allston-Brighton 

2.9 

6.4 

7.1 

Jamaica  Plain 

5.4 

10.4 

15.6 

Roxbury 

8.3 

7.4 

20.5 

North  Dorchester 

6.7 

14.2 

24.9 

South  Dorchester* 

4.9 

8.5 

17.0 

Mattapan 

6.4 

6.3 

16.6 

Roslindale 

3.0 

2.9 

5.6 

West  Roxbury* 

2.0 

* 

7.2 

Hyde  Park* 

3.0 

8.3 

* 

Planning  District 

Total 

4.3 

7.4 

15.5 

City  Total 

4.3 

7.5 

15.6 

*Note:  Proportions  subject  to  suppression  by  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  the 
Census . 


Source:  U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1980  Census  of  Population  and 
Housing,  STF3. 
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Table  13  6 


MEDIAN  GROSS  RENT  OF  SPECIFIED  RENTER-OCCUPIED 
HOUSING  UNITS,  1980 


Planning  Median 

Districts  Gross  Rent 

East  Boston  $  208 

Charlestown  215 

South  Boston*  184 

Central  282 

Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill  327 

South  End  221 

Fenway-Kenmore  252 

Allston-Brighton  291 

Jamaica  Plain  239 

Roxbury  194 

North  Dorchester  227 

South  Dorchester  267 

Mattapan  273 

Roslindale  271 

West  Roxbury  296 

Hyde  Park  273 

Planning  District  Total  $  254 

City  Total  $  254 


*  Subject  to  suppression  by  U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census. 

Source:     U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1980  Census  of  Population  and 
Housing,  Neighborhood  Statistics  Program. 
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Five-Year  Residential  Mobility 

U.S.  Census  statistics  provided  information  about  residential  mobility  fo 
Boston  in  1980  and  1970.     One  set  of  data  provided  information  about  where 
persons  5  years  or  older  at  the  time  of  the  census  lived  five  years  earlier  fo 
those  who  reported  previous  residence  (Table  140) .     The  categories  of  residenc 
five  years  earlier  were  same  house,  different  house  in  Suffolk  County,  within 
Massachusetts  but  outside  Suffolk  County,  rest  of  the  United  States,  and 
abroad. 

These  data  indicated  that  a  higher  proportion  of  those  living  in  Boston  ii 
1980  had  lived  outside  Suffolk  County  five  years  earlier  than  was  true  in  1970 
While  there  was  no  change  between  1970  and  1980  in  the  proportion  living  in  tht 
same  dwelling  five  years  earlier  (53  percent),  24  percent  had  lived  elsewhere 
in  Suffolk  County  and  23  percent  had  lived  outside  of  Suffolk  County  in  1975. 
The  comparable  proportions  ten  years  earlier  had  been  28  percent  in  Suffolk 
County  and  18  percent  outside  of  Suffolk  County.     Of  the  last,  6  percent  had 
lived  in  Massachusetts,  9  percent  in  the  rest  of  the  U.S.,  and  3  percent 
abroad.     By  1980,  8  percent  had  lived  elsewhere  in  Massachusetts,  11  percent 
elsewhere  in  the  U.S.,  and  4  percent  abroad,  as  seen  in  Table  141. 

When  attention  was  focused  on  planning  districts  in  1980,  very  different 
patterns  of  residence  five  years  earlier  emerged.     The  planning  districts  with 
the  least  mobile  populations  were  East  Boston,  Charlestown,  and  South  Boston 
and  the  suburban  areas  of  Roslindale,  West  Roxbury ,  and  Hyde  Park.     In  these 
areas,  two-thirds  of  residents  had  lived  in  the  same  dwelling  five  years 
earlier,  20-25  percent  had  lived  elsewhere  in  Boston,  and  small  percentages  had 
moved  there  from  outside  of  Boston,  with  a  notable  8  percent  of  Charlestown  and 
West  Roxbury  residents  moving  in  from  the  suburbs.     In  the  middle  were  two 
groupings  of  neighborhoods  with  increasing  proportions  from  other  homes  in 
Boston  and  from  abroad.     These  included  Roxbury  and  South  Dorchester,  followed 
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by  Mattapan  and  North  Dorchester.     Jamaica  Plain  resembled  the  latter  but  had  a 
higher  proportion  of  residents  from  Massachusetts  (7  percent)  and  other  states 
(10  percent).     These  trends,  indicating  the  attractiveness  of  neighborhoods  to 
people  who  were  not  Boston  residents  five  years  earlier,  were  increasingly 
important  in  the  neighborhoods  with  more  mobile  residents. 

Planning  districts  with  more  mobile  populations  in  1980,  ranked  from  less 
to  more  mobile,  included  South  End,  Central,  Allston-Brighton,  Back  Bay-Beacon 
Hill,  and  Fenway-Kenmore .     In  Fenway-Kenmore ,  with  its  large  student 
population,  only  20  percent  of  residents  had  lived  in  the  same  home  in  1975, 
with  an  additional  11  percent  moving  in  from  within  Boston.     Of  the  69  percent 
who  had  lived  outside  of  Boston  in  1975,  17  percent  were  from  Massachusetts,  42 
percent  hailed  from  elsewhere  in  the  U.S.,  and  10  percent  were  from  abroad. 
Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill  also  had  large  proportions  of  residents  from  outside  of 
Boston.     The  degree  of  mobility  shown  in  these  planning  districts  was 
remarkable  in  a  state  where  61  percent  of  those  5  years  and  older  lived  in  the 
same  house  that  they  had  occupied  five  years  earlier  and  only  9  percent  had 
come  from  outside  Massachusetts  or  abroad. 

Year  Householder  Moved  Into  Dwelling 

Boston's  high  mobility  compared  to  that  of  Massachusetts  residents  is 
underscored  by  a  comparison  of  the  householder's  length  of  residence  in  his/her 
current  dwelling,  seen  in  Table  142.     Over  one-quarter  of  Boston  householders 
moved  into  their  dwellings  in  the  year  and  a  quarter  preceding  the  census,  and 
over  one-half  in  the  five  years  preceding.     For  Massachusetts,  the  comparable 
proportions  were  8  percent  and  28  percent.     This  disparity  was  due  to  the  large 
renter  population,  73  percent  of  households,  in  Boston. 

Within  Boston  neighborhoods,  there  was  a  close  relationship  between  the 
proportion  of  units  rented  and  the  proportion  of  householders  who  moved  in 
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during  the  year  before  the  census.     Fenway-Kenmore  ranked  highest  on  both 
measures  with  over  50  percent  of  householders  moving  in  recently.     The  young 
adult  areas  of  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill,  Allston-Brighton ,  South  End  and  Central 
had  30  percent  or  more  new  arrivals.     Roslindale,  West  Roxbury,  and  Hyde  Park 
contained  the  lowest  proportion  of  recently  moved  households.     Clearly,  tenur 
and  the  age  structure  of  the  population  were  related  to  mobility. 
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VII.     Prologue  to  the  1980s 
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Closing 

The  diversity  and  change  that  occurred  among  Boston's  neighborhoods  go 
hand-in-hand  with  nondemographic  changes  during  the  1970s.     Bussing  had  a 
negative  impact  in  1973-1974  and  ensuing  years.     The  mid-decade  recession 
brought  high  unemployment,  which  peaked  in  1975  and  declined  since  then.  The 
burden  of  overtaxation  dampened  growth  in  housing  values.     Economic  developmen 
within  the  city  brought  growth  in  the  number  of  high-level  jobs.     New  public 
facilities  were  constructed  to  serve  the  neighborhoods.     From  1970  to  1980 
Boston  lost  78,077  people,  12  percent  of  its  1970  population,  including 
one-fourth  of  its  white  population,  and  57,798  in  the  "14  and  under"  age  group. 

Yet  the  seeds  of  change,  and  population  trend  reversal,  were  already 
evident.     Even  while  population  in  the  City  as  a  whole  was  declining  between 
1970  and  1980,  the  more  centrally  located  neighborhoods,  such  as 
Waterfront-North  End-Central  Business  District,  Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill,  South  End 
and  Allston-Brighton,  were  gaining.     There  was  also  a  net  growth  of  32,040  in 
the  young  adult  age  group  (aged  20  to  34).     The  minority  population — black, 
hispanic,  and  Asian  and  Pacific  Islander — also  grew  during  the  seventies  and  is 
expected  to  continue  to  grow. 

These  increases  reflected  both  economic  and  demographic  phenomena 
signalling  a  change  in  Boston's  fortune.     The  expansion  of  jobs  in  Boston  from 
mid-decade  onward  (in  the  1970s)  flowed  from  the  structural  transformation  of 
the  City's  economy  favoring  those  industries  expanding  most  rapidly  nationally. 
The  influx  of  young  adults  responded  to  the  coming-of-household-f ormation-age 
of  the  baby-boom  youngsters  and  their  frequent  preference  for  city  living  and 
the  amenities  and  improved  ambience  of  Boston. 

In  addition,  the  factors  impelling  the  reduction  in  white  population  and 
children  were  moving  out  of  the  picture.     The  long-term  loss  of  blue  collar 
job6  in  the  1960s  and  1970s  had  spurred  the  outflow  of  blue  collar  workers  and 
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their  families.     By  the  latter  years  of  the  1970s,  however,  this  long-extended 
phase  had  ended  and  blue  collar  jobs  had  stabilized  (at  a  fraction  of  their 
former  level).     In  a  counter  flow,  young  adult  white  workers  were  attracted 
into  Boston.     In  post-1980  reports,  the  United  States  Census  Bureau  reported 
net  inmigration  into  Boston  for  the  first  time  in  fifty  years. 

Furthermore,  much  of  the  loss  of  children  had  resulted  from  the  steady 
decline  in  the  birth  rate  in  Boston  in  the  past  two  decades,  reflecting 
national  trends  in  birth  rates,,  as  well  as  the  suburbanization  of  recent 
decades.     But  Boston's  birth  rate  has  been  rising  since  1977,  largely  due  to 
the  baby-boom  households  and  to  the  growing  minority  population. 

As  Boston  enters  the  1980s,  the  changes  of  the  1970s  provide  a  prelude  to 
the  future.     The  factors  to  bring  about  a  reversal  of  population  loss  have  been 
evident  already.     In  addition,  the  city  now  has  gained  an  improved 
infrastructure;  a  fairer  tax  structure  resulting  from  revaluation  and 
classification;  growth  in  economic  opportunity  which  will  more  directly  benefit 
Boston  residents  through  the  efforts  of  the  Boston  School  Department,  the 
Private  Industry  Council  and  others,  the  presence  of  large  numbers  of 
minorities  and  students  in  institutions  of  higher  education,  and  a  transformed 
occupational  structure.     These  factors  provide  a  new  context  within  which  the 
changes  of  the  1980s  are  taking  place. 
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POVERTY  STATUS  IN  1979 
Definitions 

The  data  on  poverty  status  wart  darivad 
from  answers  to  tha  sama  questions  as  tha 
income  data  (see  trie  section  on  "Income 
in  1979"). 

Poverty  statistics  presented  in  tms 
report  are  based  on  a  definition  origi- 
nated by  the  Social  Security  Administra- 
tion in  1964  and  subsequently  modified 
by  Federal  interagency  committees  in 
1969  and  1980.  At  the  core  of  this 
definition  is  the  1961  economy  food 
plan,  the  least  costly  of  four  nutritionally 
adequata  food  plans  designed  by  the 
Department  of  Agriculture.  It  was  deter- 
mined from  the  Agriculture  Da  part  mam's 
1955  survey  of  food  consumption  that 
families  of  three  or  more  persons  spend 
approximately  one-third  of  their  income 
on  food;  hence  the  poverty  level  for  these 
families  was  set  at  three  times  the  cost  of 
the  economy  food  plan.  For  smaller 
families  and  persons  living  alone,  the  cost 
of  the  economy  food  plan  sees  multiplied 
by  factors  that  were  shghtty  higher  in 
order  to  compensate  for  the  relatively 
larger  fixed  axpenses  for  these  smaller 
households. 

The  income  cutoffs  used  by  the 
Bureau  of  the  Census  to  determine  the 
poverty  status  of  families  and  unrelat- 
ed individuals  consist  of  a  set  of  48 
thresholds  arranged  in  a  Two-dimensional 
matrix  consisting  of  family  size  (from  one 
person  to  nine  or  more  persons)  cross- 
dassifiad  by  presence  and  number  of 
family  members  under  18  years  old  (from 
no  children  present  to§  sight  or  more 
children  present).  Unrelated  individuals 
and  two-person  families  ara  further  differ- 
antiated  by  age  of  the  householder  (under 
66  years  old  and  65  years  old  and  over). 
The  total  income  of  each  family  or 
unrelated  individual  in  the  sample  is 
tasted  against  the  appropriate  poverty 
threshold  to  determine  the  poverty  status 
of  that  family  or  unrelated  individual.  If 
the  total  income  is  less  than  tha  corre- 
sponding cutoff,  the  family  or  unrelated 
individual  is  dassifiad  as  below  the 
poverty  level.  The  number  of  persons 
below  the  poverty  level  is  the  sum  of  the 
number  of  parsons  in  families  with  in- 
comes below  the  poverty  level  and  the 


number  of  unrelated  individuals  with 
incomes  below  the  poverty  level. 

The  poverty  thresholds  are  revised 
annually  to  allow  for  changes  in  the  cost 
of  living  as  reflected  in  the  Consumer 
Price  Index.  The  average  poverty  thres- 
hold for  a  family  of  four  persons  was 
$7,412  in  1979.  (See  table  at  end  of 
appendix.) 

Poverty  thresholds  are  computed  on  a 
national  basis  only.  No  attempt  has  been 
made  to  adjust  these  thresholds  for 
regional,  State,  or  local  variations  in  the 
cost  of  living.  For  a  detailed  discussion  of 
the  poverty  definition,  see  U.S.  Bureau  of 
the  Census.  Current  Population  Reports. 
Series  P-60,  No.  133.  Charactahstics  of 
the  Population  Blow  Che  Povarty  Laval: 
198a 

There  may  be  slight  differences  be- 
tween the  data  in  this  report  on  poverty 
status  in  1979  and  similar  data  shown  in 
the  Summary  Chancmmma  for  Govern- 
ments** Units  and  Standard  Matroooiitan 
Statistical  Armas,  PHC80-3,  reports  and  in 
the  Supplementary  Reports,  Advanea  Es- 
timatas  of  Social,  Economic,  and  Housing 
Charactaristics,  PHC80-S2.  Any  such  dif- 
ferences ara  a  result  of  errors  in  the 
income  data  which  were  corrected  after 
the  release  of  the  PHC80-3  and  the 
PHC80-S2  reports. 


for  Whom  Poverty  Status  a 
Determined— Poverty  status  is  determined 
for  all  persons  except  inmates  of  institu- 
tions, persons  in  military  group  quartan 
and  infcoilege  dormitories,  and  unrelated 
individuals  under  1 6  years  old.  When  the 
line.  "Persons  for  whom  poverty  status  is 
determined,"  appears  under  the  heading, 
"All  Income  Levels  in  1979."  it  shows 
the  total  population  minus  persons  in  the 
four  groups  listed  above.  When  the  same 
line  appears  under  the  heading,  "Income 
in  1979  Below  Poverty  Level."  it  shows 
the  number  of  such  persons  who  are 
daesrfied  as  being  below  the  poverty 
level.  In  tables  that  contain  only  poverty 
data,  the  above  exdusions  ara  stated  in 
tha  he  ad  note  and  the  word  "parsons"  is 
used  in  place  of  "persons  for  whom 
poverty  status  is  determined." 

Specified  Poverty  Levels'- Because  the 
poverty  levels  currently  in  use  by  the 
Federal  Government  do  not  meet-all  the 
needs  of  data  users,  some  of  the  data  are 
presented  for  alternate  levels  ranging 
from  75  percent  to  200  percent  of  the 


current  poverty  level.  The»e 
poverty  levels  ara  obtain*!  by°* 
plying  the  income  cutoffs  r  the  ' 
level  by  tha  appropriate 
txampJe,  the  average  income  cutn 
125  percent  of  poverty  level  was  I 
(S7.412  x  1.25)  in  1979  for  a  fJJ 
four  persons. 

Weighted   Average  Thresholds  n 
Poverty   Level— The  averaga  thrttf 
shown  in  tha  first  column  of  the 
were  weighted  by  the  presenca  and  i 

bar  of  children.  For  a>.  wnpfe 
weighted  averaga  threshold  ror  /J 
family  size  is  obtained  by  multiplying 
threshold  for  each  presenca  and  rvur 
of  children  category  within  the  5 
family  size  by  tha  number  of  famj|j, 
that  category.  These  products  art  ! 
aggregated  across  the  entire  rengi 
presence  and  number  of  children  < 
gories,  and  the  aggregate  is  divided  by 
total  number  of  families  in  the  groui 
yield  the  weighted  averaga  threshok 
the  poverty  level  for  that  family  ut%. 

Since  the  basic  thresholds  u»ct 
determine  the  poverty  status  of  hr, 
and  unrelated  individuals  ara  apoliec 
all  families  and  unrelated  individuals, 
weighted  average  poverty  thresholds 
derived  using  all  families  and  unrtli 
individuals  rather  than  just  thoss  cli 
fied  as  being  below  the  poverty  level, 
obtain  the  weighted  poverty  thresh 
for  families  and  unrelated  individ 
below  alternate  poverty  levels, 
weighted  thresholds  shown  in  the  c 
may  be  multiplied  directly  by  tha  an 
prists  factor.  The  weighted  average 
holds  presented  in  the  table  ara  beset 
the  March  1980  Current  Populit 
Survey.  However,  it  is  felt  that  tt 
thresholds  would  not  differ  sjgnificat 
from  those  based  on  the  1 980  census. 

Income   Deficit— Income   defidt  is 
difference  between  the  total  incomt 
families  and  unrelated  individuals  bs 
the  poverty  level  and  their  respec 
poverty  thresholds.  In  computing 
income  defidt.  families  reporting  a 
income  loss  are  assigned  zero  dollars 
for  such  cases  the  defidt  is  equal  to 
poverty  threshold.  This  measure  pro* 
an  estimate  of  the  amount  which  w< 
be  required  to  raise  the  incomes  c 
poor  families  and  unrelated  individual 
their  respective  poverty  thresholds, 
income  defidt  is  thus  a  measure  of 
of  impoverishment  of  a  famil' 
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individual.  However,  caution 
ba  exeraead  in  compering  th* 
deficits  of  families  with  different 
ratia.  Apparent  dJftMVnoM  in 
income  deficits  may,  to  wm 
'Wit.  0*  ■  function  of  differences  in 
P»V  *»- 

ran  Imom  Deficit— The  moon  income 
inert  a  the  amount  obtained  by  dividing 
t  tool  income  dafidt  of  •  group  below 
<t  povfty  level  by  tha  numbar  of 
•vttm  lor  unraiatad  iftdrviduais)  in  that 


irrpMbilrty  With  Earliex 


w  poverty  dafinition  uaad  in  tha  1980 
stun  differs  slightly  from  tha  ona  uaad 

(tha  1970  census.  Thraa  taehnieai  modi- 
yetiorts  were  mada  to  tha  dafinition 
u*d  in  the  1970 


Tha 
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tl 

K 

J* 

il 

it 
i. 
he 


for  familial 
famaia  householder  with  no 
praaant  and  ail  othar  familias 
eliminated.  For  tha  1980 1 
of  th 

for  than  two  typai  of 
families  wart  appliad  to  all  types  of 
families,  regardless  of  tha  m  of  tha 

familial  and  farm  unraiatad 


individual  no  longar  hava  a  art  of 
povarty  thresholds  that  art  lowar  than 
tha  thraahoids  applied  to  nonfarm 
families  and  unrelated  individuals. 
Inttaad,  the  nonfarm  thresholds  wart 
applied  to  all  families  and  unraiatad 
individuals  regard  leas  of  residence. 

3.  Tha  thraahoids  by  sua  of  family  ware 
extended  from  aeven  or  mora  parsons 
to  nm*  or  more  i 


These  changes  result  in  a  minimal 
mcraaaa  in  tha  number  of  poor  at  tha 
national  level.  For  a  oompteta  discussion 
of  theaa  modifications  and  their  impact, 
ate  Current  Population  Reports.  Series 
P-60,  No.  133. 

Tha  population  covered  m  the  poverty 
statistics  derived  from  the  1960  census  is 
essentially  the  same  as  in  the  1970 
census.  The  only  difference  is  that  in 
1980,  unrelated  individuals  under  15 
years  old  ware  excluded  from  tha  povarty 
universe,  whita  in  1970.  only  thoaa  under 
14  yean  old  were  excluded.  Tha  povarty 
data  from  tha  1980  census  exduda  all 
parsons  in  group  quarters  and  induce  all 
unrelated  individuals  regardless  of  aga.  It 
is  unlikely  that  theaa  differences  in  popu- 
lation covaraga  would  have  a  significant 
impact  whan  comparing  the  poverty  data 
for  persons  from  the  1980.  1970.  and 
1980a 


Limitations 

Tha  tarm  "Poverty"  connotes  a  complex 
sat  of  economic,  social,  and  psychological 
conditions.  The  statistics  presented  in  this 
report  provide  only  estimates  of  eco- 
nomic povarty  beard  on  the  receipt  of 
money  room*  before  taxes.  Readers 
should  also  be  awara  that  for  many 
different  reasons  there  is  a  tendancy  for 
respondents  to  urtderreport  their  income. 
Overall,  income  earned  from  wages  or 
salary  is  more  accurately  reported  than 
othar  sources  of  income.  (For  a  complete 
discussion  of  the  limitations  of  the 
income  data,  see  the  section  on  "Income 
in  1979.-) 

It  should  be  pointed  out  that  non- 
money  income  is  not  considered  in  deter - 
mmng  poverty  status.  In  recant  years, 
however,  receipts  from  nonmoncy  trans- 
fers such  as  food  stamps,  housing  sub- 
©die*,  and  hearth  benefits  have  become 
an  increasingly  important  a  la  mam  in  the 
income  of  poor  parsons.  For  further 
information  on  tha  subject  of  valuing 
noncash  benefits,  aaa  US.  Bureau  of  the 
Census.  Technical  Paper  50.  AJtmrwtn* 
Methods  for  V»kiing  SUtCBd  In-Kind 
Trtntftr  BtnwfitM  tttd  Mttturmg  Thtir 
Etttct  on  Ponmrxy.  For  a  complete  dis- 
cussion of  the  limitations  of  the  poverty 
concept  see  Current  Population  Reports. 
Senas  P-60.  No.  133. 
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